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From Pastor Mark’s desk:
What a strange time we are living in right now. It seems like there
are new rules and guidance for life almost every week, as we deal with
living with COVID-19. I am writing this late in August, and the high
school football season has begun, subject to change. The Governor
continues to address all the question of health and safety for us, and that
makes it all subject to change! For our part, we are tentatively scheduled to
return to in-person worship on September 13 , remembering that, like
everything else, it is subject to change. I thought that it might be helpful for
us if I would address some of the things we will be facing and doing to
allow us to return to in-person worship.
The very first place to start in this discussion is to remember that
this will not be worship like we were used to it. There will be a number of
things that will be a challenge for us. Following the guidance we have been
given means that we will have to do some things that will feel really
odd. Following my article, you will find a copy of the current church policy
for face-to-face worship. In an effort to minimize some of the heat, worship
will continue to be at 9:00 a.m. because we are not supposed to use our
floor fans. In the meantime, let me walk you through some of the things
that will be different.
First off, arrival will be different. We are asking everyone to come
in through the Market Street doors, wearing your mask, where you will be
greeted, have your attendance recorded, and your temperature taken before
you are escorted to a seat. We will be filling in the pews from the front of
the sanctuary, only sitting in designated spots to minimize cross traffic and
maintain social distance.
There will not be any printed bulletins or materials in the
pews. There will be a screen with a projector or you are welcome to bring
your tablet or mailed copy of the bulletin with you. Singing and public
speaking are discouraged, but you may silently mouth the words behind
your mask.
To avoid community spread, there will be no passing of the peace,
or offering plates. We are asking that we avoid handshakes, hugs, or any
other physical contact.
While we will celebrate Holy Communion on two Sundays of the
month, the distribution of the elements will happen as you exit following
th

the Facebook Live broadcast, with a drive -thru option for people who
participated from home on the broadcast.
I think one of the biggest challenges for us is that we are asking that
you remain in your seat until your pew is dismissed by the ushers. This will
be especially hard, as we so often like to linger and visit with our
friends. You will be asked to exit through the elevator door into the parking
lot, again trying to avoid cross traffic, and are encouraged to go directly to
your car.
I know this is a lot of change. To be able to make this happen, we
will be needing more helpers to usher, take temperatures and attendance,
and run the A/V equipment. We believe that will take 7-8 people per
week. If you are able to help with any of these jobs, please let me know.
Yes, it is possible that we have been too careful with this plan, but I
would rather err on the side of caution. In the end, remember that God is
still good and is looking out for our health and safety. We will get through
these times, and God can use all things for good. In our case, I have been
amazed at the number of people all over the country that we have connected
with through our broadcast. A broadcast that probably would not have
happened if it weren’t for the pandemic.
I hope that helps give you an idea of how we are moving in
forward. In the meantime, you can always contact me or Vicar Rob to help
you through.
Until next time, I’ll be looking for you in worship!

God’s Surprises
Don’t assume that God will always work in your life the way he always has.
A sunset is proof that God colors outside the lines. He has no status quo.
Even the laws of nature are his to interrupt. As many times as you’ve
prayed before, today may be the day when God sends the answer so swiftly
— so divinely — that you’re wind burned.
―Beth Moore

Policy for resumption of face-to-face Worship Services at St. John’s
Lutheran Church
Rev. 2, August 11, 2020
This policy is effective as of August 11, 2020 and will remain in effect until
further notice. It has been approved by SJLC Council for the resumption of
face-to-face Worship Services while complying with Ohio Dept. of Health
guidance for public gatherings and Southern Ohio Synod and ELCA
guidance and providing reasonable precautions for the protection of
members and staff from transmission of COVID-19. The policy will be
reviewed and adapted as conditions may dictate in the future.
1. Face-to-face Worship Services are tentatively scheduled to resume on
September 13, 2020.
2. For now, there will be only one Sunday service, held at 9:00 AM in the main
church for necessary social distancing and avoiding the need to clean/wipedown worship and common areas between services.
3. Facebook Live broadcasts will continue for the benefit of anyone not
attending worship in person.
4. Pews will be marked with pew cushions for seating with 6’ separation. You
may only sit in a space where there is a pew cushion.
5. Only one household per marked seating area. (Only members of the same
household may sit closer than 6’ apart.)
6. Use of fans is to be minimized because of the risk of spreading droplets from
coughs and sneezes. (The 9:00 AM service time is to take advantage of cooler
morning temperatures, noting that services without communion will typically
last less than an hour.)
7. For now, passing of the peace, children’s sermon, Sunday School, use of the
nursery, and parlor coffee/fellowship gatherings will be suspended.
8. Communion will be offered, for those present, after the end of the live
broadcast. Drive-in communion will be available later in the day.
9. Enter only at the Market Street door. Exit will be through the
Elevator/parking lot door. Exception to be made for anyone needing to use
the elevator to enter.
10. At the Market Street door, there will be a health screening, with a
temperature check. Attendance will be taken by a volunteer to help with the
need for contact tracing, should the need arise.
11. Face masks are required, as per the Governor’s current orders. If you do not
have a mask, the church will have one to provide you.
12. Photographs will be taken of the congregation during worship to help with
the need for contact tracing, should the need arise.

13. There will be no printed bulletins. Liturgy will be projected during this
time. If you wish to have a printed bulletin, please print from your e-mail at
home, or bring your tablet/phone for the bulletin.
14. Offering plates will be available just inside the entrance and near the exit for
members to place their offerings as they enter or leave the sanctuary for
worship.
15. To accommodate health screening, please consider arriving early, beginning
at 8:30.
16. When entering or leaving after the service, maintain 6’ distance from other
members or households. Ushers will escort you to your seat, filling in from
the front of the nave to the back to minimize cross traffic. Please remain in
your seat at the end of the service; an usher will come to dismiss you by pew.
17. Hymns will be projected and included in the e-mailed bulletin. Hymnals and
other pew items will be removed and stored to avoid frequent cleaning.
18. No singing or corporate speaking. You are encouraged to silently mouth the
words.
19. Only the restrooms (upstairs and downstairs) in the main church buildings
should be used, as these will be regularly wiped down. If possible, please
restroom at home before arrival.
20. Pew backs, pew pencils, railings, door handles and designated restrooms are
to be wiped down by the sexton on Friday and Monday.
21. Precautions to be followed by all worship attendees, including children:
a. Do not come to the church with a fever, any symptom of Covid-19, if
having been diagnosed with active Covid-19, or if you have travelled to a
quarantine area as defined by the Ohio Department of Health.
b. Maintain strict 6’ separation at all times.
c. Avoid handshakes, hugs and other physical contact with others.
d. Attendees are requested to bring and use their own hand sanitizer, if
possible. (The church will have hand sanitizer available for those that
need it, but re-supply is sometimes uncertain and not timely.)
e. Wash hands frequently.

August 11, 2020
+Council approved Vicar Rob’s tech proposal as presented at the
meeting. This will facilitate St. John’s continued on-line worship service as
an outreach ministry after we resume in-person worship.
+St. John’s Missionary Appeal is being conducted during August and
September.
+Council reviewed the revised Policy for resumption of face-to-face
Worship Services at St. John’s. At this time we continue with tentative date
of September 13, 2020 to resume in-person worship.
WOWS
*Committee for detailed Policy for resumption of face-to-face Worship
Services.

Our Annual Missionary Appeal is being
conducted in the months of July through
September. St. John’s supports an ELCA
Missionary with an annual commitment of at
least $1000. The entire $1000 comes from special
donations designated for that purpose from St.
John’s members.
Our missionary sends us periodic reports and,
from time to time, pays us a visit during home
leave. Our current missionary is The Reverend
Jeffrey Truscott, who serves as a lecturer and
chaplain at Trinity Theological College, a multidenominational seminary in Singapore. More
information and contact information for
Reverend Truscott is available on St. John’s
website.
Please consider a generous special donation
toward this important evangelism ministry.

The Reverend Jeffrey
Truscott,
Missionary, Singapore
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BIRTHDAYS
MIKE TEMPLIN
PEGGY GLAUB
JACKIE FARNSWORTH
GRACIE FERRELL
LINDA HARLAN
JONATHAN MCINTYRE
JANE BATES
DEBORAH HUTCHESON
NATASHIA FOSTER
ROD HOLLINGSWORTH
GRETCHEN JAMIOLKOWSKI
GARRETT FRICK
CHRIS OLNEY
MARY DODSON
CHUCK RATH
ANGELA MCCONNELL
REV. WILLIAM RUSH
ROBERT CORDER
DORIS HINA
ANDREA LAESE
DIANNE SHIRER
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ANNIVERSARIES
ED & CAROLE YETTER
JOHN & ANN PARKER
BRAD & ANN HOLLINGSWORTH
KYLE & LAUREN KOMAROMY
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Recycling
Aluminum Cans
The youth are still collecting aluminum pop cans to help build their youth
fund! There are recycling bins in the social hall and a large one is in the
back Sunday School room, downstairs next to the Quilters’ Room. Please
remove your cans from plastic bags – our containers are lined so you can
just drop the cans right in. Thanks for your support!

Christ’s Table continues to serve meals to our community during social
distancing and St. John’s members continue to volunteer the last Monday of
each month. Meals are packaged in to-go containers and picked up at the
back of the building. (Volunteers serve from the delivery area of the
building as people come from the parking lot to pick up containers.
Christ’s Table continues to send homebound meals on their
regular routes daily. They continue to serve an increased number of to-go
meals as compared to numbers served prior to the Coronavirus pandemic.
St. John’s date to serve is September 28th. Volunteers are asked to arrive by
10:30-10:40. We serve meals until 1:00.
Thanks to our faithful volunteers! Anyone planning to help serve in August
is asked to call Barb Stoneburner by September 23rd. (There’s always room
for new people who are interested in volunteering!)

ELCA Youth Gathering Update
Boundless: God Beyond Measure
Our St. John’s high schoolers learned some disappointing, but not totally
surprising news last month from the ELCA. The Youth Gathering they
were planning on attending next summer in Minneapolis has been
postponed. They will continue their fundraising efforts now looking
forward to 2022. The following was the ELCA announcement:
After much prayer and consideration, we have decided to postpone next
summer’s ELCA Youth Gathering to 2022 due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
The 2022 ELCA Youth Gathering will be held July 24 – 28, 2022, in
Minneapolis.
We give thanks for your prayers and patience as we have worked through
the details with our partners in Minneapolis and across the country. We
hope that by postponing the Gathering for a year, individuals and
congregations will feel more comfortable and prepared to attend the
Gathering in 2022.
We look forward to seeing you and experiencing the boundlessness of God
in Minneapolis in 2022!
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I kneel in prayer to the Father. 15All beings in heaven and on earth receive
their life from [God]. 16God is wonderful and glorious. I pray that [God’s]
Spirit will make you become strong followers 17and that Christ will live in
your hearts because of your faith. Stand firm and be deeply rooted in
[God’s] love. 18I pray that you and all of God’s people will understand what
is called wide or long or high or deep. 19I want you to know all about
Christ’s love, although it is too wonderful to be measured. Then your lives
will be filled with all that God is. 20-21I pray that Christ Jesus and the church
will forever bring praise to God. [God’s] power at work in us can do far
more than we dare ask or imagine. Amen.
Ephesians 3:14-21 CEV

Welcome to Tithe.ly
What is Tithe.ly? Tithe.ly is a new way you may use to make your
contributions to St. John’s. It’s easy, it’s fast, it can be done anytime, from
anywhere, and most importantly, it will not cost you anything!

Members will still receive envelopes to use for their
contributions.

St. John’s Lutheran Church
116 North 7th Street Zanesville, OH 43701
Office Hours Monday-Thursday 9:00 – 2:00
Friday 9:00 – 12:00
Phone 740-452-7569
Fax 740-452-4743
Serving Christ with You to the Glory of God
The Reverend Mark A. Combs, Pastor
pastormark@stjohnszanesville.org
The Rev. Sem. Robert M. Eller, Vicar
vicarrob@stjohnszanesville.org
Cantor, Mark Pinnick
cantormark@stjohnszanesville.org
Parish Secretary, Kelly Moore
kelly@stjohnszanesville.org
Handbell Choir Director, Chuck Archer
chuck@stjohnszanesville.org
Accountant Taffy Tippett
Sexton, Forrest Caldwell
Missionary The Reverend Jeffrey Truscott

