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From Vicar Rob’s Desk,
Welcome to the season of Coronatide. What is Coronatide
you may ask? Well friends, it’s the exciting new church season
we’ve been in the midst of for the last month or so. But wait, I
thought we were in Lent and then Easter. Well, yes we technically
are but with everything happening, especially our new worship
experience, it feels like we’re in a new season. It feels like it’s
going on forever, much like Ordinary Time during the summer.
I’m not sure what color I would assign to this season, I think it’s
appropriate to go without one because we are without so many
things right now. And like how Advent is the season of
preparation and Lent is the season of repentance, Coronatide is the
season of lament.
A lament for things have been postponed or cancelled. A
lament for all the high school seniors who won’t get to go prom
this year, or perform in their last concert (as a band nerd I have a
soft spot for them), or play their final sports season in their
school’s uniform, or have the biggest rite of passage and cross the
stage to get their diploma. Weddings are being rescheduled or
drastically scaled back. Summer camps are closing. I received an
email a couple weeks ago that Lutheran Outdoor Ministries of
Ohio (LOMO) has cancelled all their events for the summer,
including traditional camps at Lutheran Memorial Camp and
Camp Luther and outreach programs such as Amazing Grace Day
Camps. I started last summer a couple weeks before our week of
Amazing Grace and I didn’t participate as much as I should have
or would have liked to. I am lamenting my lost chance to have this
experience.

In the Bible, there are many laments but out of those laments
comes even stronger faith. I am reminded of Ecclesiastes 3, “For
everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under
heaven.” Right now, it’s the time for lament, it’s the time for grieving.
But as one of my seminary professors would say “like a kidney stone,
this too shall pass.” It will be painful, there will be tears, but we will
get through this. We always find a way through this.
Prayerfully yours,

Vicar Rob Eller

Christ’s Table continues to serve meals to our community during social
distancing and St. John’s members continue to volunteer the last Monday
of each month. Meals are packaged in to-go containers and picked up at
the back of the building. (Volunteers serve from the delivery area of the
building as people come from the parking lot to pick up containers.)
Christ’s Table continues to send approximately 200 homebound meals on
their regular routes each day. To-go meals have increased to
approximately 350-400+ meals daily (as of mid-April). Total of
approximately 550-600+ meals daily!!
St. John’s date to serve in May is May 25. Since this is Memorial Day
serving hours will be adjusted to 10:30-12:30...volunteers should arrive by
10:15.
Thanks to our faithful volunteers! Please call Barb Stoneburner by May
20 if you are able to volunteer in May. (There’s always room for new
people, too!)

Council Highlights
March 17, 2020
*Council met via telephone conference call.
*Church gatherings will be suspended for several weeks. Synod has
suggested up to eight week suspension.
St. John’s will suspend four weeks and then review where things stand;
possibly extend suspension, if appropriate. All services and face-to-face
meetings suspended through April 12.
*Members will be encouraged to mail offerings to the church office;
possibly do electronic deposit or auto-deposit.
*Vicar Rob plans to lead worship through Facebook —streaming fees are
being waived right now. He will investigate possibly recording service
simultaneously on the computer. We also discussed posting service to St.
John’s web site, if possible.
*Synod Thrive Campaign is postponed until Coronavirus pandemic passes.
*Members who do not have access to computers will receive a weekly
mailing based upon what appears on Facebook.
April 7, 2020
*Council met via telephone conference call.
*Council members acknowledged our thanks and support to clergy and
other staff for carrying on in our behalf.
*Virtual worship opportunities have been appreciated and log-ons are
increasing.
*An overview of worship opportunities for Holy Week and Easter was
shared by Pastor Mark.
*We will continue suspension of worship and other ministry meetings and
events through May 10.
*A policy to discourage weekday visitors; keep doors locked to avoid
walk-ins seeking assistance until the pandemic passes was approved.
*We discussed the need of maintaining offerings; investigating ways to
recover lost income.
WOWS
*Staff support and loyalty during difficult time.
*Commend Pastor Mark, Vicar Rob and Mark Pinnick for leading virtual
worship.
*Council members for carrying on during this time.
*All the prep time and organizing Norm does prior to meetings.
*Stephanie took 58 kids’ activity bags to Genesis.
*Learning Team for putting out activities.

A Prayer for Memorial Day
We remember, O Lord, all those people throughout the years who have
made the supreme sacrifice for our country, for liberty, for us. Whenever we
breathe the air of freedom or claim the right to justice or enjoy the privilege
of worship, fill us with gratitude for those who selflessly gave the last full
measure of devotion — their very lives — for our benefit.
May these brave men and women now know the joy of eternity and your
presence. And may the families of the fallen receive comfort and peace
amid their grief. Help us as we minister to their needs. Through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.
St. John’s would like to thank VFW Post
1058 for the kind donation of a new flag to
our church.

Incarnation
The official flower of Mother's Day is the carnation, the favorite flower of
the mom of the holiday's founder, Anna Jarvis. Over time, the custom arose
of wearing a white carnation on Mother's Day if your mother has died and a
red one if she's living.
In fact, many carnation colors have special meanings. Pink carries the
richest Christian symbolism. According to legend, carnations first appeared
on earth as Mary wept while watching Jesus carry his cross. Where her tears
fell, there appeared pink carnations, symbolizing a mother’s undying love.
According to one theory, the English word for carnation comes
from carnis, Latin for flesh. From the same root comes incarnation, God’s
coming to earth in flesh. Thus, carnations remind us of our loving mothers
as well as our loving Savior.
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GREG BAILEY
JESSICA ROCKEY
RANDY FOSTER
LAUREN KOMAROMY
ELIZABETH BURRIER
ALETA SMIDT
ANDREW SMITH
ABBY ZINK
SONIE RATH
HELEN (LISA) BUNTING
TOM CORDER
JUDY DIAMOND
MATTHEW COMBS
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ANNIVERSARIES
JEFF & CHERYL MARANSKY
CLAY& NICOLE WILKINS
ED & DEBBY TEMPLIN

Thank you for the carnations for St. Patrick’s Day. It was so nice
for a bright pick me up. Thank you also for all the cards from Circle
5.
God’s Blessings everyone and stay well,
Donna Miller & Carol Mix
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Graduate Recognition

We would like to recognize our high school graduates here and
then hopefully at church once we are worshipping together again.
We are proud of you Cora and Emily and are excited for you as
you begin this next chapter! Congratulations!
2020 St. John’s Graduates
Emily Hutcheson – Tri-Valley High School
Emily will be attending Capital University.
Cora Wilkins – John Glenn High School
Cora will be attending California University of
Pennsylvania.
Micah 6:8 He has told you, O man, what is good. And what does
the Lord require of you? To act justly, and to love mercy and to
walk humbly with your God.

Jeff & Penny Vinsel 2620 Orchard Park Zanesville
Linda Harlan 500 Airport Road Zanesville
Kara Green 500 Airport Road Zanesville

The Learning Ministry Team would like to thank all those who are
part of our Sunday morning Learning Ministry here at St. John’s!
We want them to know that we appreciate what they do! Their
willingness to serve our congregation and its children has not
gone unnoticed. Thank you!


Sunday School Teachers:
Kindergarten – 6th grade: Gloria Bailey, Mari Frick,
Shelly Fritter, Jessica Rockey, Stephanie Rudloff and
Nicole Wilkins



Confirmation Class: Pastor Mark



Soulfire ( 9th – 12th): Doug Smith, Jeff Ferrell



First Communion Class: Vicar Rob



Adult Sunday School Classes: Vicar Rob, Chuck Rath, Deb
Walston, Ellen Shaw



Acolyte/Crucifer scheduling: Linda Ferrell



Nursery Volunteers: Gloria Bailey, Becky Combs, Mary
and Nicole Dodson, SeAnne Foster, Mari and Garrett
Frick, Shelly Fritter, Sara Grandstaff, Kara and Kaleigh
Green, Matt and Angela McConnell, Holly and Jeff Moore,
Shane and Jessica Rockey, Stephanie Rudloff, Chrissy
Foster, Carly and Breandan Wheeler and Nicole Wilkins

Good Morning Folks,
It is with great sadness that I officially let you know from the Amazing
Grace Day Camp Task Force that all LOMO in-person activities have been
canceled until further notice. This does include all residential,
day camps and Amazing Grace Day Camps through summer 2020.
After careful deliberation this difficult decision was made on Saturday by
the LOMO Board of Directors.
We, as the Amazing Grace Day Camp Task Force, share in your
disappointment. This spring has been an emotional roller coaster for all of
us. We all know the impact your efforts have on bringing the Good News
of our risen savior to the young people who attend. We thank you for the
energy that you have put in thus far to make the 2020 AGDC week a
success in your community.
We will be sure to pass on any additional information that comes out of the
LOMO office as it is received.
Feel free to send any questions our way. And please reply so that we know
that you have received the information.
Blessings on you, your Pastor, your council and your volunteers during this
most usual time.
Gary Pecuch
Southern Ohio Synod
Amazing Grace Day Camp Task Force

Kroger Community Rewards
Kroger is committed to helping our communities grow and prosper. Do you have
a Kroger Plus Card? If so you can designate St. John’s Lutheran Church to be the
recipient of your Kroger Rewards Card. It only takes a few minutes to sign up
for this program.
To enroll have your Kroger Plus Card ready:
 Go to krogercommunityrewards.com
 If you are a new online customer click on SIGN UP TODAY in the
“New Customer” box
 Sign up for a Kroger Reward
 Account by entering your zip code, clicking on favorite store,
entering your email address and
 creating a password to process to the next step
 You will then get a message to check your email inbox and click on
the link within the body of the email
 Click on My Account and use your email address and password to
proceed to the next step
 Click on Edit Kroger Community Rewards information and input
your Kroger Plus card number
 Update and confirm your information
 Enter St. John’s number 65090, or St. John’s Lutheran Church,
select organization from the list and click on “confirm”
 To verify you are enrolled correctly, you will see your
organization’s name on the right side of your information page.
 Do you use your phone number at the register: Call 1-877-576-7587
to get your Kroger Plus card number
REMEMBER, purchases will not count until you have registered your card.
Members must swipe their registered Kroger Plus card or use their phone
number that is related to their registered Kroger Plus card when shopping for
each purchase to count. Please encourage other family members and friends to
select St. John’s as their Kroger Plus rewards recipient.
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