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From Pastor Mark’s desk:
Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you disquieted within
me? Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, my help and my God.
(Psalm 42:11, NRSV)
When I started to write for you this month, I started to write
about the community of faith and the connection we have as the body of
Christ. I wrote two paragraphs, took a break, and when I went back to
read it, I was depressing myself! I do understand why. This time of
pandemic and social distance is very hard on people who are so
connected to community. I know that it has been especially difficult for
me, as I’ve dealt with the realities of not being able to do things that I
have always made so important like visiting people in the hospital. So,
I went back, erased everything that I had typed and started over because
I know you don’t need me to add to all of the discomfort that I am sure
you all feel as well.
To get myself back on track, I went back to my bookshelf and
found some writings that are written to help in times of stress and
sadness. The place the book started was with the Psalm I have at the
beginning of this article. In reflecting on what this Psalm says, there is
a reminder to me to pay attention to some of the things that I so often
say to you – that is, to keep things in their appropriate perspective!
So, my question is, how are you doing during all of these times
of stress? How are you feeling in relation to the on-going challenges of
staying at home as best you can and the challenge of wearing a face
mask when you go out? How are you feeling in relation to the
continuing strife of racial relations in our country? How are you doing
in relation to the challenges of what is going on with peace officers in
our country?
It seems to me that we have forgotten how to deal with
disagreements in our world. It seems like the first thing we do in any
situation where we disagree is to get angry. To be fair, some of the
things that are going on in our world do deserve righteous anger, but
how many times in our anger do we feel like there is no hope for a good
resolution to our situations? All of which gets me back to our question
of perspective.

We, as God’s people in this world, are challenged to approach things
differently than how the rest of world works. Yes, there are times to be
angry because of injustice and pain, but we are called to have a larger view
of the situation, knowing that God is here for us. We know where our help
comes from – our help comes from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth.
In the lessons on June 21st, we were reminded that we are worth more than
many sparrows!
So, in these disquieting times, our challenge is to keep our hope in
God, because that is our hope. God is the one who hears our prayers and is
always working to help us. I find that these verses from Philippians seem to
give it all the proper perspective:
Don't fret or worry. Instead of worrying, pray. Let petitions and praises
shape your worries into prayers, letting God know your concerns. Before
you know it, a sense of God's wholeness, everything coming together for
good, will come and settle you down. It's wonderful what happens when
Christ displaces worry at the center of your life. (Philippians 4:6-7, The
Message)
Until next time,

We’ve been working towards improving out internet capabilities and
finding a source for us to use for several things, including email. We have
been able to enroll into the Google Suite (G Suite) program for free through
the ELCA. We’re all set up and ready to go and have new email addresses.
Here are our new email addresses:
Pastor Mark pastormark@stjohnszanesville.org
Vicar Rob
vicarrob@stjohnszanesville.org
Mark Pinnick cantormark@stjohnszanesville.org
Kelly Moore kelly@stjohnszanesville.org
Chuck Archer chuck@stjohnszanesville.org
Chimes
chimes@stjohnszanesville.org
We will use the new Chimes address to send out the Chimes, bulletins, and
information about upcoming events, meetings, etc.
BEGINNING JULY 15TH WE WILL NO LONGER BE USING THE
EMAIL ADDRESSES ENDING IN @midohio.twcbc.com
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BIRTHDAYS
COURTNEY BATESON
VANGIE CUNNINGHAM
KAREN BAKER
CLAYTON BATESON
JEFF VINSEL
ALEXIS HIGGINBOTHAM
CAROLYN DEAN
DORTHA HAMILTON
BILL CALLIHAN
TORI GABLE
LINDA HOLLINGSWORTH
AUSTIN GREEGOR
PRESTON FRICK
DEB WALSTON
STELLA ROCKEY
JORDAN MACENKO
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JULY ANNIVERSARIES
ROGER & ALETA SMIDT
JEFF & PENNY VINSEL
CHRIS & LISA OLNEY
JIM & STEPHANIE RUDLOFF
BRAD & KIM BUMPUS

Congratulations to our graduates Cora and Emily!
The Learning Committee delivered quilts (made by Holly) to our
graduates
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June 9, 2020
*A Zoom account will be set up for St. John’s.
*Google G Suite has been added to our internet services and we’re adding a
You Tube channel. These will help with Facebook Live and Zoom
meetings.
*We’re working on initiating a call-in number system for members who do
not have internet service to use, in order to listen on their home phones to
Sunday services, Zoom meeting, etc.
*Finance and Ministry Teams should be starting prep work on 2021 budget.
*We discussed an option for members to make their offering contributions
by Online giving. An account will be set up with Tithe.ly.
WOWS
*Vicar Rob for noontime devotions
*Getting things organized for call-ins for Online service
Lutheran World Relief School Kits
School kits contain essential supplies to help children, and in some cases, adults
continue learning despite the hardships they face.
Include the following items in each kit:
· Four 70 sheet notebooks (2850-300 sheets total) of wide or college ruled paper
approx. 8”x101/2”; no loose leaf paper
· One 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on one side and inches on the
other
· One pencil sharpener
· One pair of blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel blades work well)
· Five unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; secure together with a rubber band
· Five black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink); secure together with a rubber band
· One boxy of 16 or 24 crayons
· One 2 1/2” eraser
· One sturdy drawstring backpack-style cloth bag approximately 14x17” with
shoulder straps (no standard backpacks); recommended fabrics include cotton,
canvas, denim, and twill.

Christ’s Table continues to serve meals to our community during social
distancing and St. John’s members continue to volunteer the last Monday of
each month. Meals are packaged in to-go containers and picked up at the
back of the building. (Volunteers serve from the delivery area of the
building as people come from the parking lot to pick up containers.
Christ’s Table continues to send homebound meals on their regular routes
daily. They continue to serve an increased number of to-go meals as
compared to numbers served prior to the Coronavirus pandemic.
St. John’s date to serve is July 27th. Volunteers are asked to arrive by
10:30-10:40. We serve meals until 1:00.
Thanks to our faithful volunteers! Anyone planning to help serve in June is
asked to call Barb Stoneburner by July 22nd (There’s always room for new
people who are interested in volunteering!)

Remember to pray for your Prayer Pal!
It's been a challenging few months….our youth need your
support. Keep your Prayer Pal in your heart.
 Pray for fun and safe opportunities this summer.


Pray for acceptance as the format for the new school
year unfolds.

 Pray for confidence to stay successful no matter the
circumstances!
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