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From Pastor Mark’s desk:
I often find myself saying that the challenges we face in this world
are a matter of perspective. Think about that – it is all in how you approach
something as to how big a challenge it is for you. The world we live in is
filled with these challenges. It is, after all, election season, and we are
constantly challenged with the questions of perspective by our competing
candidates.
The exact same thing happens in the church. Perspective really
does make all the difference. Think about the questions that we all deal
with about the mission of the church. In pastors’ meetings we are often
asked, “Does your church have a mission statement?” The follow up
question is, “Does anyone know what it is?” It does beg the question for us
if we know our mission statement. To be fair, I know where it is written
down, but cannot quote it.
There have been volumes of books written on these questions
about church mission statements and about what pastors should do to
address them for their congregations. My problem is that I am beginning to
wonder if we are not approaching these questions from the wrong
perspective. Recently, during Bible study, a pastor friend said, “The
mission of Christ has a church.” Now, think about how that changes the
perspective!
We spend so much time trying to figure out our mission, but we
seem to start from the wrong place. We, being the good, sinful humans
that we are, seem to want to start our discussion of mission with ourselves.
How are we going to do…? We are trying to convey the idea of…. That is
where we get into trouble, because we have a challenge of perspective.
The truth of the matter is that we do not have to figure out the
mission of the church. Jesus has already given us a mission to
accomplish. In Matthew’s Gospel, following the Resurrection on Easter
Day, the disciples were with Jesus on the mountain. The text says: 18 And
Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in heaven and on earth has
been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded
you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age." (Matthew
28:18-20, NRSV)

When we look at it from the perspective of what Jesus has told us
to do, then we know what our mission is – to go out and make disciples,
baptizing and teaching. It really is pretty straight forward, the problem is
that these are not really things we want to do in this world. When we are
truthful with ourselves, most of us don’t really like going out to talk to
strangers. Most of us have fallen into the devil’s trap of believing that we
are not supposed to talk about religion (or money, or politics, but how often
do we talk about money and politics).
The hard part is that we are not really given a choice. The thing
about a mission is that it is a priority that we have to deal with in our lives.
Yes, it is true that we can ignore Christ’s mission, but we do that to our own
destruction! So, my challenge to us this month is that we need to check
our perspective and remember that the mission of Christ has a church!
Until next time!

Thanks so much to all of you for the wonderful surprise to celebrate the
20th Anniversary of my ordination. For those who were here, I am sure you
could see how surprised I was, and how much the day means. Thank you
for all of the cards, gifts and well wishes. I am truly blessed!

Council Highlights from October 9, 2018
*Foster Care Alliance is meeting one evening a week at St. John’s.
*Council approved requests from Community Caring Ministry Team: 1)
Thanksgiving Offering in 2018 is designated to Oesterlen Home; 2)
Christmas Offering in 2018
is designated to Eastside Community Ministries.
*Council reviewed the proposed 2019 Draft Budget.
*We reviewed work that’s been completed on SJLC building/strategies to
improve ministry, and discussed presentation for our Annual Meeting.
*WOWS
~Waynette’s fellowship time on Sunday mornings during the summer.
~College students singing with choir on Sunday mornings.

Advent Meal/Service
Advent is fast approaching! We will once again offer a mid-week Advent
Meal/Service on Wednesdays. The meal will feature a variety of soups and
desserts. Please consider providing a soup or dessert for a meal and
contact Barb Stoneburner if you are able to do so. If you wish to have more
than simply soup and dessert for your meal, you are welcome to bring a
sandwich, salad or side dish for yourself. (This would be just for you/your
family, not to share with everyone.) Dates for the Advent Meal/Service are:
December 5, December 12
and December 19.

The time will be here before we know it. That’s right, decorating the church
for Christmas. Mark your calendar: Saturday December 8th at 10:00am.
Come join the fun! We hope to see the same, as well as new faces to help
decorate the church.
Save the date for Saturday January 5th – we’ll need help taking down our
Christmas decorations.
Come join in friendship!

St. John’s Lutheran Church Financial Report – 3rd Quarter 2018
The year is racing forward, and Advent will soon be here. Of course,
Advent is when we prepare for the coming of our Savior! Will we be ready?
For the nine months of 2018 (January through September), our total YTD
(year-to-date) General Fund income from all sources was $146,827.98
compared to $154,963.40 and $153,623.96 for the same periods in 2017
and 2016, respectively. This included General Fund giving from members
totaling $126,726.89 (v. $134,850.06 in 2017), which is a disappointing
6.0% decrease from last year. Income from charitable trusts and
investments totaled $20,101.09 (v. $20,113.34 in 2017). The majority of the
charitable trust and investment income again came from the Ruth Young
Trust distributions.
Operating expenses for the nine month period totaled $182,065.53, which
was $25,621.12 less than the YTD budget of $207,686.65. Favorable
spending was primarily due to timing of expenses associated with
Community Caring and to the lack of candidates for the Director, Youth &
Parish Ministry position. Approved budgeted expenditures from other funds
complimented the General Fund by offsetting $14,798.04 of our total YTD
budgeted expenses, and the remaining shortfall of $20,439.51 will be made
up at year end from the Ruth Young Special Distribution Fund as budgeted.
So, for the nine months of the year, we were once again blessed with
exceptional income from charitable trusts and investments, but General
Fund giving continued the decline trend that we have experienced for the
last three years.
As always, please remember that expenses don’t slow down with bad
weather, illness, vacation or other reasons for absence, so it’s very
important to stay current in our giving. Expenses will be increasing as
active ministry teams complete their budgeted programs. Growth in our
Stewardship is a critical factor in the support of our ministry here at St.
John’s and throughout the community and the world.
Our ministries are active, and there are many opportunities for participation
and service. Work began on the tower repairs, and the Congregation’s
response to the Capital Campaign has been great, with $27,391.00 given
so far. The Campaign will continue through March 31, 2019, and we hope
to meet our goal of $50,000.00 so that our building maintenance reserve
can be preserved for other pending needs.
As explained in recent issues of the Chimes, the Church Council continues
work to discern what the future direction should be for our congregation,
including how to make our church (both the congregation and the building)

more inviting for prospective members and, of course, what to do about the
rapidly increasing maintenance cost for our aging building. Discernment of
the best path forward is a difficult process, so please continue to keep St.
John’s Council and Congregation in your prayers. At this time, the Council
plans to summarize the strategic planning process, the conclusions, and a
recommended near term plan at the Annual Meeting on December 2.
The theme verse for the 2018 National Youth Gathering was: For by grace
you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it
is the gift of God; Ephesians 2:8. This changes everything! There is no
shortage of opportunities for service, involvement and sharing at St. John’s.
God is calling you to give and to serve! Are you listening? Are you returning
to God a proportionate share of what he has first given you? Can you do
more for God’s Work here at St. John’s? Only you can answer the call.
What will your answer be?
To the glory of God in Christ,

W. Norman Shade
Church Council President
On Behalf of the Finance Ministry

We continue to have a great crew that volunteers at Christ’s Table once a
month. We cover a shift from 10:30 to 1:00 the last Monday of the month.
So far we’ve worked at the serving line, but might occasionally be asked to
help dry dishes or wrap silverware (if serving line positions are filled).
Sign-up sheets are posted on the Evangelism bulletin boards located in
the elevator entrance of the building and outside the chapel. Anyone
interested, please sign one of those
sheets by the Monday before our scheduled date, so we are able to notify
Christ’s Table office personnel how many volunteers to expect.
Thanks to those who have helped, as well as those considering helping.
If you have questions please check with Barb Stoneburner.
PLEASE SIGN ONE OF THE SHEETS EVEN IF YOU HAVE
VOLUNTEERED DURING A PRIOR MONTH!
Our next date is November 26th.

More than skin deep
Gratitude, said Martin Luther, is “the basic Christian attitude.” Yet
gratitude is much more than a state of mind. Often it’s a decision, and it
becomes an act of humility when we recognize our depravity — and our
need for a Savior.
The 10 disgraced lepers who beg Jesus for mercy (see Luke 17:11-19)
are described as allogenes, Greek for “outcast.” (All humans, sick with
sin, fit that description!) The leper who returned to give thanks received
more than just physical healing, according to Scripture. When Jesus
says, “Your faith has made you well,” he uses the Greek that means
“Your faith has saved you.” The grateful leper, recognizing his depravity,
humbly decides to return and give thanks, knowing — through faith —
that his skin and his soul have been healed.
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BIRTHDAYS
SOPHIA ROCKEY
STEPHANIE RUDLOFF
JUDY WOLFORD
JAMES WOOD
DAN YAWKEY
SYDNEY HOLLINGSWORTH
JENNIFER ZAHN
LINDA FERRELL
BILL ANDERSON
AUDREY DAVIS
SYDNEY HOLLINGSWORTH
RITA MCINTYRE
MARI FRICK
FYNN MCCONNELL
JENNA BERRY

9

ANNIVERSARIES
RICHARD & SARA LINHART III

A Community Thanksgiving Celebration will be held on Tuesday
November 20th at 7PM:
Central Trinity United Methodist Church
62 S. 7th St.
Zanesville, OH

Monday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Quarter

1

2

3

1

2

Quarter
Project
Salvation
Armu

9:30 Morning
Prayer

9:30 Morning
Prayer

8

9

10

15

16

17

4

5

Tuesday

6

Wednesday

7

8:00 Worship
/Communion

10:00 Pastor’s
Pericope Study

9:15 Soulfire
/Sunday School

5:30 Handbell
Choir Practice

10:30 Worship/
Communion

6:30 Chancel
Choir Practice

11

12

13

14

8:00 Worship
/Communion

1:00 Circle 5
at
Gretchen
Jamiolkowski’
s
House

9:30 Morning
Prayer

10:00 Pastor’s
Pericope Study

6:00 Church
Council

5:30 Handbell
Choir Practice

9:15 Soulfire
/Sunday School
10:30 Worship/
Communion

9:30 Morning
Prayer

6:30 Chancel
Choir Practice

5:30 Finance
Ministry

18

19

20

21

22

23

8:00 Worship
/Communion

9:30 Morning
Prayer

10:00 Pastor’s
Pericope Study

Happy

Office

9:15 Soulfire
/Sunday School

7:00 Community
Thanksgiving
Celebration
Central Trinity
United Methodist
Chruch

Thanksgiving

Closed

10:30 Worship/
Communion

25
8:00 Worship
/Communion

26

5:30 Handbell
Choir Practice
6:30 Chancel
Choir Practice

27

28

29

30

9:30 Morning
Prayer

10:00 Pastor’s
Pericope Study

9:30 Morning
Prayer

9:30 Morning
Prayer

9:15 Soulfire
/Sunday School

5:30 Handbell
Choir Practice

10:30 Worship/
Communion

6:30 Chancel
Choir Practice

24

NOVEMBER 4
Lector 8:00 Jennifer Stotts
Lay Assistant 8:00 Jennifer Stotts
Greeters 8:00 Jim & Gail Swingle
Acolyte
Crucifer
Nursery
Sound

10:30 Barb Stoneburner
10:30 Jessica Rockey, Gloria Bailey
Matthew & Alex Combs
Garrett Frick
Carly & Breadon Wheeler
Jim Rudloff

NOVEMBER 11
Lector 8:00 Ellen Shaw
Lay Assistant 8:00 Ellen Shaw
Greeters 8:00Chuck & Soni Rath
Acolyte
Crucifer
Nursery
Sound

10:30 Jim Rudloff
10:30 Carly Wheeler, Tori Gable
Scott Moore, Brooklyn Ferrell
Connor Moore
Mary & Nicole Dodson
Randy Foster

NOVEMBER 18

Lector 8:00 Sharon Stoneburner
Lay Assistant 8:00 Steve Shirer
Greeters 8:00 Steve & Dianne Shirer
Acolyte
Crucifer
Nursery
Sound

10:30 Carly Wheeler
10:30 Waynette Bridwell, Norm Shade
Reagan Green, Nicole Dodson
Kaleigh Green
Nicole Wilkins, Gloria Bailey
Doug Smith

NOVEMBER 25

Lector 8:00 Linda Hollingsworth
Lay Assistant 8:00 Rod Hollingsworth
Greeters 8:00 Ellen Shaw
Acolyte
Crucifer
Nursery
Sound

10:30 Gloria Bailey
10:30 Doug Smith, Sandy Booth
Cora Wilkins, Emily Hutcheson
C.W. Wilkins
Holly & Jeff Moore
K.C. Frick

Ushers Wayne Cunningham, Jeff Moore
Deacons Jeff Moore, Doug Smith

Pietro da Cortona (1596-1669) was an Italian painter and architect. One of
his most famous paintings is The Guardian Angel, a lavish painting
completed in 1656 of a beautiful female angel with wings holding the arm of
a child as he walks on a path. The image of a guardian angel has occupied
the imagination of countless artists through the years—the most frequent
presentation is of an angel in a child’s bedroom guarding the child as she
sleeps.
Are such images biblical? Angels themselves certainly are, as is the idea of
them guarding the children of God. Angels perform God’s Word (Psalm
103:20) and are sent “to minister for those who will inherit salvation”
(Hebrews 1:14). The song many children learn to sing—“All night, all day,
angels watching over me”—lays the foundation for a serious biblical truth:
Angels are God’s ministering spirits whose assignment is to watch over His
children.
Keep in mind—“all day and all night”—that you are being watched over by
the angels of God. Give God thanks for His angelic protectors and live with
conscious, spiritual awareness of their presence.
Under Christ, as the head, angels are the guardians of the Church.
John Calvin

We need your help!
We have been having a problem with doors to the church being left
unlocked. If you are a key holder, please know that you are responsible for
making sure that any door you unlock gets relocked. If you are not a key
holder, you are still responsible for making sure a locked door is
relocked. The doors by the elevator, the Chapel, and the confirmation
room all lock upon exit. Please make use of these doors if you do not have
a key and the doors have already been secured.

Size

Red

White

Pink

Jingle Bell

Burgundy

6 ½ “ (1ppp) 8.25
7 ½” (2ppp) $13.25
8 ½” (3ppp) $18.00
10” (4 ppp) $25.00
12” (5ppp) $34.00

Please have orders
turned in to the office
by December 12th

Advent Giving Trees
Our “Operation Christmas Child” trees will soon be our “Advent
Giving Trees” as we get ready to start the Advent Season! Once again
we will be collecting donations for the Salvation Army for the Christmas
Season. They will be filling Christmas needs for boys and girls ages
newborn to 12. Some suggestions for donations might be blankets,
dolls, Hot Wheels cars, Legos, jewelry, barbies, markers,
crayons/markers, coloring books, DVD’s, CD’s, books, clothing, games,
hats, gloves/mittens, etc. Your donations can be left under either tree.
Your gifts will be delivered to the Salvation Army the week of December
3rd.
Thank you!
The Learning Ministry Team

Operation Christmas Child
Operation Christmas Child boxes will be assembled and dropped off
at Rolling Plains United Methodist Church this month. Thank you to
all who have donated items, filled your own shoe box or made a
monetary donation. We will report the total number of boxes we sent
in the December Chimes.
Thank you!
The Learning Ministry Team

Sunday School Christmas Program
The Sunday School Christmas Program will
be December 9th at the 10:30am service.
Parts will be assigned and practices will begin
during the Sunday School hour in November.
This is always a good experience for the
children! Please encourage your children
and grandchildren to participate!

Another Successful and Spook-Tacular Trunk-or-Treat
A big thank you to everyone who helped to make our 6th consecutive
Trunk-or-Treat possible again this past October. We enjoyed a chilly, but
lovely fall afternoon as approximately 65 of our Amazing Grace,
neighborhood and St. John’s children and their families gathered for the
event. Thank you to everyone who passed out or donated candy. Thank
you, Barb Stoneburner, for applying for and receiving a Thrivent Action
Team Visa card that we used to cover all our expenses! Thank you to Bill
and Tori Gable who did all the shopping, planned the games, and brought
their fire pit and logs to make our fire. Thank you also to Mary Dunn who
was our Halloween storyteller and to Nicole Dodson who did our face
painting. Although the candy is a highlight of Trunk-or-Treat, this is truly a
ministry of hospitality and outreach; events such as this enable us to
continue to build the connections that we’ve developed with our Amazing
Grace families over the years and to meet some of our neighbors.

Thank you, veterans!
On Veterans Day, we honor men and women who’ve served and sacrificed
in one of America’s armed services.
On November 11, 1918, America and her allies signed a truce with German
leaders, ending World War I. In 1919, President Wilson decided the United
States should remember with gratitude the end of that war and honor
military members by marking Armistice Day, or “truce” day. In 1954,
Congress changed the name to Veterans Day, honoring veterans of every
era.
Veterans Day highlights our country’s quest for peace, justice and freedom
throughout the world. Followers of Jesus, the Prince of Peace, pray for
unity among all nations and for the day when “nation will not take up sword
against nation, nor will they train for war anymore” (Isaiah 2:4, NIV).

Date: Sunday December 2, 2018
Time: Immediately following the 10:30 service
There will be a potluck lunch between the service and meeting. This is a
true potluck...bring your favorite dish to share. Please be aware--there will
NOT be anyone in the kitchen during the service, so if you bring a hot dish
it is your responsibility to take care of having it heated for the lunch. The
following items will be provided: plates, plastic ware, napkins, cups and
drinks.

On August 26, the Congregation approved the
repair/restoration of the two towers above the
Market St. entrance at a cost not to exceed
$50,000.00. Lepi Enterprises is currently working
on the towers, and it is anticipated that the work
will be completed by the end of this year, weather
permitting.
The Congregation also approved a Capital
Campaign to replenish funds that will be taken
from the Wilma Graham and Doris Baker Building
Maintenance Funds to pay for the project initially.
Donations of $28,032.68 were received as of the
end of October.
Please consider donating to the Capital
Campaign, which will continue through March 31,
2019. You can donate in one or two lump sums;
or you can donate something smaller each month;
or you can donate something smaller still each
week. Any amount will help as St. John’s wants to
pay for this large unplanned expense without
consuming a large portion of its modest reserve.
Progress toward the goal will be reported each
month in the Chimes
.Please remember that we still have regular
operating expenses to pay, so donations to
this campaign are requested to be sacrificial
giving over and above our regular offerings to
the operating budget.
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