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From the desk of Vicar Rob
Is it really October already? As I look at the back window of my house
from my desk, I see the leaves starting to change colors, I’m wearing a flannel
shirt, drinking apple cider, listening to the Cleveland Browns on the radio, I
can’t believe that we’re already here, that it's already Fall. I think about that
first observation, the leaves changing colors and how it is very appropriate for
right now; how we as a church have changed so much in the last six months. If
you told me this time last year that we would be worshipping mostly online, I
would have probably laughed. But here we are and it begs the question; how
can we be church in times such as these?
I like to look to the early church in the book of Acts for inspiration as
well as what Jesus did in his ministry. While Jesus did teach in the
synagogues, that isn’t where some of his greatest lessons came from. He went
out among the people, going to where they were. His greatest sermon was
done from a hillside. The church in Acts was the same way, the apostles were
sent out to go where the people were, to evangelize. I think it’s high time that
we as the EVANGELICAL Lutheran Church in America take back that word
evangelical.
The word evangelical comes from the Greek word meaning gospel or
good news. So to evangelize means to spread the Gospel, or as we said in my
Greek class, to Gospelize. I don’t mean standing on a street corner and yelling
as people pass by but talking with your friends and family about your faith,
living out that great commission that Jesus gave in Matthew 28 “Go therefore
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I
have commanded you.”
When we start doing that, when we reclaim the word Evangelical as
part of what we as the church need to do, we can then fulfill the mission of the
church in the world. We need to do what Jesus commanded the disciples to do
Mark 16:15“And Jesus said to them, ‘Go into all the world and proclaim

the good news to the whole creation.’”
Prayerfully yours,

Vicar Rob Eller

September 9, 2020

+Update on tech project: Computer is up and running for on-line worship; we’ll
need to add another Wi-Fi hub for better reception in sanctuary.
+St. John’s Missionary appeal runs July-September—at end of August we had
received$372.20.
+There was extensive discussion of resumption of in-person worship service.
+We are currently recruiting Council candidates for 2021-2022.
+reviewing our Strategic Planning list from 2019:
1) We discussed including member biographies in the Chimes—these will begin
in the November Chimes.
2) We reviewed/discussed the list of SJLC Outreach Support, Projects and
Ministry SJLC that was developed at August Council meeting.
+We are beginning to consider how to proceed with the Annual Meeting this year.
WOWS
*Gretchen Jamiolkowski donated comfortable chairs for meeting in Social Hall.
*Norm continues to do super job covering church responsibilities while moving to
new home and community.

Christ’s Table continues to serve meals to our community during social distancing
and St. John’s members continue to volunteer the last Monday of each month.
Meals are packaged in to-go containers and picked up at the back of the building.
(Volunteers serve from the delivery area of the building as people come from the
parking lot to pick up containers.
Christ’s Table continues to send homebound meals on their regular
routes daily. They continue to serve an increased number of to-go meals as
compared to numbers served prior to the Coronavirus pandemic.
St. John’s date to serve is October 26th. Volunteers are asked to arrive by 10:3010:40. We serve meals until 1:00.
Thanks to our faithful volunteers! Anyone planning to help serve in August is
asked to call Barb Stoneburner by October 21st. (There’s always room for new
people who are interested in volunteering!)

Kroger Community Rewards
Kroger is committed to helping our communities grow and prosper. Do you have
a Kroger Plus Card? If so you can designate St. John’s Lutheran Church to be the
recipient of your Kroger Rewards Card. It only takes a few minutes to sign up
for this program.
To enroll have your Kroger Plus Card ready:
 Go to krogercommunityrewards.com
 If you are a new online customer click on SIGN UP TODAY in the
“New Customer” box
 Sign up for a Kroger Reward
 Account by entering your zip code, clicking on favorite store,
entering your email address and
 creating a password to process to the next step
 You will then get a message to check your email inbox and click on
the link within the body of the email
 Click on My Account and use your email address and password to
proceed to the next step
 Click on Edit Kroger Community Rewards information and input
your Kroger Plus card number
 Update and confirm your information
 Enter St. John’s number 65090, or St. John’s Lutheran Church,
select organization from the list and click on “confirm”
 To verify you are enrolled correctly, you will see your
organization’s name on the right side of your information page.
 Do you use your phone number at the register: Call 1-877-576-7587
to get your Kroger Plus card number
REMEMBER, purchases will not count until you have registered your card.
Members must swipe their registered Kroger Plus card or use their phone
number that is related to their registered Kroger Plus card when shopping for
each purchase to count. Please encourage other family members and friends to
select St. John’s as their Kroger Plus rewards recipient.
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Welcome to Tithe.ly
What is Tithe.ly? Tithe.ly is a new way you may use to make your
contributions to St. John’s. It’s easy, it’s fast, it can be done anytime, from
anywhere, and most importantly, it will not cost you anything!

Members will still receive envelopes to use for their
contributions.

St. John’s Lutheran Church is an eligible organization with the Amazon
Smile Program. Funds from Amazon Smile will go towards the Youth
Gathering in Minneapolis in 2021. It’s easy to register and anytime you
make a purchase from Amazon Smile you will see if it qualifies for the
Amazon Smile Program.
Some info about this program:
What is Amazon Smile?
Amazon Smile is a website operated by Amazon with the same products,
prices, and shopping features as Amazon.com. The difference is that when
you shop on Amazon Smile (smile.amazon.com), the Amazon Smile
Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products to
the charitable organization of your choice.
How to enroll in the Amazon Smile Program





Step One: Go to smile.amazon.com log in using your email and
password as if you were at amazon.com from there select a
charitable organization you would like to support.
Step Two: Select St. John’s Lutheran Church Zanesville, Ohio as
your charitable organization. Once you’ve selected St. John’s
Lutheran Church you are done!
Each time you purchase eligible items Amazon Smile will take care
of getting the funds to our account. You will also be able to see how
much money your purchases have generated for St. John’s.

In order for St. John’s to receive any funds generated by your
purchases you need to shop at smile.amazon.com.

These organizations are supported by SOUPer Bowl.
“No Show” SOUPer Bowl is October 18.
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