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From Pastor Mark’s desk:
Shortly after he was elected as Presiding Bishop of the ELCA, H. George
Anderson wrote a book. The book is called A Good Time to be the Church. It is
one of those books that didn’t get a lot of press. The only people who really paid
attention to it were the pastors and some congregation members of ELCA
churches. I am bringing it to your attention because I really do believe that these
are words for us to pay attention to in our lives together.
Let me put it in perspective. How many of us have looked around the
church building and lamented about all the empty pews? How many times have
we discussed the “good old days,” when you had to get to church early to be able
to get a seat? For my part, as I have encouraged us to sit closer together so that we
could hear better or sing better. So often we look around and lament the situation
we face, and I think it is because we have been trained to look at the negative
things in life.
While I will agree that we have to pay attention to the things of attendance,
etc., I think the real problem comes when the negative part of that is all that we can
see. That is where Bishop Anderson’s writing comes into focus. What would
happen to us if we changed the perspective of looking at all the empty seats from a
lament into the joy of an opportunity?
As I write this note for you, we are in the midst of another week of
Amazing Grace Day Camp. We have the opportunity to spread the good news of
God to more than 60 young people who may or may not get to hear that news any
other time in the year. We live in a world where more and more people proclaim
things like “spiritual but not religious” or “none” when asked about their religious
involvement. We all know about the neighborhoods around the church and our
houses, and it doesn’t take much of a stretch of the imagination to know how much
our world needs to know about Jesus.
So here is the thing – what we really have is an opportunity to be God’s
church in the world. Jesus told us that our mission is to “Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations….” When we consider how many opportunities there are in
the world around us, and when you add that to all of the gifts God has given us,
then it really does make it a good time to be the church! Until next time.
See you in church!

Discovering Your Spiritual Gifts
God has given each Christian two vitally important gifts. The first is the gift of faith in Jesus
Christ, his work of redemption, and thus forgiveness of sin. The second is the gift of one or
more special abilities, which are used for the purpose of unifying the body of Christ and for
the growth of God’s Kingdom. These abilities are called spiritual gifts and they are
received through our baptism.
The Apostle Paul addresses the presence of spiritual gifts in three main sections of
scripture: Romans 12, I Corinthians 12, and Ephesians 4. Peter also verifies their existence
in I Peter 4:10. Through these sections of scripture, we learn that all Christians have been
given at least one spiritual gift. The purpose of spiritual gifts is twofold: (1) to unify
Christians in their faith, and (2) to produce growth within the church, both numerical and
spiritual. These gifts are used out of love for one another and in service to one another.
We do not choose which gifts we will receive. God bestows them upon us through the work
of the Holy Spirit. Not all of the gifts identified in scripture (e.g., speaking in tongues,
prophecy and martyrdom) are commonly used in the mainstream of parish life.
In today’s church climate only service related gifts are generally used. Service related gifts
include: administration, artistry, discernment, evangelism, exhortation, faith, giving,
hospitality, intercession, knowledge, leadership, mercy, music-vocal, music-instrumental,
pasturing, service, skilled craft, teaching, wisdom and writing.
Seven more of the eighteen unique Spiritual Gifts are explained below.
The Gift of Giving. Giving is the ability to contribute material resources to the work of
the Lord with liberality and cheerfulness. Biblical resources (NIV) include:
[Mark 12:41-44] Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the
crowd putting their money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in large amounts. But a
poor widow came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a fraction of a penny. Calling his
disciples to him, Jesus said, "I tell you the truth, this poor widow has put more into the treasury than
all the others. They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything—all she
had to live on."
[Romans 12:8] If it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let
him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it
cheerfully.
[2 Corinthians 9:2-15] For I know your eagerness to help, and I have been boasting about it to the
Macedonians, telling them that since last year you in Achaia were ready to give; and your enthusiasm
has stirred most of them to action. But I am sending the brothers in order that our boasting about you in
this matter should not prove hollow, but that you may be ready, as I said you would be. For if any
Macedonians come with me and find you unprepared, we—not to say anything about you—would be
ashamed of having been so confident. So I thought it necessary to urge the brothers to visit you in
advance and finish the arrangements for the generous gift you had promised. Then it will be ready as a
generous gift, not as one grudgingly given. Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap
sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. . Each man should give what he has
decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.

And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you
need, you will abound in every good work. As it is written: "He has scattered abroad his gifts to the
poor; his righteousness endures forever.” Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will
also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will
be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity
will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of
God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by
which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your
confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else.
And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, because of the surpassing grace God has
given you. Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!
[Luke 21:1-4] As he looked up, Jesus saw the rich putting their gifts into the temple treasury. He also
saw a poor widow put in two very small copper coins. "I tell you the truth," he said, "this poor widow
has put in more than all the others. All these people gave their gifts out of their wealth; but she out of
her poverty put in all she had to live on."
The Gift of Hospitality. Hospitality is providing an open house and a warm welcome to
those in need of food and lodging. Biblical references (NIV) include:
[Acts 16:14-15] One of those listening was a woman named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth from the
city of Thyatira, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul's message.
When she and the members of her household were baptized, she invited us to her home. "If you consider
me a believer in the Lord," she said, "come and stay at my house." And she persuaded us.
[Romans 12:9-13] Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. Be devoted to one
another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves. Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your
spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. Share with
God's people who are in need. Practice hospitality.
[Romans 16:23] Gaius, whose hospitality I and the whole church here enjoy, sends you his greetings.
[Hebrews 13:1-2] Keep on loving each other as brothers. Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by
so doing some people have entertained angels without knowing it.
[1 Peter 4:9] Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling.
The Gift of Evangelism. Evangelism is the ability to share the gospel with unbelievers in
such a way that men and women become Jesus’ disciples and responsible members of the
body of Christ. Biblical resources (NIV) include:
[Acts 8:5-6] Philip went down to a city in Samaria and proclaimed the Christ there. When the crowds
heard Philip and saw the miraculous signs he did, they all paid close attention to what he said.
[Acts 14:21] They preached the good news in that city and won a large number of disciples. Then they
returned to Lystra, Iconium and Antioch.
[Acts: 21:8] Leaving the next day, we reached Caesarea and stayed at the house of Philip the
evangelist, one of the Seven.
[II Timothy 4:5] But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an
evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry.
Also see Acts 8:26-40 and Ephesians 4:11-14.

The Gift of Music. Music is the ability to use one’s voice in the singing of praises to the
Lord for the benefit of others, or to play a musical instrument to praise the Lord and for the
benefit of others. Remember God is always the audience in worship! Biblical references
(NIV) include:
[Deuteronomy 31:22] So Moses wrote down this song that day and taught it to the Israelites.
[I Samuel 16:16] Let our lord command his servants here to search for someone who can play the harp.
He will play when the evil spirit from God comes upon you, and you will feel better."
[I Chronicles 16:41-42] With them were Heman and Jeduthun and the rest of those chosen and
designated by name to give thanks to the LORD, "for his love endures forever." Heman and Jeduthun
were responsible for the sounding of the trumpets and cymbals and for the playing of the other
instruments for sacred song. The sons of Jeduthun were stationed at the gate.
[II Chronicles 34:12] The men did the work faithfully. Over them to direct them were Jahath and
Obadiah, Levites descended from Merari, and Zechariah and Meshullam, descended from Kohath. The
Levites—all who were skilled in playing musical instruments
[Psalm 150] Praise the LORD. Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty heavens.Praise
him for his acts of power; praise him for his surpassing greatness. Praise him with the sounding of the
trumpet, praise him with the harp and lyre, praise him with tambourine and dancing, praise him with
the strings and flute, praise him with the clash of cymbals, praise him with resounding cymbals. Let
everything that has breath praise the LORD. Praise the LORD.
The Gift of Exhortation. Exhortation is the ability to minister words of encouragement,
consolation, comfort and motivation from God’s Word to help others complete their tasks
and be all that God wants them to be.
[Acts 4:32-37] All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of his
possessions was his own, but they shared everything they had. With great power the apostles continued
to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much grace was upon them all. There were no needy
persons among them. For from time to time those who owned lands or houses sold them, brought the
money from the sales and put it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to anyone as he had need.
Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which means Son of Encouragement),
sold a field he owned and brought the money and put it at the apostles' feet.
[Acts 14:22] strengthening the disciples and encouraging them to remain true to the faith. "We must
go through many hardships to enter the kingdom of God," they said.
[Romans 12:8] if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let
him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it
cheerfully.
[I Timothy 4:13] Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to preaching and to
teaching.
[Hebrews 10:24-25] And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good
deeds. Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one
another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.
The Gift of Leadership. Leadership is the ability to set goals in accordance with God’s
purpose for the future and to communicate those goals to others in such a way that they
voluntarily and harmoniously work together to accomplish those goals for the glory of God.
[Acts 15:7-11] After much discussion, Peter got up and addressed them: "Brothers, you know that
some time ago God made a choice among you that the Gentiles might hear from my lips the message of

the gospel and believe. God, who knows the heart, showed that he accepted them by giving the Holy
Spirit to them, just as he did to us. He made no distinction between us and them, for he purified their
hearts by faith. Now then, why do you try to test God by putting on the necks of the disciples a yoke
that neither we nor our fathers have been able to bear? No! We believe it is through the grace of our
Lord Jesus that we are saved, just as they are."
[Romans 12:8] if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let
him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it
cheerfully.
[I Timothy 5:17] The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are worthy of double honor,
especially those whose work is preaching and teaching.
[Hebrews 13:17] Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you as men
who must give an account. Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be
of no advantage to you.
The Gift of Mercy. Mercy is the ability to feel genuine empathy and compassion for
individuals who suffer distressing physical, mental or emotional problems, and to translate
that compassion into cheerfully-done deeds which reflect Christ’s love and alleviate the
sufferings as well as motivate others to help.
[Matthew 9:35-36] Jesus went about all the cities and the villages, teaching in their synagogues, and
preaching the Good News of the Kingdom, and healing every disease and every sickness among the
people. But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion for them, because they were
harassed and scattered, like sheep without a shepherd.
[Mark 9:41] For whoever will give you a cup of water to drink in my name, because you are Christ’s,
most certainly I tell you, he will in no way lose his reward.
[I Thessalonians 5:14] We exhort you, brothers, admonish the disorderly, encourage the fainthearted,
support th!e weak, be patient toward all.
Watch for more information about spiritual gifts and get ready to discover your
spiritual gifts

July 9, 2019
*St. John’s picnic will be August 25 at the Muskingum Family Y facility.
*Learning Ministry Team shared plans are progressing for Family & Friends
Game Night. Watch for further info.
*Evangelism Ministry shared there was a Blessing of Bags at 10:30 service
recently. (These were activity bags for children which are distributed to
Genesis Hospital, as well as Christ’s Table the last Monday of month-when St.
John’s volunteers there).
*Intern installation will take place July 14.
*We reviewed results of the 1st Congregational Survey.
WOWS:
*Kudos to our Sexton, Forrest Caldwell, for doing a fine job.
*Welcome new Intern, Robert Eller
(WOWS from months when there were no Council Highlights published.)
WOWS March 12, 2019:
*Ash Wednesday attendance (48)
*New choir member.
*Sunday School kids put together 50 hospital kits for delivery.
*$148.26 was collected in the Noisy Offering collection.
WOWS April 16, 2019
*Our new Intern, Robert Eller.
*Sunday School kids doing hospital activity packets.
WOWS May 14, 2019:
*Easter!
*Emily Deitz and Brandon Barnes taking over on Sunday, May 12, with piano and
directing the choir at 10:30 service.
*Good feedback on kids’ hospital packets.
*Crew who does landscaping around church.

Come and join us on Sunday, September 22nd from 3:00pm – 5:00pm in the
social hall for games, fellowship and fun!
The Learning Ministry Team will be hosting several fellowship events this year with this one
being the first. There will be activities for all ages: games for those who want to participate,
puzzle making for those who like to work on puzzles and chat, adult coloring books, and
even some activities for the little ones in the nursery. Light snacks will also be available.
We hope you’ll be able to join us!

Sunday Morning Fellowship Time
Thanks for responding to the Fellowship Time survey during the month of June. Responses
were received from 25 people, with 22 being in favor of a year-round Fellowship Time. The
responses did not provide a clear consensus on gathering times, but after considering many
suggestions, we decided to start out with Fellowship Times beginning immediately
following the 8:00AM Service until about 9:15AM (when Sunday School begins) and
immediately following the 10:30AM Service until 12:10PM.
Fellowship Time will continue in the Courtyard during the summer months when both
services are held in the Chapel. Beginning on Rally Sunday, September 8, when we resume
10:30AM worship in the main sanctuary, Fellowship Time will move to the Parlor, which
has been set-up to be a convenient gathering area. At the close of each service, an
announcement will remind and encourage worshippers to stop by the Parlor for cookies,
coffee and fellowship.
Please participate in this important Fellowship Time, a time for “old” members, new
members, visitors and prospective members to greet each other and become better
acquainted as we work together in carrying out Christ’s ministry.
One final appeal: One or two volunteers are needed each Sunday to set up cookies, coffee
and ice water and clean up afterwards. Please volunteer to Waynette Bridwell or call the
church office.

Join us Sunday August 25th at the YMCA facilities at 1861 Adams Lane for
our annual church picnic. Worship will be in the big barn at 10:30, followed
by a potluck lunch. There will be games, Bingo, fun and fellowship for
young and old. (Please note the pool will be closed by then, so no
swimming.)
Bring your favorite dish to share at the potluck. Table service including
plates, plastic ware, napkins and cups will be provided. Drinks (water and
lemonade) will also be provided. If you bring a cold dish you will need to
provide a way to keep it cold (no refrigeration.) You should also plan to
bring your own serving spoon/fork/spatula.
We are planning on having 35-40 prizes offered for Bingo winners. If you
would like to contribute a prize or two, please leave items in the box on the
stage at St. John’s. Prizes might include such items as puzzles, mugs, paper
pads, marker, coloring books, crayons, folders, bubble, candy, nuts, etc.

Directions to the YMCA Facilities at 1861 Adams Lane (based upon
leaving St. John’s parking lot)







Turn south on 7th St to Market St
Turn right onto Market St.
Turn right onto 6th St.
Turn left onto the I-70 ramp
Take exit 151-B Maple Ave
Turn left at the intersection of Maple Ave. and Adair Ave/Ohio
146 (first traffic light)
 Turn right onto Adams Lane
 YMCA Facilities are on the left-hand side of the street,
approximately 0.5 mile from intersection.
The facilities and park are a non-smoking environment. Vehicles must
remain on roads or in designated parking area - no parking/driving on the
grass.
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August 4
Lector 8:00 Ellen Shaw
Lay Assistant 8:00 Ellen Shaw
Greeters 8:00 Georgiana Mangels
Acolyte
Nursery

10:30 Kara Green
10:30 Mary Sims
Scott Moore
Jessica & Shane Rockey

August 11
Lector 8:00 Sharon Stoneburner
Lay Assistant
Greeters 8:00 Sharon Stoneburner
Acolyte
Nursery

10:30 Chris Olney
10:30 Andrew Smith
Reagan Green
Becky Combs. Stephanie Rudloff

August 18
Lector 8:00 Linda Hollingsworth
Lay Assistant 8:00 Rod Hollingsworth
Greeters 8:00 Judy Diamond
Acolyte
Crucifer
Nursery

10:30 Jeff Ferrell
10:30 Waynette Bridwell
Nicole Dodson
Garrett Frick
Chrissy Sharrer, SeAnne Foster

August 25
Church Picnic
10:30 Lector Norm Shade
10:30 Lay Assistant Gloria Bailey
10:30 Acolyte Kaleigh Green
Deacons Bill & Tori Gable, Mary Dodson
Usher Al Olney, Jim & Joanne Wood

It’s Choir Time!!!
The Chancel Choir will begin rehearsals on August 21st at 6:30 p.m.
It is often quoted, that Martin Luther said, “He who sings, prays twice.” Since we need
more prayer in our world today, consider doubling up on your prayer life through
singing.
It would be great to see an increase in congregational participation in the choir this
year. If you afraid for making a 9 month commitment, consider singing for Christmas
for Easter.
Please contact Mark Pinnick if you have any questions.

VBS Update
Ten children and 14 adult and teenage volunteers gathered in Rome (the social hall at
Grace United Methodist Church) on July 14th for an afternoon full of fellowship and fun.
While there they ate a light lunch, made some crafts at the craft tent, helped bake bread at
the breadmaking tent, tried some Roman snacks at the snack tent, used blocks and Legos to
try to build Roman bridges, listened to Paul speak about his time in jail and learned about
the early church from a Christian talking to people from inside her cave. What they enjoyed
most was the chariot ride almost all of them took at some point during the afternoon!
As always, vital ministries such as VBS cannot happen without our volunteers. With this
in mind, we extend our thanks to Garrett and Scott who gave of their time to serve as “tour
guides” for the kids who attended as well as to the St. John’s members and friends who
graciously provided paper products, financial and food donations. As always, we appreciated
your support!
Your VBS Coordinators,
Mari Frick and Holly Moore

You have probably already seen the Christmas tree outside the Chapel and
been reminded that it’s that time of year again! We are once again giving
you plenty of time to shop for Operation Christmas Child, a project run
through Samaritan’s Purse! On the tree you will find suggestions of gifts
for boys and girls. Take a list off the tree and after you have completed
your shopping, bring your donations back and place them under the tree.
Last year we were able to assemble, with your donations, 47 boxes that
were sent in November to Samaritan’s Purse!
Monetary donations will also be greatly appreciated! We’ll use that money to pay for the
shipping and handling - $9.00 – that is requested with each box we send. In the past, we
were fortunate to be given Endowment money to help cover the shipping costs. However, if
like last year, our Endowment funds may not be able to grant our request and we will need
to rely on donations made entirely by the congregation.
Maybe you would like to assemble your own shoe box gift? It’s very easy and makes a great family
project. Decide on whether or not you would like to shop for a boy or girl and then which
age range: 2-4, 5-9, 10-14. From there use our suggested gift list or come up with some
ideas of your own! We have an excellent DVD that you can borrow and watch that will
show you how to pack a box or you can watch the video on the Operation Christmas Child
website.
Thanks, in advance, for your support of this project!
The Learning Ministry Team
Fun Fact:
~ Since 1993 Operation Christmas Child has collected and delivered more than 168 million
shoeboxes to children in over 160 countries and territories. For many of these children, the
gift-filled shoebox is the first gift they have ever received.
Suggested Gifts (Samaritan’s Purse has made some changes):
* School Supplies: pens, pencils and sharpener, pencil case, crayons or markers, writing
pads or paper, solar calculators, coloring and picture books, glue stick, notebooks, small
adhesive tape, watercolor set and paper, playdough, stickers
* Toys: small cars, ball/tennis balls, dolls, stuffed animals, kazoos, harmonicas, yo-yo’s,
jump ropes, small Etch-A-Sketch, small Lego sets, Slinky, etc.
* Personal Care Items: toothbrush, bar soap (packaged and/or in a container), comb,
hairbrush, washcloth, adhesive bandages, reusable plastic containers (cup, water bottle,
plate, bowl), blanket, etc.
* Other: t-shirts, socks, underwear, shirts and pants, flip-flops, tote bag/purse, ball caps,
hat/scarf/mittens, sunglasses, hair clips/bows, toy jewelry, flashlights (with extra
batteries), rain ponchos, tools, sewing kits
Please DO NOT donate the following: candy; toothpaste; gum; used or
damaged items; war-related items such as toy guns, knives or military figures;
chocolate or food; seeds; fruit rolls or other fruit snacks; drink mixes
(powdered or liquid); liquids or lotions; medications or vitamins; breakable
items such as snow globes or glass containers; aerosol cans.

Mark your calendars!

Rally Day will be September 8th during the Sunday School hour!
Doughnuts and fruit will be served in the social hall beginning at
9:00am before the children go with the Sunday School teachers to
work on several projects.
This is also “God’s Work, Our Hands” Sunday in the ELCA.
Therefore, the children will use their hands to serve others with a
project to help our local community. They will also collect another
noisy offering during the 10:30am service on the 8th to be put
towards the shipping cost of our Operation Christmas Child boxes sent
in November. Start saving your loose change!
Our Sunday School Classes will begin again on September 16th and
will meet from 9:15am – 10:15am. Our children’s class meets in the
Quilters’ Room. We have one class for children in kindergarten – 6th
grade. The lessons are designed for an “All Kids” class setting where
the younger kids are often paired with an older student for our various
activities.
Our confirmands (7th and 8th graders) meet with Pastor Mark and our
high schoolers meet during the Sunday School hour in the Soulfire
room.
Several adult classes meet on Sunday mornings as well! The “Pairs and
Spares” class meets on the stage and the “Young at Heart” class meets
in the parlor.
We hope to see you on the 8th and then on Sundays for Sunday School
where we’ll all learn more about God’s Word!

Lutheran World Relief School Kits
School kits contain essential supplies to help children, and in some cases, adults continue
learning despite the hardships they face.
Include the following items in each kit:
· Four 70 sheet notebooks (2850-300 sheets total) of wide or college ruled paper approx.
8”x101/2”; no loose leaf paper
· One 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on one side and inches on the other
· One pencil sharpener
· One pair of blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel blades work well)
· Five unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; secure together with a rubber band
· Five black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink); secure together with a rubber band
· One boxy of 16 or 24 crayons
· One 2 1/2” eraser
· One sturdy drawstring backpack-style cloth bag approximately 14x17” with shoulder
straps (no standard backpacks); recommended fabrics include cotton, canvas, denim,
and twill.

The 22nd Annual SOUPer Bowl Benefit Luncheon will be Sunday,
October 21, 2018 at OUZ/Zane State. Participating churches are asked to provide
22 dozen home baked cookies. Please let Barb Stoneburner know if you are
willing to bake some cookies! Watch for further information in the September and
October Chimes, as well as Sunday bulletins. Thank you to those who have
purchased gift cards for the raffle! Your support is greatly appreciated. If you have
purchased gift cards, please give those to Barb now so they can be turned in
immediately.

THANKS
Thanks for all the little things,
The "done-and-then-forgotten" things,
The "oh-it's-simply-nothing" things
That make Amazing Grace Day Camp much
brighter.
With unobtrusive, friendly things,
And "never-mind-the-trouble" things,
And "won't-you-let-me-help-you" things,
You've made my JOB a great deal Lighter.
God Love’s You and So Do I!!!

Doug Smith
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