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From Pastor Mark’s desk:
One of the memes that I saw recently on Facebook is a commentary of the
situation of the world we are living in right now. A world that for all of us really
seems to be in such an absolute mess, that I am not sure what can be done to make
it any better. In any case, the meme said, “If you think 2020 was bad, just wait
until next year when it turns 21 and can start drinking!”
I guess the meme really does fit my mood these days, because I am not
particularly hopeful about things right now. I am thinking about what this past
year has brought us, and it doesn’t really feel like there is any resolution to any of
it. As I write this, I have just listened to the governor explain that it is going to
take a number of months before we are going to be able to get vaccinations to all
the people who want it. We have the news about the latest fights in Congress, that
they have passed a COVID relief measure that is so meager as to make no
difference, while at the same time spending astronomical amounts of money for
other countries. The news continues of all of the legal battles about the most
contested election that I can remember.
The trouble with all of this is that I have always been taught (and believed)
that the new year was supposed to bring hope! Unfortunately, that brings us to the
question of what we are supposed to do with all of the frustration and anger that we
have about the world. To answer that, let me draw on the work of someone who
has helped so many of us through the years. Mister Rogers wrote a song called
What Do You Do with the Mad That You Feel? I think it helps. He writes:
What do you do with the mad that you feel
When you feel so mad you could bite?
When the whole wide world seems oh, so wrong
And nothing you do seems very right?
What do you do? Do you punch a bag?
Do you pound some clay or some dough?
Do you round up friends for a game of tag?
Or see how fast you go?
It’s great to be able to stop
When you’ve planned a thing that’s wrong
And be able to do something else instead
And think this song:

I can stop when I want to
Can stop when I wish
I can stop, stop, stop any time
And what a good feeling to feel like this
And know that the feeling is really mine
Know that there’s something deep inside
That helps us become what we can
For a girl can be someday a woman
And a boy can be someday a man1
What the song really says to me, is to remind me that I can’t control
everything around me, but I can control myself. Yes, there are times to be upset.
There are times to be frustrated. There are times to be afraid. The difference is in
how we choose to deal with those times.
The good news for us is that we know the world does not have the final
answer. We know that in the resurrection, our Lord has conquered sin, death and
the devil. We know that we have been joined into the Lord’s family in the waters
of baptism, and that is what we can hold to as we face the challenges of our world.
Remember what St. Paul says in his letter to the church in Rome,
“1Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ, 2through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which
we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. 3And not only
that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces
endurance, 4and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5and
hope does not disappoint us, because God's love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.”2
When we keep it all in this perspective, that is how we can have the hope
for the new year. No, the world might not get better anytime soon, but that is not
our hope. Our hope does not disappoint!
Here’s hoping for a much-improved new year!

Until next time,
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January 12, 2021
+Pastor Mark installed the 2021 Council members.
+Ash Wednesday service February 17 on-line worship at noon, with
drive-up communion and dispensation of ashes at 1:00-2:00 and
6:00-7:00.
+Wednesday Evenings Lenten services February 24, March 3, 10,
17, 24 on-line worship at 7:00.
+Maundy Thursday service April 1 on-line worship, time to be
determined.
+Good Friday service April 2 on-line worship, time to be
determined.
+Synod Assembly planned as on-line June 4-5, 2021. SJLC needs
one male, one female delegates.
+Facebook no longer supports a call-in number for on-line
worship. St. John’s will contact PhoneLiveStreaming.com to provide
call-in number for worship.
WOWS
*To Vicar Rob for approval by home congregation for Ordination.
*To Kelly for organizing card shower for Norm and Pat Shade.

Quarter Project
Donations to the Quarter Project in January, February and March
will be given Response.
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CW WILKINS
GAIL SWINGLE
PAULA RUDLOFF
SARAH LINHART
RON GRANDSTAFF
JEANIE GREEGOR
SARA GRANDSTAFF
ALEX COMBS
DOUG SMITH
ABBY MAST
REBECCA CALLIHAN
ELIZABETH TEMPLIN
CHET KING
WAYNE CUNNINGHAM
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ANNIVERSARIES
DAN & SHANON YAWKEY
MATTHEW & PAULA RUDLOFF
JEFF & HOLLY MOORE
DOUG & JILL SMITH
JIM & GAIL SWINGLE
BILL & KAREN BAKER
NORM & PAT SHADE
GARY & GLORIA BAILEY
STEVE & DIANNE SHIRER

Thank you to Chuck Rath and Ken Dunn for repairing my deck. I
am grateful for all the work you did.
Donna Miller
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Christ’s Table continues to serve meals to our community during social
distancing and St. John’s members continue to volunteer the last Monday of
each month. Meals are packaged in to-go containers and picked
up at the back of the building. (Volunteers serve from the delivery area of
the building as people come from the parking lot to pick up containers.
Christ’s Table continues to send homebound meals on their
regular routes daily. They continue to serve an increased number of to-go
meals as compared to numbers served prior to the Coronavirus pandemic.
St. John’s date to serve is January 25th. Volunteers are asked to arrive by
10:30-10:40. We serve meals until 1:00
Thanks to our faithful volunteers! (There’s always room for new people
who are interested in volunteering!)

May there always be work for your hands to do,
May your purse always hold a coin or two.
May the sun always shine on your windowpane.
May a rainbow be certain to follow each rain.
May the hand of a friend always be near you.
May God fill your heart with gladness to cheer you.
The Church Staff extends a heartfelt Thank You for the prayers, cards and
gifts. Your kindness and generosity are greatly appreciated. We wish all of
you an incredibly Happy & Blessed New Year.
Sincerely,
Pastor Mark, Vicar Rob, Chuck Archer, Mark Pinnick, Kelly Moore, Taffy
Tippett

Kroger Community Rewards
Kroger is committed to helping our communities grow and prosper. Do you have
a Kroger Plus Card? If so, you can designate St. John’s Lutheran Church to be
the recipient of your Kroger Rewards Card. It only takes a few minutes to sign
up for this program.
To enroll have your Kroger Plus Card ready:
• Go to krogercommunityrewards.com
• If you are a new online customer click on SIGN UP TODAY in the
“New Customer” box
• Sign up for a Kroger Reward
• Account by entering your zip code, clicking on favorite store,
entering your email address and
• creating a password to process to the next step
• You will then get a message to check your email inbox and click on
the link within the body of the email
• Click on My Account and use your email address and password to
proceed to the next step
• Click on Edit Kroger Community Rewards information and input
your Kroger Plus card number
• Update and confirm your information
• Enter St. John’s number 65090, or St. John’s Lutheran Church,
select organization from the list and click on “confirm”
• To verify you are enrolled correctly, you will see your
organization’s name on the right side of your information page.
• Do you use your phone number at the register: Call 1-877-576-7587
to get your Kroger Plus card number
REMEMBER, purchases will not count until you have registered your card.
Members must swipe their registered Kroger Plus card or use their phone
number that is related to their registered Kroger Plus card when shopping for
each purchase to count. Please encourage other family members and friends to
select St. John’s as their Kroger Plus rewards recipient.

Welcome to Tithe.ly
What is Tithe.ly? Tithe.ly is a new way you may use to make your
contributions to St. John’s. It’s easy, it’s fast, it can be done anytime, from
anywhere, and most importantly, it will not cost you anything!

Members will still receive envelopes to use for their
contributions.

St. John’s members volunteered on Saturday (12/12/20) to help ring the
bells for donations to the Salvation Army Red Kettle campaign. Thanks to
Maria, Gretchen, Barb, Jeff, Becky, Alex, Mari, and Garrett!
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