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From Vicar Rob’s Desk,
Grace and peace to you all from God our Father and our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ.
Happy New Year! Yes you heard that right, even though we’re
in December we have indeed started a new liturgical year with the start
of Advent. And this also marks the final stretch of my internship here
with all of you at St. John’s. A couple weeks ago I went through my
final interview and meeting with the committee on church vocations in
my home synod of Northwestern Pennsylvania and I have been
approved by the committee for ordination as a minister of word and
sacrament. In other words, I have been given the final okay to become a
pastor once I graduate.
Being that this is my December article, I would have liked to do
a year in review on everything that has happened in the last 12 months,
but we all know that the pandemic got in the way of many things that
were planned to happen and instead I got a crash course in how to be a
pastor in a pandemic. For that reason alone, this will certainly be an
experience I will always remember. But I still have about six months
left here and there is work to be done.
By January, maybe even a little sooner, we’ll finally launch our
new streaming set-up so that worship will be more than just Pastor
Mark and I standing in front of a laptop every Sunday. Piece by piece
we’ve been putting together a more professional level set up with a new
camera, computer, and other A/V equipment. The end goal is to
continue to reach out beyond this community and live out that Great
Commission that Jesus gave to his apostles, that we go out and make
disciples of ALL nations, emphasis on the “all”. Through Facebook
tracking, I have noticed that St John’s Lutheran Church has gone
international with people watching our worship services in Canada,
Guyana, Indonesia, Singapore, and Pakistan as well as around the

United States from coast to coast. You read that right, people from all over
the USA and around the world have tuned in to worship with us. Despite all
the bad that 2020 has brought, that is a huge positive, one that should be
carried into the New Year. Let’s together make 2021 the best year possible.
Prayerfully yours,

Vicar Rob Eller

We are proud to lift up our intern, Vicar Robert Eller. He has been
approved for ordination by the Northwestern PA Synod, ELCA. |Vicar Rob
will soon start the process of looking for a first call pastorate to begin after
graduation in the spring.

Christ’s Table continues to serve meals to our community during social distancing
and St. John’s members continue to volunteer the last Monday of each month.
Meals are packaged in to-go containers and picked up at the back of the building.
(Volunteers serve from the delivery area of the building as people come from the
parking lot to pick up containers.
Christ’s Table continues to send homebound meals on their regular
routes daily. They continue to serve an increased number of to-go meals as
compared to numbers served prior to the Coronavirus pandemic.
St. John’s date to serve is December 28th. Volunteers are asked to arrive by 10:3010:40. We serve meals until 1:00.Thanks to our faithful volunteers! If you would
like to join us the last Monday of the month please call Barb Stoneburner. There’s
always room for new people who are interested in volunteering!

Revised Pandemic Policy for St. John’s Lutheran Church
Rev. 1, Nov. 25, 2020
In light of the surging Covid-19 Pandemic, which is now active among members
of the congregation and staff, it is necessary to modify the Resolution that was
originally passed by the Congregational Council of St. John’s Lutheran Church in
April 2020. Changes are shown in red. Upon agreement and approval of the
Executive Committee, it will be immediately adopted by Executive Order to be in
effect until the December Council meeting. The full Council will then consider it
for approval thereafter.
In consideration of the health and safety of staff and members due to the Covid-19
pandemic, the following practices must be followed until further notice:
1. All church doors should remain locked at all times.
2. Casual visits by members and others is strongly discouraged.
3. No person – member, staff or visitor – should enter the church with a fever,
any symptom of Covid-19, or if having been diagnosed with active Covid-19.
4. Members having keys may enter when necessary to conduct church business,
pick up or drop off items needed for church business or ministry, sign checks,
conduct building inspection or maintenance, etc.
5. Members not having keys, but needing entrance for any reason, should call the
church office ahead of time to ensure that a staff member is available to open a
door for entry.
6. Staff may enter for work purposes.
7. Contractors may enter for the purpose of inspections or necessary
maintenance.
8. All visitors, members and staff must follow social distancing rules at all times
on Church property. Specifically:
a. A minimum of 6’ of separation must be maintained between individuals at
all times.
b. Masks must be worn by all other visitors, inspectors, maintenance
contractors, etc. whenever in the building.
c. Masks must be worn by all members and staff whenever in any room or
physical space occupied by another person, even briefly.
d. It is strongly encouraged that no more than one person should be within an
office at any time. If absolutely necessary, two people may be in an office
for brief communication as long as both wear masks and maintain a
minimum of 6’ separation.
e. Any items to be signed, dropped off or picked up in person should be left
on the table outside the secretary’s office.
Wash hands and/or use hand sanitizer upon entering and leaving the building.

*Vicar Rob shared that he has been approved for ordination, he will
graduate in May.
*Council approved proposed recommendation of 2021 Budget to
congregation
*St. John’s will continue to worship on-line only based upon number of
Covid cases and Ohio’s state map postings at Red/Purple status.
*We will resume including announcements in weekly bulletins as a way of
staying connected.
*Council approved the list of 2021-22 Council Candidates to recommend to
congregation.
*Advent services will be on-line Wednesdays at 7:00—Holden Evening
Prayer Service.
*Christmas Eve service will be on-line starting at 4:00, with drive-up
communion after service.
*Council discussed plans for Annual Meeting. After considering options
and safety concerns we decided upon sending voting members a mail-in
ballot to vote on: 2021 budget; Council Candidates; election of Doris Hina
to balance of three-year Endowment Committee term ending December 31,
2022.
WOWS
*Norm has been doing an excellent job as Council President.
*Confirmation service with Bishop Dillahunt.

SOUPer Bowl Benefit Luncheon 2020 Follow-Up
Thank you to all St. John’s members who helped make SOUPer Bowl 2020
a great success! The planning committee members didn’t know what to
expect from a “No Show” SOUPer Bowl, and we were pleasantly thrilled
with the response of our community! St. John’s members bought tickets,
donated canned goods and made monetary donations. With the support of
17 Sponsoring Churches and 11 Corporate Sponsors, SOUPer Bowl ended
with a balance of $11,463.99. There was additionally an estimated
$3,000.00 worth of food donations.
Recipient organizations (Christ’s Table, Eastside Community
Ministries, Salvation Army, Fellowship of Christ’s Community, and
Muskingum County Senior Center) each received $2,270.00 and a portion
of the food drive items. Again, “Thank You” to all St. John’s members who
supported SOUPer Bowl 2020. The planning committee hopes to see
everyone in October for SOUPer Bowl 2021- -our 25th anniversary!

Handel’s Messiah Presentation
The 2019 Zanesville Civic Chorus 90th production of Handel’s Messiah
will be shown on WHIZ television several times for the holiday season.
Over 100 musicians are featured in this special Zanesville Concert. The
Zanesville Messiah production is the longest choral tradition of Messiah in
Ohio.
The viewing schedule on WHIZ is:
Saturday, December 12th 11:30 am-12:30pm Part 1
Saturday, December 19th 11:30am-12:30pm Parts 1&2
Friday, December 25th 11am-1pm Parts 1,2,&3
Friday, January 1 TBD Parts 1,2,&3
The TV presentation is being paid by a grant from the Virgie Lee
McLaughlin Fund.
There will be an opportunity for the community to respond with a gift to a
local charity again through the Muskingum County Community
Foundation’s Website or by sending a gift to their office @ 534 Putnam
Ave. The gift will go to the Southeastern Chapter of Habitat for Humanity.
The chorus had performed Messiah the week before in a New York City
production at Carnegie Hall. The NY production had an international choir
of 500 singers plus a full symphony orchestra. Zanesville was the largest
choir in this combined chorus.

4
5
6
8
8
9
9
9
13
15
16
16
20
20
20
22
23
26

1
1
2
27
30

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
JIM RUDLOFF
NICOLE DODSON
JOHN MAST
JENNIFER STOTTS
JOANNE WOOD
KALEIGH GREEN
BILL GABLE
JON KULLMAN
JAMES BERRY
CAROL MIX
ANITA MILES
ROBBIE FARNSWORTH
JOSHUA FOSTER
ED TEMPLIN
MARIA JAMIOLKOWSKI
SCOTT TEMPLIN
SHANE ROCKEY
ED YETTER
DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
BILL & REBECCA CALLIHAN
NATHAN & JENNIFER HARLAN
MICHELLE & TRACY FRITTER
WAYNE & VANGIE
CUNNINGHAM
SCOTT & KATHLEEN YETTER

The Advent wreath is a symbol of watchfulness and increasing
joy as we anticipate Jesus’ birth. The wreath’s circular shape symbolizes
eternity, or life without end. The candles remind us that Jesus is the Light of
the World — he brought light and life to a dark world (see John 1:4-5). On
each of the four Sundays of Advent, we light a new candle.
As the light grows, so do our hope and joy.
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St. John’s Family
Getting better aquainted for Ministry together!
Barb Stoneburner has been a member of St. John’s since the early/mid-1980’s,
transferring membership here because of the ministry opportunities offered
through St. John’s Church Barb has a Bachelors’ degree in elementary education
from Ohio University and a Masters’ degree w/reading specification from Ohio
State University. Barb retired from Franklin Local Schools after teaching first and
second grades for 33 years. In prior years Barb has been involved with SJLC
Learning Ministry Team, VBS planning rep and teaching Sunday School and
VBS. Barb has been a member of the handbell choir for many years - an activity
that she greatly enjoys. Barb serves as a lay reader and communion assistant during
services; and also takes communion to homebound members. Barb is a current
Council member and is an active member of SJLC Community Caring Ministry
Team, as well as Circle 5. Barb has been active with Amazing Grace Daycamp
throughout the years. Barb currently organizes SJLC Lenten/Advent meals and the
church picnic. Barb enjoys volunteering at Christ’s Table, as well as both
Eastside’s Fresh Produce Markets and Tools for School outreach. Barb is one of
SJLC’s representatives for the SOUPer Bowl Benefit Luncheon planning
committee and volunteers at the SOUPer Bowl event. Barb enjoys baking,
cooking and reading as free-time activities. Things Barb likes best about St. John’s
are the feeling of fellowship among St. John’s family, the continuing opportunities
for outreach and the music.

Mary Sims has been a member of St. John’s since 1977. Mary was born in
Cambridge, Ohio and lived there until moving to Zanesville to attend college.
Mary was previously a member of Christ Lutheran Church in Cambridge. Mary is
a paralegal specializing in probate law and works at the law office of Gotlieb,
Johnston, Beam, and DalPonte and hopes to retire soon. Mary is married to Mike
and enjoys reading, walking, knitting &crochet. Currently Mary doesn’t have any
pets, but she loves cats! Things Mary enjoys best about St. John’s is her church
family & friends, the beautiful sanctuary, along with music and fellowship.

St. John’s Lutheran Church
116 North 7th Street Zanesville, OH 43701
Office Hours Monday-Thursday 9:00 – 2:00
Friday 9:00 – 12:00
Phone 740-452-7569
Fax 740-452-4743
Serving Christ with You to the Glory of God
The Reverend Mark A. Combs, Pastor
pastormark@stjohnszanesville.org
The Rev. Sem. Robert M. Eller, Vicar
vicarrob@stjohnszanesville.org
Cantor, Mark Pinnick
cantormark@stjohnszanesville.org
Parish Secretary, Kelly Moore
kelly@stjohnszanesville.org
Handbell Choir Director, Chuck Archer
chuck@stjohnszanesville.org
Accountant Taffy Tippett
Sexton, Forrest Caldwell
Missionary The Reverend Jeffrey Truscott

