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From Pastor Mark’s desk:
I don’t know about you, but it seems to me that the world we live in does not
know how to be happy anymore. There seems to be a great number of people who are only
happy if they are angry about something. I know that I see this phenomenon in the world
around me almost every day. It is in the news, with political fighting and local violence.
When you add what seems to be rampant paranoia to the mix – the part about someone
always trying to get you – it just makes matters worse. I know there have been studies done
in recent years that would support this observation. All of this unhappiness in the world
challenges us, as God’s people, both in how we react to the world around us and in how we
approach our own lives!
So, what are we to do? One of the best and easiest things for us to do is to go back
and review our Catechism. Now, I know you are thinking that we all know the stuff of our
catechism quite well. While yes, I would agree that many of us remember what things are
in the catechism, I don’t think many of us keep the meanings in mind as well as we think we
do.
In this case, I am fairly sure that we all remember the Eighth Commandment, “You
are not to bear false witness against your neighbor.” Do we all remember what that means?
It means more than to just refrain from lying. Dr. Luther in his explanation of this
commandment says:
We are to fear and love God, so that we do not tell lies about our
neighbors, betray or slander them, or destroy their reputations. Instead we are to
come to their defense, speak well of them, and interpret everything they do in the
best possible light.1
Did you catch that last part: “interpret everything they (our neighbors) do in the
best possible light.”? If we are really following Dr. Luther’s direction here, how can we go
about thinking that everyone is out to get us?
Dr. Luther goes on to expand this definition in the Large Catechism, and he says:
Therefore, God forbids you to speak evil about another, even though, to
your certain knowledge, that person is guilty. Even less may you do so if you are
not really sure and have it only from hearsay. But you say: “Why shouldn’t I say it
if it is the truth?” Answer: “Why don’t you bring it before the proper judge?” “Oh,
I can’t prove it publicly; I might be called a liar and sent away in disgrace.” Ah, my
dear, now do you smell the roast? If you do not trust yourself to stand before the
persons appointed for such tasks and make your charges, then hold your tongue. If
you know something, keep it to yourself and do not tell others. For when you
repeat a story that you cannot prove, even though it is true, you appear as a liar.
Besides, you act like a knave, for no one should be deprived of his honor and good
name unless these have first been taken away from the person publicly.2
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Dr. Luther goes on in the discussion to point out the responsibility of courts and
judges, but makes it quite clear that unless we are judges, then we are charged to not engage
in gossip, even if sin has actually occurred. He makes it clear that there is a definite
difference in knowing about a sin and judging a sin. He likens those who do not follow this
advice as to be pigs rolling in manure and rooting around with their snouts. How that blows
up social media!
So the question that I am sure you are asking at this point is, “So pastor, what are
we supposed to do? There are times when these sins must be addressed!” This is true. Sins
(or slights or snide comments, etc.) do have to be addressed in our world. I believe that if
we were to handle these issues in the right way, then the problems of unhappiness and
paranoia in our society would be helped. The good news is that there is an answer – it
comes from the words of our Lord in Matthew’s Gospel. Dr. Luther explains it this way:
But the right way to deal with this matter would be to follow the rule laid down by
the gospel, Matthew 18, where Christ says, “If your brother sins against you, go
and tell him his fault, between you and him alone.” Here you have a fine, precious
precept for governing the tongue that ought to be noted carefully in order to avoid
this detestable abuse. Let this be your rule, then, that you should not be quick to
spread slander and gossip about your neighbors but admonish them privately so
that they may improve. Likewise, do the same when others tell you what this or
that person had done. Instruct them, if they saw wrongdoing, to go and reprove
the individual personally or otherwise to hold their tongue.3
How we treat our neighbors, even beyond our brothers and sisters in Christ is a
reflection on us, and hopefully shows the world what we believe about who we are and who
Christ is. I have asked the question before that, if we were put on trial for being Christians,
would there be enough evidence to convict us. How we live and interact with the world is a
great statement of the answer to that question.
Our calling to live out our Christian faith is the calling to be disciples of our Lord
in this world. It means that we have to do our best to live up to the Lord’s expectations at
all times. Now, remember, this is not a question of salvation. It is the challenge for us to
live in the grace that God has already given us in his Son’s death and resurrection. So, let’s
see what we can do, so that the answer to the question of would there be enough evidence
to convict is YES!
Until next time.

See you in church,
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We continue to have a great crew that volunteers at Christ’s Table once a month. We cover
a shift from 10:30 to 1:00 the last Monday of the month. So far we’ve worked at the
serving line, but might occasionally be asked to help dry dishes or wrap silverware (if
serving line positions are filled). Sign-up sheets are posted on the Evangelism bulletin
boards located in the elevator entrance of the building and outside the chapel. Anyone
interested, please sign one of those sheets by the Monday before our scheduled date, so we
are able to notify Christ’s Table office personnel how many volunteers to expect. Thanks to
those who have helped, as well as those considering helping. If you have questions please
check with Barb Stoneburner.
PLEASE SIGN ONE OF THE SHEETS EVEN IF YOU HAVE VOLUNTEERED DURING
A PRIOR MONTH!
Our next date is October 28th.

September 10, 2019
*St. John’s has been asked to provide over-night warm space this winter. We
would offer space for 2-4 weeks once or twice depending upon need. We would be
one of several locations providing this outreach and our only responsibility is
making the space available. Volunteers from “Servants of the Shelter” stay each
night and this group also transports cots to the hosting location. Discussion
was tabled until our October meeting, when representatives from this group will
be invited to meet with Council and provide further information.
*Our fire alarm system needs to be replaced. Council approved taking $1,545.25
from money remaining in the Towers Capital Campaign Fund to pay for replacement
of the system.
*There will be a second Missionary Support appeal in October since the first
appeal only resulted in $497.20 being given. SJLC pledged $1,000.00 in support
of this ELCA Synod ministry.
*Opportunities for volunteering to support Christ’s Table in various ways are
posted on both Evangelism bulletin boards.
*Welcome Center in the Parlor/Hospitality Fellowship is happening after both
services every Sunday. Stop by after either service and enjoy some fellowship
time together! Please consider helping serve at one/both fellowship times
occasionally.
WOWS
*There were enough volunteers on July 29 that we met commitments to both Amazing
Grace Daycamp and Christ’s Table.
*Amazing Grace Daycamp
*Church Picnic—nice event, good attendance.
*Parlor and Fellowship time on Sundays.

Many Hands Make Light Work
We are looking for new volunteers to help with Communion preparation. If you are
interested in helping, or have any questions, please contact Ellen Shaw.

Christmas in October!
(Our last collection month)
Thank you to all the people who have already turned in items and/or completed shoe boxes
for Operation Christmas Child – a project of Samaritan’s Purse. Operation Christmas Child
brings joy and hope to children in desperate situations around the world through gift-filled
shoe boxes and the good news of God’s love. We thank you for your continued support of
this worthy outreach project.
During October, the Christmas tree will be located in the sanctuary. There are still some
“suggestion ornaments” on the tree and donations can be left under it through Sunday,
October 20th. Monetary donations are also welcome! We’ll use that money to pay for
the shipping and handling that is requested for each box ($9.00) or to buy items to complete
boxes. Maybe you would like to assemble your own box? It’s very easy and makes a great
family project. Decide on whether you would like to shop for a boy or girl and then which
age: 2-4 yrs, 5-9 yrs or 10 – 14 yrs. From there use our suggested gift list or come up with
some ideas of your own! We also have an excellent DVD that you can borrow and watch
that will show you how to pack a shoe box – we’ll gladly share it with you! The Operation
Christmas Child website is also very informative.
Thanks, in advance, for your support of this project!
The Learning Ministry Team

Suggested Gifts (Samaritan’s Purse has made some changes):
* School Supplies: pens, pencils and sharpener, pencil case, crayons or markers, writing
pads or paper, solar calculators, coloring and picture books, glue stick, notebooks, small
adhesive tape, watercolor set and paper, playdough, stickers
* Toys: small cars, ball/tennis balls, dolls, stuffed animals, kazoos, harmonicas, yo-yo’s,
jump ropes, small Etch-A-Sketch, small Lego sets, Slinky, etc.
* Personal Care Items: toothbrush, bar soap (packaged and/or in a container), comb,
hairbrush, washcloth, adhesive bandages, reusable plastic containers (cup, water bottle,
plate, bowl), blanket, etc.
* Other: t-shirts, socks, underwear, shirts and pants, flip-flops, tote bag/purse, ball caps,
hat/scarf/mittens, sunglasses, hair clips/bows, toy jewelry, flashlights (with extra
batteries), rain ponchos, tools, sewing kits
Please DO NOT donate the following: candy; toothpaste; gum; used or
damaged items; war-related items such as toy guns, knives or military figures;
chocolate or food; seeds; fruit rolls or other fruit snacks; drink mixes
(powdered or liquid); liquids or lotions; medications or vitamins; breakable
items such as snow globes or glass containers; aerosol cans.

BIRTHDAYS
2
3
3
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10
13
15
16
23
23
28
30

JAN TANDY
JASON CHIPPS
SCOTT DODSON SR
REV. AL LAESE
CARLY WHEELER
KAREN MILEY
AL COLLINS
CLAY WILKINS
CONNOR OLNEY
ANN CORDER
MICHELE SHIRER
ELLEN VONADA
SCOTT YETTER

15
19
19
29

ANNIVERSARIES
ALAN & JEANIE GREEGOR
KC & MARI FRICK
KEN & JENNIFER JOHNSON
JESSICA & SHANE ROCKEY

We now have 2 great rocking chairs in the nursery thanks to Chuck Rath repairing our
broken one and the Dembski’s purchasing us a new one! Both rocking chairs are used and
appreciated each Sunday!
Thank you!
The Learning Team
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October 6
Lector 8:00 Ellen Shaw
Lay Assistant 8:00 Ellen Shaw
Greeters 8:00 Chuck & Soni Rath
Acolytes
Crucifer
Nursery
Sound

10:30 Mary Dunn
10:30 Waynette Bridwell, Mary Sims
Brooklyn Ferrell, Lathan Fritter
Scott Moore
Carly & Breandan Wheeler
Jim Rudloff

October 13
Lector 8:00 Linda Hollingsworth
Lay Assistant 8:00 Rod Hollingsworth
Greeters 8:00 Rod & Linda Hollingsworth
Acolytes
Crucifer
Nursery
Sound

10:30 Sandy Booth
10:30 Jeff Ferrell, Andrew Smith
Cora & Chelsea Wilkins
Emily Hutcheson
Holly & Jeff Moore
Randy Foster

October 20
Lector 8:00 Rebecca Callihan
Lay Assistant 8:00 Rebecca Callihan
Greeters 8:00 Georgiana Mangels
Acolytes
Crucifer
Nursery
Sound

10:30 Wayne Cunningham
10:30 Doug Smith, Gloria Bailey
Alex Combs, Stella Rockey
Matthew Combs
Kara & Kaleigh Green
Doug Smith

October 27 Reformation Sunday
No early service
10:30 Doug Smith
Lay Assistants Mary Dunn, Barb Stoneburner
Acolytes Nicole & Scott Dodson
Crucifer Garrett Frick
Nursery Chrissy Sharer, SeAnne Foster
Sound K.C./Preston Frick

Ushers: Bill Baker, Jeff Englehart, Jack Booth, Bill Gable
Deacons Randy Foster, Jeanie Greegor

Our Annual Missionary Appeal is continued
through the month of October. St. John’s
supports an ELCA Missionary with an annual
commitment of at least $1000. The entire
$1000 comes from special donations
designated for that purpose from St. John’s
members. At the end of August we have only
collected about half the amount needed to
continue that ministry.
Our missionary sends us periodic reports and,
from time to time, pays us a visit during
home leave. Our current missionary is The
Reverend Jeffrey Truscott, who serves as a
lecturer and chaplain at Trinity Theological
College, a multi-denominational seminary in
Singapore. More information and contact
information for Reverend Truscott is available
on St. John’s website.

The Reverend Jeffrey Truscott,
Missionary, Singapore

Please consider a generous special donation
toward this important evangelism ministry.

Appreciate — and act
October is Pastor (or Clergy) Appreciation Month, reminding church members to thank
their hardworking ministry leaders. But the people in the pews — though they might lack
official church titles — also play important roles in doing God’s work.
In User Friendly Churches (Regal Books), researcher George Barna compares the behavior of
people in growing vs. stagnant or declining churches. Members of growing churches actively
participate in the church’s ministry. “They did not divorce their faith from their lifestyle;
their faith was their lifestyle,” Barna writes. “They took seriously the classical Reformation
doctrine of the priesthood of all believers.”
By contrast, laypeople in stagnant churches tend to observe rather than participate. “They
perceived their role as being in the audience in the stands,” Barna notes, “nodding
approvingly in efforts to demonstrate religious behavior as the clergy went through their
paces.”
Appreciate your pastors, but then follow their example by living out your beliefs!

We’re preparing for our sixth year of Trunk-or-Treat on Sunday, October 27th from 1pm 2:30pm in the St. John’s parking lot. As you know this has been a great way to reconnect
with our Amazing Grace families and campers as well as the families that live in our church
neighborhood.
We are starting a bit earlier this year hoping that might make it easier for folks to
participate. We will have some light lunch/snack food available for those of you that chose
to stay after church and Bill Gable always grills hotdogs for those that attend the event.
It would be wonderful to have our parking lot filled with cars and friendly faces to welcome
the children! If you can join us, please let Mari Frick, Bill or Tori Gable know to help with
our planning. Everyone is welcome to wear costumes and decorate their cars, too, if they
wish. You’ll also need enough candy for about 60-75 children.
If you can’t attend there are still ways you can help! Candy donations can be passed out by
someone else that will be there. Those donations can be left in the kitchen and marked
“Trunk or Treat”. A Thrivent Action Team Visa card (sponsored by KC Frick – Thanks,
KC!) will be used to purchase our face paints, paper products, hotdogs, buns, chips, bottles
of water, craft items and other supplies.
Thanks, once again, for your support of this outreach to our Amazing Grace families and
neighborhood! We are hoping for a beautiful fall day and a good turn-out.
Your Community Caring Team,
Mari Frick, Ken Dunn, Barb Stoneburner and Wayne Cunningham

Bus Trip
Saturday October 12, 2019 10am-6pm Falliday Train Ride
Join us as we celebrate the arrival of fall aboard our Falliday Train Rides. Enjoy the crisp
autumn air and the approaching colors while you relax on the train ride. You even get to
snack on delicious pumpkin sugar cookies aboard the train. Tickets for the trip are $30 for
adults and $25 for children ages 1-12 (includes bus fee). Please contact Doug Smith if you
are interested in going and how many tickets you will need

News from Christ’s Table

SOUPer BOWL VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
TWO HOUR SHIFTS AVAILABLE
WHEN:
Saturday, October 19, 2019
(8:30am until Noon for setup)

Sunday, October 20, 2019
(between the hours of 9:30am until 3:30pm)

WHERE:
The Campus Center, Zanesville Campus
1425 Newark Road, Zanesville

WHAT:
23 Annual SOUPer Bowl Benefit Luncheon
rd

“A Simple Meal to Meet Basic Needs”
A soup and sandwich luncheon (Simple Meal) prepared and served by
volunteers from local churches and businesses/organizations/schools that
raises funds to help feed the hungry in our community (Basic Needs).

Proceeds benefit:
Christ’s Table
Eastside Community Ministry
Fellowship of Christ’s Community
Muskingum County Center for Seniors
Salvation Army
HOW YOU CAN HELP!
Assist with set up on Saturday, October 19, 8:30am – Noon
And/or
Serve soup, sandwiches, drinks, and cookies to our guests, bus tables,
seat and serve guests that need assistance,
on Sunday, October 20 from 9:30am – 3:30pm
Call Jamie (740)452-7519 or Keely (740) 452-9766 to schedule a time to
help.
VOLUNTEER TICKETS AVAILABLE FOR $4.00
If you need Service Hours “Student Volunteer Forms” are available or bring
your school’s form with you!

CROP Hunger Walk – Sunday, October 13th, 1:30pm Zane’s Landing Park
St. John’s is putting to
gether a team that will participate in the CROP Hunger Walk on October 13th at Zane’s Landing
Park. Each year our community comes together to raise money and awareness for hunger
relief locally and around the world through the CROP Hunger Walk. Roughly 800 CROP
Hunger Walks happen every year in the United States. Walkers ask family, neighbors,
colleagues and congregations to pledge dollars for their participation in the walk. One fourth of the
total funds raised stays in our community to support local hunger and poverty fighting
programs in Zanesville. This year’s walk will support Christ’s Table and the Salvation
Army.
Last year, here in Zanesville, there were 160 walkers from 18 churches! $12,211.61 was
raised. 25% of that stayed locally and was given to Christ’s Table and Salvation Army. The
remaining money was used by Church World Service to alleviate hunger in poor
communities throughout the US and around the world.
You can help make a difference in local AND global hunger by walking in the CROP
Hunger Walk this year or by giving a monetary donation to someone on our team. On the
13th our team will register at 1:30pm at Zane’s Landing, turn in our donations and walk as far on the
bike path as each person chooses. Mari Frick can answer any questions you may have and get you
a donation envelope if you’d like to join our team.
We walk because they walk. “They” must walk to accomplish the most basic tasks:
They walk for food.
They walk for water.
They walk for firewood.
They walk to escape violence.
They walk to seek shelter.
They walk to farm their fields.
They walk to go to school.
When you walk in a CROP Walk, you walk with the world.
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