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From Vicar Rob’s Desk,
“Whereas it is the duty of all Nations to acknowledge the providence of
Almighty God, to obey his will, to be grateful for his benefits, and humbly to
implore his protection and favor—and whereas both Houses of Congress have by
their joint Committee requested me “to recommend to the People of the United
States a day of public thanksgiving and prayer to be observed by acknowledging with
grateful hearts the many signal favors of Almighty God especially by affording them
an opportunity peaceably to establish a form of government for their safety and
happiness.”
Now therefore I do recommend and assign Thursday the 26th day of
November next to be devoted by the People of these States to the service of that
great and glorious Being, who is the beneficent Author of all the good that was, that
is, or that will be.”
This month we celebrate Thanksgiving (unless you’re Canadian and then
you already have). As President George Washington said in his 1789 Thanksgiving
Proclamation quoted above, Thanksgiving isn’t just about giving thanks for
everything we have been blessed with by God but also to the service of God. Just as
God has blessed us, we are to share those blessings with everyone else. St. Paul
wrote to the church in Corinth,
He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply
your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. You will be
enriched in every way for your great generosity, which will produce
thanksgiving to God through us; 12 for the rendering of this ministry not only
supplies the needs of the saints but also overflows with many thanksgivings to
God. Through the testing of this ministry you glorify God by your obedience to
the confession of the gospel of Christ and by the generosity of your sharing with
them and with all others, while they long for you and pray for you because of
the surpassing grace of God that he has given you. Thanks be to God for his
indescribable gift! (2 Corinthians 9:10-15)
How do we share this blessing? Through the spiritual gifts that God has
given us. Back in September council asked all of you to take a spiritual gifts
inventory during worship. The results have been tabulated and you will be receiving
a letter from me within the next month detailing what spiritual gifts you have. You
may be surprised by your results. Prayerfully consider the areas that you fall in and

think about where you can give back using those gifts. (Those of you who have the
gift of Skilled Craft, expect further follow up from me about a ministry project I am
putting together). If you have an idea for a particular ministry that doesn’t exist yet,
talk to Pastor Mark or myself. We want to put those gifts to good use.
Remember, we aren’t doing this for personal glory but to show God’s glory
to the world. As Lutherans we know that “For by grace you have been saved through
faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God—not the result of works,
so that no one may boast.” (Ephesians 2:8-9) but also that “faith by itself, if it has no
works, is dead.” (James 2:17). Share those blessings that God has given you.
Prayerfully yours,

October 8, 2019
2019 Thanksgiving offering is designated to ELCA Lutheran Disaster Response.
2019 Christmas offering is designated to Eastside Community Ministries.
St. John’s had been asked by the “Servants of the Shelter” group to consider being one of the
designated churches to help provide warm overnight shelter for individuals this winter. We
heard back from the group that the city of Zanesville is not granting the necessary permits to
allow this outreach.
St. John’s has made a commitment to be bell ringers for the Salvation Army Kettle
Campaign on November16th at the Colony Square Mall Food Court entrance. See sign-up
sheets on Evangelism boards to volunteer one or two hours for a shift on that Saturday.
Those Council members whose term is up-Tori Gable, Norm Shade, Barb StoneburnerHave all agreed to serve another term.
77 Spiritual Gifts surveys were completed on September 15.
WOWS:
*77 survey responses
*Family Fun/Fellowship Sunday
*Fellowship time in Parlor

CONSECRATION SUNDAY – NOVEMBER 17
This summer and early fall, we focused on discovering our individual spiritual gifts. We are
now challenged with nurturing/developing those gifts and using them as God would direct
us.
In October and November, we have been asking the question, What Is Stewardship? There
are many answers, but the bottom line of Stewardship is Jesus Christ. We give
out of love and gratitude for all that God has first given us, including His only
Son as payment for our sins. “And God is able to provide you with every blessing in

abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every
good work.” 2 CORINTHIANS 9:8
God tells us to tithe. What does that mean? In several scriptural passages, the tithe is defined
as 1/10 (10%) of our harvest, or, in today’s terms, 1/10 of our income. We start by
recognizing that tithing is not giving, tithing is returning to the Lord. Gratitude
must by our primary motivation for giving.
If you aren’t already there, tithing may seem like an impossible step. But we can work
toward that goal if we really want to obey what God tells us to do. A realistic way to get
there is to increase our giving by just 1% of our annual income.
The chart below explains how that works. Find your annual household income in the first
column, your weekly income in the second column or your monthly income in the third
column. Horizontally on that line, find your weekly offering to St. John’s. The percentage
at the top of the column is the % of your income that you currently contribute.
If you want to grow toward the 10% tithe (or beyond) that God wants, one way is to
increase your weekly giving by 1% if your income. The fourth column shows how much a
1% increase in weekly giving would be, based on your income.
Two examples may help understand the chart better:
1. If your weekly income were $481 (annual income of $25,000), an increase of 1%
of your income would be an increase of $5 per week over what you currently give.
(Note that a 10% tithe would be a weekly offering of $48.)
2. If your weekly income were $962 (annual income of $50,000), an increase of 1%
of your income would be an increase of $10 per week over what you currently
give. (Note that a 10% tithe would be a weekly offering of $96.)
On Consecration Sunday, November 17, each member will be asked to consider
growing their giving using the chart and an Estimate of Giving card like the one
below. To prepare, review you annual income, study the chart, talk with God in
prayer, and come prepared on November 17 with your response.
St. John’s Lutheran Church

Stewardship Ministry Team

Jeff and Holly Moore
and Boy Scout Troop 128
cordially invite you to attend the
Eagle Scout Court of Honor for

Scott T. Moore
Sunday, November 10, 2019
2:00 p.m.
St. John’s Lutheran Church
116 North 7th Street
Cake reception following the ceremony
An RSVP would be appreciated, so that we can plan appropriately for
seating and refreshments.
Please contact Holly Moore at:
740-450-8447 (home), 740-408-4952 (cell/text), or
jhmoore1999@columbus.rr.com (e-mail)
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
SOPHIA ROCKEY
STEPHANIE RUDLOFF
JUDY WOLFORD
JAMES WOOD
DAN YAWKEY
SYDNEY HOLLINGSWORTH
JENNIFER ZAHN
LINDA FERRELL
BILL ANDERSON
AUDREY DAVIS
SYDNEY HOLLINGSWORTH
RITA MCINTYRE
MARI FRICK
FYNN MCCONNELL
JENNA BERRY
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NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
RICHARD & SARA LINHART III

A Community Thanksgiving Celebration will be held on Tuesday November 26th at 7PM:
Union Baptist Church
56 8th Street
Zanesville, OH
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November 3
All Saints’ Day
No early service
Lector Vicar Rob
Lay Assistant Jessica Rockey, Mary Sims
Acolytes Reagan Green, Ella Willman
Crucifer Kaleigh Green
Nursery Jessica & Shane Rockey
Sound Jim Rudloff

November 10
Lector 8:00 Ellen Shaw
Lay Assistant 8:00 Ellen Shaw
Greeters 8:00 Peggy Glaub
Acolytes
Crucifer
Nursery
Sound

10:30 Barb Stoneeburner
10:30 Carly Wheeler, Tori Gable
Brooklyn Ferrell, Lathan Fritter
Scott Moore
Becky Combs, Stephanie Rudloff
Randy Foster

November 17
Lector 8:00 Sharon Stoneburner
Lay Assistant 8:00 Vicar Rob
Greeters 8:00 Doris Hina
Acolytes
Crucifer
Nursery
Sound

10:30 Waynette Bridwell
10:30 Waynette Bridwell, Stephanie Rudloff
Cora & Chelsea Wilkins
Emily Hutcheson
Angela & Matt McConnell
Doug Smith

November 24
Lector 8:00 Rebecca Callihan
Lay Assistant 8:00 Rebecca Callihan
Greeters 8:00 Judy Diamond
Acolytes
Crucifer
Nursery
Sound

Ushers: Wayne Cunningham, Jeff Moore
Deacons Jeff Moore, Gretchen Jamiolkowski

10:30 Vickie Moore
10:30 Jeff Ferrell, Norm Shade
Alex Combs, Sofia Rockey
Matthew Combs
Mary & Nicole Dodson
K.C. Frick/Preston Frick

Date: Sunday December 8, 2019
Time: Immediately following the 10:30 service
There will be a potluck lunch between the service and meeting. This is a true
potluck...bring your favorite dish to share. Please be aware--there will NOT be anyone
in the kitchen during the service, so if you bring a hot dish it is your responsibility to
take care of having it heated for the lunch. The following items will be provided:
plates, plastic ware, napkins, cups and drinks.

Advent Giving Trees
Our “Operation Christmas Child” trees will soon be our “Advent Giving
Trees” as we get ready to start the Advent Season! Once again we will be
collecting donations for the Salvation Army for the Christmas Season. They
will be filling Christmas needs for boys and girls ages newborn to 12. Some
suggestions for donations might be blankets, dolls, Hot Wheels cars, Legos,
jewelry, barbies, markers, crayons/markers, coloring books, DVD’s, CD’s,
books, clothing, games, hats, gloves/mittens, etc. Your donations can be left
under the tree in the sanctuary or the tree outside the parlor. Your gifts will
be delivered to the Salvation Army the week of December 2nd.
Thank you!
The Learning Ministry Team

Operation Christmas Child
Operation Christmas Child boxes will be assembled and dropped off at Rolling
Plains United Methodist Church this month. Thank you to all who have
donated items, filled your own shoe box or made a monetary donation. We
will report the total number of boxes we sent in the December Chimes.

The Sunday School Christmas Program will be
December 15th at the 10:30am service. Parts will be
assigned and practices will begin during the Sunday
School hour in November. This is always a good
experience for the children! Please encourage
your children and grandchildren to participate!

Another Successful and Spook-Tacular Trunk-or-Treat
A big thank you to everyone who helped to make our 7th consecutive Trunk-orTreat possible again this past October. We enjoyed a windy, but not rainy, fall
afternoon as approximately 60 of our Amazing Grace, neighborhood and St. John’s
children and their families gathered for the event. Thank you to everyone who
passed out or donated candy. Thank you, KC Frick, for applying for and receiving a
Thrivent Action Team Visa card that we used to cover all our expenses! Thank you
to Bill and Tori Gable who did all the shopping, planned the game and craft, and
then grilled all the hotdogs. Thank you, also, to Barb Stoneburner who baked
delicious homemade cookies to pass out with the hotdogs and chips and to Brooklyn
Ferrell who did our face painting. Although the candy is a highlight of Trunk-orTreat, this is truly a ministry of hospitality and outreach; events such as this enable
us to continue to build the connections that we’ve developed with our Amazing
Grace families over the years and to meet some of our neighbors.

Holiday Concert Trip
We still have tickets available for the Michael W. Smith & Amy Grant
Holiday Concert on December 1st. The show is at Nationwide Arena
and begins at 7PM. Cost for the trip is $62.70 (includes ticket and bus).
Please let Doug Smith know if you are interested in going. Money for
the trip can be turned in now.

We continue to have a great crew that volunteers at Christ’s Table once a month. We cover
a shift from 10:30 to 1:00 the last Monday of the month. So far we’ve worked at the
serving line, but might occasionally be asked to help dry dishes or wrap silverware (if
serving line positions are filled). Sign-up sheets are posted on the Evangelism bulletin
boards located in the elevator entrance of the building and outside the chapel. Anyone
interested, please sign one of those sheets by the Monday before our scheduled date, so we
are able to notify Christ’s Table office personnel how many volunteers to expect. Thanks to
those who have helped, as well as those considering helping. If you have questions please
check with Barb Stoneburner.
PLEASE SIGN ONE OF THE SHEETS EVEN IF YOU HAVE VOLUNTEERED DURING
A PRIOR MONTH! Our next date is November 25th.

SALVATION ARMY SERVICE OPPORTUNITY

The Salvation Army needs volunteer bell ringers for their Christmas Kettle
Campaign. The Evangelism team registered our church congregation to participate
in this worthy cause on November 16 from 10:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. We will be
stationed at the Colony Square Mall Food Court Entrance. Each shift is for 1 hour
and more than one person can work a shift if you want company while ringing the
bell. See the sign-up sheet on the parking lot bulletin board, contact the church
office, or call Stephanie Rudloff at 740-607-7323.

_______ I am interested in volunteering to be a bell ringer for the Salvation
Army on November 16 at the Colony Square Mall (Food Court Entrance).

Community Activities
We “filled the bus” with items that were donated to Helping Hands
Zanesville; a homeless shelter that assists individuals with integrating
back into the community and securing a place to live.

Poinsettia Order Form

Filling the Little Free Panty
(Scott Moore’s Eagle Scout Project)

Size
6 ½ “ (1ppp) 8.25

Red

White

Pink

Jingle Bell

Burgundy

Poinsettia Order Form

Size

Red

White

Pink

Jingle Bell

Burgundy

6 ½ “ (1ppp) 8.25
7 ½” (2ppp) $13.25
8 ½” (3ppp) $18.00
10” (4 ppp) $25.00
12” (5ppp) $34.00

Orders need to be turned in by December 16th

St. John’s Lutheran Church
116 North 7th Street Zanesville, OH 43701
Office Hours Monday-Thursday 9:00 – 2:00
Friday 9:00 – 12:00
Phone 740-452-7569
Fax 740-452-4743
Serving Christ with You to the Glory of God
The Reverend Mark A. Combs, Pastor
pastormarkstjohns@midohio.twcbc.com
The Rev. Sem. Robert M. Eller, Vicar
reller@capital.edu

Cantor, Mark Pinnick
cantormarkstjohns@midohio.twcbc.com
Parish Secretary, Kelly Moore
kamoorestjohns@midohio.twcbc.com
Handbell Choir Director, Chuck Archer
Accountant Taffy Tippett
Sexton, Forrest Caldwell
Missionary The Reverend Jeffrey Truscott

