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From Pastor Mark’s desk:
I do not know when it started, I’ve read that it was in the mid1930’s, but it ended in 1980. It was called National Brotherhood Week, and
it was observed on the third week of February. The idea come from the
National Conference for Christians and Jews, and it was to promote the idea
of moving past religious, racial, and economic biases. Tom Leher wrote a
song about it in 1965 that really did parody the truth that people give lip
service to these ideals, but don’t really do a good job of putting them into
practice.
I guess the thing that really got me thinking about all of this is the
current climate of discontent in pretty much everything we do anymore. I
listened to the news yesterday about the latest political in-fighting over the
next government spending bill. I know that there are supposed to be
protesters at one of the local schools this morning over the school board’s
mask mandate.
I don’t know about you, but it seems to me that the world we live in
does not know how to be happy or to get along anymore. There are a great
number of people who are only happy if they are angry about something. I
know you can see it just as easily as I do, as we look at our world. It is in
the news, with political fighting and local violence. When you add what
seems to be rampant paranoia to the mix – the part about someone always
trying to get you – it just makes matters worse. I know there have been
studies done in recent years that would support this observation. All of this
unhappiness in the world challenges us, as God’s people, both in how we
react to the world around us and in how we approach our own lives!
So, what are we to do? One of the best and easiest things for us to
do is to go back and review our Catechism. Now, I know you are thinking
that we all know the stuff of our catechism quite well. While yes, I would
agree that many of us remember what things are in the catechism, I don’t
think many of us keep the meanings in mind as well as we think we do.
In this case, I am fairly sure that we all remember the Eighth
Commandment, “You are not to bear false witness against your neighbor.”
Do we all remember what that means? It means more than to just refrain
from lying. Dr. Luther in his explanation of this commandment says:
We are to fear and love God, so that we do not tell lies about
our neighbors, betray or slander them, or destroy their
reputations.

Instead we are to come to their defense, speak well of them, and
interpret everything they do in the best possible light.1
Did you catch that last part: “interpret everything they (our neighbors) do in
the best possible light.”? If we are really following Dr. Luther’s direction
here, how can we go about thinking that everyone is out to get us?
Dr. Luther goes on to expand this definition in the Large Catechism,
and he says:
Therefore, God forbids you to speak evil about another, even though, to
your certain knowledge, that person is guilty. Even less may you do so if
you are not really sure and have it only from hearsay. But you say: “Why
shouldn’t I say it if it is the truth?” Answer: “Why don’t you bring it
before the proper judge?”” “Oh, I can’t prove it publicly; I might be called
a liar and sent away in disgrace.” Ah, my dear, now do smell the roast? If
you do not trust yourself to stand before the persons appointed for such
tasks and make your charges, then hold your tongue. If you know
something, keep it to yourself and do not tell others. For when you repeat
a story that you cannot prove, even though it is true, you appear as a

liar. Besides, you act like a knave, for no one should be deprived of
his honor and good name unless these have firt been taken away
from the person publicly.2
Dr. Luther goes on in the discussion to point out the responsibility of
courts and judges, but makes it quite clear that unless we are judges, then
we are charged to not engage in gossip, even if sin has actually occurred.
He makes it clear that there is a definite difference in knowing about a sin
and judging a sin. He likens those who do not follow this advice as to be
pigs rolling in manure and rooting around with their snouts. How that
blows up social media!
So the question that I am sure you are asking at this point is, “So pastor, what are
we supposed to do? There are times when these sins must be addressed!” This is
true. Sins (or slights or snide comments, etc.) do have to be addressed in our
world. I believe that if we were to handle these issues in the right way, then the
problems of unhappiness and paranoia in our society would be helped. The good
news is that there is an answer – it comes from the words of our Lord in Matthew’s
Gospel. . Dr. Luther explains it this way:

But the right way to deal with this matter would be to follow the rule
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laid down by the gospel, Matthew 18, where Christ says, “If your
brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and
him alone.” Here you have a fine, precious precept for governing
the tongue that ought to be noted carefully in order to avoid this
detestable abuse. Let this be your rule, then, that you should not be
quick to spread slander and gossip about your neighbors but
admonish them privately so that they may improve. Likewise, do
the same when others tell you what this or that person had done.
Instruct them, if they saw wrongdoing, to go and reprove the
individual personally or otherwise to hold their tongue.3
How we treat our neighbors, even beyond our brothers and sisters in
Christ is a reflection on us, and hopefully shows the world what we believe
about who we are and who Christ is. I have asked the question before that,
if we were put on trial for being Christians, would there be enough evidence
to convict us. How we live and interact with the world is a great statement
of the answer to that question.
Our calling to live out our Christian faith is the calling to be
disciples of our Lord in this world. It means that we have to do our best to
live up to the Lord’s expectations at all times. Now, remember, this is not a
question of salvation. It is the challenge for us to live in the grace that God
has already given us in his Son’s death and resurrection. So, let’s see what
we can do, so that the answer to the question of would there be enough
evidence to convict is YES! Until next time.
See you in church,

October is Pastor Appreciation Month!
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The doorbell and lock system on the 7th St. door
has been fixed and it is working! Please just press
the button and we’ll hit the buzzer to let you in
the building.
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Sunday October 17, 2021
Immediately following Worship
The purpose of the meeting is to discuss repairs needed to the
windows above the main entrance, review the proposal to repair the
window, and vote to approve on the proposal we’ve received.
September 2021 – Worship 9:00 a.m.
October 3
Lector: Chris Olney
October 10
Lector: Gloria Bailey
October 17
Lector: Karen Baker
October 24
Lector: Wayne Cunningham
October 31
Lector: Carly Wheeler
Deacon Rod Hollingsworth
Ushers : Jack Booth, Jeff Englehart, Bill Baker, Bill Gable

SOUPer Bowl Food Collection
St. John’s will collect canned foods to be distributed to the five agencies
SOUPer Bowl supports ~ Christ’s Table, Eastside Community Ministries,
Fellowship of Christ’s Community, Muskingum County Center for Seniors,
Salvation Army. Your donations of food may be placed in collection tubs
at St. John’s Market St. entrance and Elevator entrance. These donations
will be picked up at the church October 15.
We request food items be non-perishable and not be glass
containers. Thank You!

To St. John’s Lutheran Church From:
Homeless hands of Zanesville, Grace in Action Baby Pantry, Transitions,
Salvation Army, Mid East Rescue & Restore Coalition, Christ’s Table,
Eastside Community Ministry The Shelter in First Church and
Lifewell/Bethel Community Center.
Your generosity and prayers help support our mission to assist members in
need in our local community.

Also….
We are very grateful for the letter and the beautiful book. We can’t wait to
start reading the Bible Stories every day to Victoria.
God Bless you all,
Matthew & Paula Rudloff
On a personal note, thank you too all of you who prayed for my son Ryan
after his Covid diagnosis, and for checking with me to see how he was
doing. I will be forever grateful to all of you for your prayers, kindness and
compassion.
Many Blessings to all of you,
Kelly
I want to share my gratitude for adding me to the prayer chain last month
when I was diagnosed with COVID. Those of you who have had family or
friends with the virus know it can be a very stressful time, and your prayers
provided comfort to both me and my family during a difficult time. I'm
happy to say I'm on the road to recovery.
Thank you and God Bless,
Ryan Marshall

September 14, 2021
+Tori Gable and Barb Stoneburner both plan to remain on Council for a
third term.
+There was nothing to report regarding current sound equipment in the
sanctuary~~quotes for new equipment, as discussed during our August
meeting.
+Return to in person worship review: bell choir has started practicing, will
play at service on September 26; chancel choir has not yet resumed; Sunday
School for children begins September 19.
WOWS:
*Children's Sunday School starting
*Bell choir starting

God’s Work. Our Hands.
Sunday School Update
Our children’s class (kindergarten – 6th grade) and high school class
have started meeting again Sunday mornings after the 9:00am service.
We spent the last 2 Sundays in September doing God’s work with our
hands. Those attending church in person may have noticed the signs
the kids made for the pews on September 19th. On September 26th,
the kids walked down to Christ’s Table with lots of donations for the
Little Pantry as well as with 3 mum planters with signs thanking the
people who serve there. Before they left, they used sidewalk chalk to
draw pictures and write positive messages around the Little Pantry and
front doors of Christ’s Table.
Beginning on October 3, we will start lessons from the Old Testament.
The high school kids – SoulFire - are meeting upstairs in the Soulfire
room.
This year’s Sunday School teachers are Gloria Bailey, Mari Frick,
Stephanie Rudloff, Nicole Wilkins and Doug Smith.

Confirmation class will begin on Sunday October 3rd at 6:00 P.M. and
continue each Sunday throughout October. There will be no class on
Sunday October 24; class will resume on Sunday October 31st. If you have
any questions, please feel free to contact Pastor Mark. .

First, a HUGE “Thank You” to everyone from SJLC who has
volunteered at Christ’s Table during the past year! Your service has been
needed and greatly appreciated. With changing health guidelines Christ’s
Table has resumed serving inside the building from their regular serving
line.
SJLC will continue to volunteer the last Monday of each month. We
have a dedicated crew that continues to volunteer faithfully.~~You are
greatly appreciated!~~There is always space for additional volunteers. We
generally serve from 11:00-1:00. (It’s great if volunteers can be present by
10:40 to get organized.) If you are interested in joining the SJLC Christ’s
Table crew, or simply would like more information regarding this ministry,
please contact Barb Stoneburner. Our next scheduled day to serve is
Monday October 25th.

The blessing of the quilts for Lutheran World Relief will be on Sunday
October 10, 2021.
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