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From Pastor Mark’s desk:
I would usually start at this point with the disclaimer, “I don’t know
about you, but….” The truth is that, in this case, I have talked to enough of
you to know that you feel the same way that I do in our current life situation
of dealing with the effects of a world-wide pandemic. I look around at the
world and wonder if anything will ever get back to the way it used to be!
To give you some perspective of where I am coming from – last
week, I had the conversation with my Mom to say that it did not seem to be a
good idea for us to come to her house for Thanksgiving this year. I didn’t
want to take the chance of bringing something (COVID) into their house,
because I did not know what might have come home at my house. In the
meantime, I haven’t eaten out at a restaurant since March. We have only
had in-person worship three times since March, and I have no idea when any
of that is going to change. This is the part where I said that you do feel the
same way that I do when I echo the words of the psalmist, “How long, Oh
Lord, how long?”
To get us on the same wavelength, here is Psalm 13:
1
How long, O LORD? Will you forget me forever? How long
will you hide your face from me? 2How long must I bear pain
in my soul, and have sorrow in my heart all day long? How
long shall my enemy be exalted over me? 3Consider and
answer me, O LORD my God! Give light to my eyes, or I
will sleep the sleep of death, 4and my enemy will say, "I have
prevailed"; my foes will rejoice because I am shaken. 5But I
trusted in your steadfast love; my heart shall rejoice in your
salvation. 6I will sing to the LORD, because he has dealt
bountifully with me. (NRSV)
I think the psalmist really hits the mark here, because I am sure many of us
feel like God is hidden and has forgotten us in our struggles in this day and
age. We are beset with pain in our souls as we look at the divisiveness in
our electoral process. We are beset with pain in our souls as we look at the
divisiveness of the mask/no mask issue. We are beset with pain in our souls
as we mourn the rising number of deaths related to our on-going pandemic.
I am quite sure that we can all feel the psalmist’s pain and join together in
crying out to God for an answer to our pleas. The trouble with crying out to
God in this way often makes us feel uneasy, too!

The good news for us is that God can take it. I firmly believe that God
would rather us to be completely honest with our pain and feelings as we pray.
The alternative is to bottle those feelings up inside to slowly eat away at us, or
to dump them in vile vitriol on the people around us. God already knows what
we are feeling – why not be honest? Unfortunately, that doesn’t answer our
questions.
In the end, this really becomes a question of perspective. We have to
ask ourselves what we believe about God. When I was in Ninth Grade, my
math class was Geometry. One of the first things you learn in solving a
Geometry problem is to look at the givens – take note of the things that are
correct in the equation. I believe that this is exactly the same thing we are
supposed to do with God!
In the midst of all the things that are causing us pain in this world, we
have to adjust our perspective and stop to ask ourselves what we know about
God. We know that God is the creator, making the world and everything in it.
We know that God is well aware of the trouble we face in our sin, and then did
everything necessary to fix it through the death and resurrection of Jesus – you
know the verse from John, “For God so loved the world….” We know that in
the waters of baptism we have been joined into the family of God and adopted
as God’s children.
I think the George Straight song says it best to keep us in the right
perspective. The chorus says:
Let me tell you a secret about a father's love
A secret that my daddy said was just between us
He said daddies don't just love their children every now and
then
It's a love without end, amen
It's a love without end, amen1
How long? I really don’t know. What I do know is that God will not
leave us lost and alone. Think about the disciples in the storm-tossed boat
when they wake Jesus up to ask if he cares that they are about to die. Jesus
said, “Why did you doubt?”
What I do know is that God will not abandon us or leave us. In the end,
we will get through all of this and the promise of God will have held us safe all
the way to the end, because with God “It’s a love without end, amen.” That is
the good news to hold on to.
Until next time,

1

Love Without End, Amen Lyrics. (n.d.). Lyrics.com. Retrieved October 28, 2020, from
https://www.lyrics.com/lyric/949055/George+Strait.

St. John’s Family
Getting better aquainted for Ministry together!
Pat and Norm Shade have been married for nearly 53 years and members
of St. John’s since 2004, moving here from Houston, Texas. They are
blessed with two beautiful daughters, six grandchildren, and memories of
their son, a high-school senior who died in 1995. Norm and Pat graduated
together from Attica High School and Norm graduated from Ohio State
with Bachelors’ and Masters’ degrees in Mechanical Engineering. He spent
32 years in engineering and management with Cooper Industries and then
10 years leading ACI Services in Cambridge. Pat had various jobs in
medical offices and child care, but her primary position was running the
household. She enjoys bowling, gardening and visiting her four sisters.
Norm has tried retiring twice, but he still has an active consulting business,
regularly writes articles for trade journals, and publishes engineering and
historical books. He enjoys singing and volunteering at the Coolspring
Power Museum in PA. The Shades have been St. John’s choir members
since 2004, and Norm has been on the Council for nine years, six as
President. They recently moved into their new home at Catawba Island (not
actually an island!) near Port Clinton and will miss the choir and their many
friends in the St. John’s family.

Rod and Linda Hollingsworth were married at St. Johns in 1972. Linda
began attending St. Johns at the age of 1. Our children, Brad and Emily, as
well as our grandchildren, Sydney age 7 and Henry age 5, were baptized at
St. Johns. Over the years Rod has served on SJL finance ministry, church
council, church council president, deacon, and youth leader. Linda has
served as a Sunday School teacher, lay reader, acolyte coordinator, youth
leader, attended with 2000 ELCA Youth Gathering with 5 SJL youth.
Linda has also served on the Southern Ohio Synod nominating committee,
youth ministry and a representative to the 2019 ELCA Assembly in
Milwaukee. Rod and Linda have both served on the Board of Lutheran

Outdoor Ministry in Ohio and LOMO Finance committee and Board
Treasurer. Brad and his family attend St Johns while daughter Emily a
member of St Johns in Nashville TN. Rod retired from the Mental Health
& Recovery Services Board where he served 36 years as Executive
Director. Linda retired from the Chamber of Commerce where she served
as Accountant for 15 years. While the children were growing, Rod and
Linda were both actively involved with Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts.
Currently they both volunteer for Eastside Community Ministry where Rod
serves on the Board and Linda coordinates the Free Fresh Produce Markets
for low income households. Rod also serves as Board Treasurer for
Restored Citizens Network. Rod and Linda enjoy hiking, bicycling, and
spending time with the grandchildren. Rod also enjoys running.

Bill and Tori Gable were married at St. John's on June 12, 2010. They are
the proud parents of six children and have been blessed with six
grandchildren with another granddaughter arriving in December. Bill
graduated from the Ohio State University and has his dental practice in
McConnelsville. Tori is a financial advisor at Webb Financial Group in
Zanesville. Bill and Tori have served on the Finance Ministry Committee
for many years. Bill has been a past member of St. John's Council and Tori
is currently serving on Council. Together they love to cook, hike, bicycle
and work in their gardens. Bill loves to grow hot peppers. He has grown
some of the hottest peppers in the world, including the Ghost pepper, Viper,
Trinidad Scorpion and the Carolina Reaper. Their favorite tradition is
hosting all of the holiday gatherings with their family and having sleepovers
with their grandchildren. Here is their response when asked what they love
most about St John's; they replied, “We love the sermons, communion,
music and socializing with our St. John's family. St John's offers many
opportunities to get involved with different outreach programs to support
our local communities.”

Norm & Pat Shade.

4854 East Tradewinds Dr.
Port Clinton, OH 43452
Home 419-960-7475 Norm’s cell 713-206-9651 Pat’s cell 713-206-0388

Christ’s Table continues to serve meals to our community during social distancing
and St. John’s members continue to volunteer the last Monday of each month.
Meals are packaged in to-go containers and picked up at the back of the building.
(Volunteers serve from the delivery area of the building as people come from the
parking lot to pick up containers.
Christ’s Table continues to send homebound meals on their regular
routes daily. They continue to serve an increased number of to-go meals as
compared to numbers served prior to the Coronavirus pandemic.
St. John’s date to serve is November 30th. Volunteers are asked to arrive by 10:3010:40. We serve meals until 1:00.
Thanks to our faithful volunteers! Anyone planning to help serve in August is
asked to call Barb Stoneburner by November 25th. (There’s always room for new
people who are interested in volunteering!)
Our Annual Missionary Appeal is being extended
through mid-December. St. John’s supports an
ELCA Missionary with an annual commitment of
at least $1000. The entire $1000 comes from
special donations designated for that purpose
from St. John’s members. As of October we

were only half way toward our goal, so more
contributions are needed. Missionary work
goes on, despite the pandemic!
Our missionary sends us periodic reports and,
from time to time, pays us a visit during home
leave. Our current missionary is The Reverend
Jeffrey Truscott, who serves as a lecturer and
chaplain at Trinity Theological College, a multidenominational seminary in Singapore. More
information and contact information for
Reverend Truscott is available on St. John’s
website.
Please consider a generous special donation
toward this important evangelism ministry.
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ANNIVERSARIES
RICHARD & SARA LINHART III

Thankfulness, studies show, has multiple physical, mental and emotional benefits.
Psychologist Robert Emmons calls gratitude “fertilizer for the mind” because of its
powerful effects.
He admits gratitude isn’t always easy — especially when life throws us curveballs
(see the year 2020) — but says it can be most helpful during and after difficulties.
Emmons suggests reframing challenges using thankfulness-based language. Ask,
for example: Though I wasn’t grateful for the experience at the time, how can I be
now? What lessons did I learn, and how did I grow as a person?
Throughout his letters, the apostle Paul reframes his extensive sufferings and urges
us to do the same. “Give thanks in all circumstances,” he writes, “for this is God’s
will for you in Christ Jesus” (1 Thessalonians 5:18, NIV).
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October 13, 2020
...Confirmation is scheduled for November 1.
...This year’s Thanksgiving Offering is designated to Eastside Community
Ministries.
...This year’s Christmas Offering is designated to ELCA Disaster Response.
...Council reviewed the 2021 Budget draft.
...Progress was reported for recruitment of Council candidates.
...St. John’s Annual Meeting is scheduled for December 6. Information
regarding the meeting will be shared at a later date.
...We are starting a “St. John’s Family” article in the Chimes. Memberfamilies will be highlighted each month as a way for members to become
more familiar with all members of St. John’s family.
WOWS
*St. John’s on-line has gone international with worship: On Sunday,
October 11 we had one worshiper sign in from Indonesia and one sign in
from Guiana!
*Vicar Rob’s sermon on October 11.

The Annual Meeting of St. John’s Lutheran Church will be
held on Sunday, December 6 immediately after Worship. In
the event that Muskingum County is code red or higher on
that date, it will be rescheduled accordingly.
The meeting will be held in the main sanctuary with social distancing and
masks required. In the interest of minimizing risk to attendees, the meeting
will be very short and agenda will be limited to approval of the 2021 budget
and election of Council members. Information will be provided on both in
advance by mail and/or email.

St. John’s will be participating in the Adopt-a-Child for Christmas through
Muskingum County Children Services. Anyone wishing to participate may
send a check to the address below, or drop off any gifts to them by
December 4th.

Poinsettia Orders

We are going to hold off on taking orders for pointsettias until late
November/early December. With the current situation of Covid in
Muskingum County we feel it’s best to wait on ordering our pointsettias for
this year. We appreicate your patience and understanding with this and pray
that we can all be together again soon.

Serving Christ with You to the Glory of God

Cantor, Mark Pinnick
cantormark@stjohnszanesville.org
Parish Secretary, Kelly Moore
kelly@stjohnszanesville.org
Handbell Choir Director, Chuck Archer
chuck@stjohnszanesville.org
Accountant Taffy Tippett
Sexton, Forrest Caldwell
Missionary The Reverend Jeffrey Truscott

St. John’s Lutheran Church

The Rev. Sem. Robert M. Eller, Vicar
vicarrob@stjohnszanesville.org

116 North 7th Street Zanesville, OH 43701
Office Hours Monday-Thursday 9:00 – 2:00
Friday 9:00 – 12:00
Phone 740-452-7569
Fax 740-452-4743

The Reverend Mark A. Combs, Pastor
pastormark@stjohnszanesville.org

