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In August issues of one of the journals that I read, there was an article with the title, On being an iPhone pastor for a typewriter church. It is a very interesting read, and there have been many on-line discussions
in the following days. The article was so good, that I have subscribed to the author’s blog. In any case, I
want to share a little bit of it, and some thoughts, with you.
The author of the piece is a pastor at a Lutheran Church in Canada, and falls into the age of what we
call millennials (roughly 22-37 years old). He writes about the challenges he had been facing in connecting
with the members of the congregation that he was serving. He writes:
My experience of faith, and in particular church, was fundamentally different than that of the mostly
older generation of people in the congregation. I do not remember the glory days of bursting full Sunday
Schools, regular potlucks that could feed the 5000, churches being built on every street corner and pews full
of families with 4.2 kids and a stay-at-home mother with time to volunteer. Nor am I grieving the loss of this
church. The church that I know and grew up in and love and am called to serve has always been aging,
shrinking and struggling to pay the bills.
Let that sink in for a minute. Now ask yourself, how long has it been since you heard or were part of a
conversation at St. John’s, talking about when we used to put chairs up in the aisles for occasions like Easter
and Christmas Eve? How long has it been since you heard or were part of a discussion about the size of the
Luther League and the productions that were done on the stage? How long has it been since your heard or
were part of a discussion about the size of the women's’ group and the number of circles? I am sure you get
the idea about how easy this list could go on! I am sure that we can all (over a certain age) relate to these
questions. How much time do we spend thinking about and wishing for the good old days of full churches?
However, did you catch what the author said about that? He said, “Nor am I grieving the loss of this
church. The church that I know and grew up in and love and am called to serve has always been aging,
shrinking and struggling to pay the bills.” Now doesn’t that make a difference in how we see the world of the
church?
One of the on-line forums discussing this article said:
As one that is now in the "older generation" I think this is a profound perspective. We who remember another time spend too much of the present grieving the loss of the past, while generating so much energy
attempting to reclaim it. Arguments are constantly given that we are not doing enough to reclaim our losses or stem the tide of them. But this millennial realizes that this is the new normal, a normal from which to
start and work with, not to spend time bemoaning and wringing ones hands in dejection
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or spending time pointing a finger at the so-called culprit who brought this uninvited decline upon us.
past, the new normal is now and we are called to be the church!

(continued next page)

Now doesn’t that kind of put us on the spot? Yes, it is true, history is important. I spend a great deal
of time complaining about people who refuse to learn from history! The challenge for us is to move past our
love for the history of our congregation in such a way as to let it guide us into what we are supposed to be for
now. The truth that we have to face is that no matter where we have been and what has been done in the past,
the new normal is now and we are called to be the church!
It means that we will have to deal with some hard questions! It might mean that we have to figure out
different ways of doing things. It might mean that we have to change things that have been so dear to us. No
matter what it means, the good news is that God is still with us, watching over us and guiding us to be the
church in this generation and moving on into the next. That is the exciting part of being the church!
Until next time!

Council Highlights from August 21,2018
*Ellen Shaw shared her report from ELCA Southern Ohio Synod Meeting.
*Council approved Property Ministry’s proposal for Tower Repair Funding, to be presented for vote
at Congregational Meeting August 26, 2018.
WOWS *
Sunday’s service and picnic on August 19
*Reds game was a good time
*Amazing Grace Daycamp was a great experience

Special Congregational Meeting August 26, 2018 Highlights
Brief Background: *Property Ministry and Church Council met to discuss three bids for the Towers
Project and decided to recommend the bid from Lepi Enterprises Inc. for necessary repair/restore
work on the two towers over the Market St. entrance. *Lepi Enterprises Inc. ($48,151.00 bid). Maintaining current towers, scrape off bad areas and point with cement; reconstruct where portions have
fallen off or are about to fall off. Recoat to preserve. Expected life estimates range from 10 to 20
years.
Proposal from Church Council for today’s meeting: *Adopt the proposal from Lepi Enterprises Inc.
to repair and/or restore the two towers above the Market St. entrance at a cost not to exceed
$50,000.00 (the “Project”).
*Fund the Project as follows:
1. Use up the remaining balance in the Wilma Graham Fund.
2. 2. Use funds from the Doris Baker Fund for Project costs in excess of the Wilma Graham Fund
balance.
3. 3. Conduct a Capital Campaign through March 31, 2019, with donations used to first replenish
funds used from the Doris Baker Building Fund (up to the amount used from that fund for the
Project), and then to replenish funds used from the Wilma Graham Fund.
Motion for proposal and funding so moved by Sandy Booth, second by Doug Smith. Following discussion, motion carried unanimously, with no abstentions. Complete minutes and fact sheet from
the meeting are on file in the church office.

Capital Campaign for Tower Repairs

On August 26, the Congregation approved the repair/
restoration of the two towers above the Market St. entrance at
a cost not to exceed $50,000.00. The Congregation also
approved a Capital Campaign to replenish funds that will be
taken from the Wilma Graham and Doris Baker Building
Maintenance Funds to pay for the project initially.
Please consider donating to the Capital Campaign, which will
continue through March 31, 2019. You can donate in one or
two lump sums; or you can donate something smaller each
month; or you can donate something smaller still each week.
Any amount will help as St. John’s wants to pay for this large
unplanned expense without consuming a large portion of its
modest reserve. Progress toward the goal will be reported
each month in the Chimes.
Please remember that we still have regular operating expenses to pay, so donations to this campaign are requested to be sacrificial giving over and above our regular
offerings to the operating budget.

A Resolution Approved by the Southern Ohio Synod Assembly 2018
Whereas research has shown family relationships are critical to children’s development in all
areas, including brain development, social/emotional development, cognitive and physical
development as well as self-identity.
Whereas currently families coming to the USA seeking refugee status may be separated from each
other, with children being placed in the care of others, not their families, leaving children, the most
vulnerable in society, without family support.
Whereas the mission statement of the Southern Ohio Synod is ‘Stronger and Better
Together...Joining Jesus in the Restoration of the World’, and whereas we are called as God’s people to “Do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly” (Micah 6:8).
Therefore be it resolved that this Assembly urge the congregations of the Southern Ohio Synod to
appeal to their congressional representatives expressing their concern regarding the injustice of the
separating of children from their families seeking refugee status in the United States of America.
Submitted by
Christi Calvert
Ron Calvert
From St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, Marietta, Ohio
From the Synod Assembly Summary:
We have already begun to provide ways for our synod to support this resolution via links on Facebook to contact representatives regarding immigration policies. Our Public Policy Taskforce, led by
Deacon Nick Bates, will be leading efforts to provide ways for you to continue to raise up this important issue to our elected officials.

For more information: check the Synod Facebook page.

Rally Day!

Rally Day, September 9th, is also “God’s Work. Our Hands.”
Sunday in the ELCA. Consequently, the kids will be using their
hands to do God’s work during the Sunday School hour as well as
during the 10:30am service that day.
During Sunday School we will be putting stickers (that have a hotline
number) on soap bars for the Human Trafficking Task Force to leave
in hotels. The kids will also be putting St. John’s stickers on bars of
soap to be passed out at the next Eastside Fresh Produce Market.
Our Sunday School room is going to smell good!
During the 10:30am service the kids will also collect a “noisy offering” from you, the congregation, to be given to Eastside Community Ministry. So…if you could bring some loose change
on the 9th to donate to their cause they’d really appreciate it! If paper money is easier for you to
bring, we will take that, too! Thanks for your support!
Rally Day Schedule
9:00am – Continental Breakfast in the Social Hall
9:20am – 10:15am – Soap projects, make a t-shirt, play a game
10:30am service – Collect a Noisy Offering for Eastside
Don’t miss out on the fun! Hope to see you there!
He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and
with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.”
Luke 10:27

We continue to have a great crew that volunteers at Christ’s Table once a month. We cover a shift
from 10:30 to 1:00 the last Monday of the month. So far we’ve worked at the serving line, but might
occasionally be asked to help dry dishes or wrap silverware (if serving line positions are filled).
Sign-up sheets are posted on the Evangelism bulletin boards located in the elevator entrance of the
building and outside the chapel. Anyone interested, please sign one of those
sheets by the Monday before our scheduled date, so we are able to notify Christ’s Table office personnel how many volunteers to expect.
Thanks to those who have helped, as well as those considering helping. If you have questions
please check with Barb Stoneburner.
PLEASE SIGN ONE OF THE SHEETS EVEN IF YOU HAVE VOLUNTEERED DURING A PRIOR
MONTH!
Our next date is September 24th.

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
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September 2
Lector

8:00 Ellen Shaw

10:30 Joanne Wood

Lay Assistant 8:00 Ellen Shaw

10:30 Doug Smith, Tori Gable

Greeters

10:30 Jim & Joanne Wood

8:00 Georgiana Mangels

Acolyte

Cora Wilkins

Nursery

10:30 Carly & Breadon Wheeler

September 9
Lector

8:00 Jennifer Stotts

10:30 Ellen Shaw

Lay Assistant 8:00 Jennifer Stotts

10:30 Jeff Ferrell, Stephanie Rudloff

Greeters

10:30 Wayne & Vangie Cunningham

8:00 Dennis & Jennifer Stotts

Acolyte

10:30 Matthew & Alex Combs

Crucifer

10:30 Garrett Frick

Nursery

10:30 Mary & Nicole Dodson (Rally Day)

Sound

10:30 Randy Foster

September 16
Lector

8:00 Sharon Stoneburner

10:30 Linda Harlan

Lay Assistant

8:00 Steve Shirer

10:30 Mary Dunn, Sandy Booth

Greeters

8:00 Chuck & Soni Rath

10:30 Jane Bates

Acolyte

10:30 Scott Moore, Brooklyn Ferrell

Crucifer

10:30 Connor Moore

Nursery

10:30 Nicole Wilkins, Gloria Bailey

Sound

10:30 Doug Smith

September 23
Lector

8:00 Linda Hollingsworth

10:30 Ellen Vonada

Lay Assistant 8:00 Rod Hollingsworth

10:30 Jessica Rockey, Gloria Bailey

Greeters

10:30 Jessica & Shane Rockey

8:00 Doris Hina

Acolyte

10:30 Reagan Green, Nicole Dodson

Crucifer

10:30 Kaleigh Green

Nursery

10:30 Holly & Jeff Moore

Sound

10:30 K.C. Frick

September 30
Lector

8:00 Rebecca Callihan

10:30 Jessica Rockey

Lay Assistant

8:00 Rebecca Callihan

10:30 Carly Wheeler, Barb Stoneburner

Greeters

8:00 Leonard & Peggy Glaub

10:30 Bill & Tori Gable

Acolyte

10:30 Cora Wilkins, Emily Hutcheson

Crucifer

10:30 C.W. Wilkins

Nursery

10:30 Shelly Fritter & Sara Grandstsff

Sound

10:30 Jim Rudloff

Ushers Jim & Joanne Wood, Gloria Bailey
Deacons Mary Dunn, Rod Hollingsworth

ELCA Youth Gathering 2018 Final Update
Thank you for all the support, both financially and spiritually, you gave our group over the past 2
years. What a wonderful, exciting experience it was! Once the Gathering began on Wednesday,
our week went very fast! Every day was a new adventure that always involved meeting and
“clipping” new people, watching Clay try to keep up and follow Doug in our other van, learning,
serving, laughing, having fun, hearing new speakers, enjoying concerts (with some dancing!), praising our God with 31,242 other Lutherans each night and ending each evening with our final devotions and messages from our church family back home.
We hope you will be able to attend our Thank You Lunch after the 10:30am service on September
16th. This will give us a chance to personally thank you for your support and also share with you a
little about our trip! We hope to see you there!
Mari, Stephanie, Doug, Clay, Addison, Connor, Cora, CW, Emily, Garrett, Kaleigh, Matt, Nicole and
Scott
Service Learning By the Numbers
213 unique projects across 147 organizations.
Sent out 40,000 books to 35 book fairs.
Created 12 pieces of public art.
Worked on 44 homes affected by Hurricane Harvey.
Cleaned out 6 historic cemeteries.
Canvassed 6,500 homes informing residents of city resources.
Created or worked in 42 community/school gardens.
Built 18 benches and picnic tables.
74-mile distance between the 2 furthest projects.
Gifts at the Gathering…
437 hair donations for Children with Hair Loss
1,248 units of blood donated from 987 donors.
200 grace bags and 100 kindness project rocks made by tAble participants.
$260,000+ raised for ELCA World Hunger’s Global Farm Challenge.
Total offering on Sunday @ the Gathering was $261,226.43.
Next Youth Gathering: 2021 in Minneapolis, MN

Christmas in September!
Thank you to all the people who have already turned in items and/or completed shoe boxes for Operation Christmas Child – a project of Samaritan’s Purse. Operation Christmas Child brings joy and
hope to children in desperate situations around the world through gift-filled shoe boxes and the good
news of God’s love. We thank you for your continued support of this worthy outreach project.
For September and October there will be Christmas trees outside the Chapel as well as in the sanctuary. There are still some “suggestion ornaments” on the trees and donations can be left under
them. Monetary donations are also welcome! We’ll use that money to pay for the shipping and handling that is requested for each box ($9.00) or to buy items to complete boxes. Maybe you would
like to assemble your own box? It’s very easy and makes a great family project. If you would like to
do that, we will have wrapped shoeboxes under the tree for you to take or you can wrap your own.
Decide on whether you would like to shop for a boy or girl and then which age: 2-4 yrs, 5-9 yrs or 10
– 14 yrs. From there use our suggested gift list or come up with some ideas of your own! We also
have an excellent DVD that you can borrow and watch that will show you how to pack a box – we’ll
gladly share it with you! The Operation Christmas Child website is also very informative.
Thanks, in advance, for your support of this project!
The Learning Ministry Team
From the 2018 Samaritan’s Purse Special Report:
Vietnam: What if you had never felt the jubilation of opening a gift? For children whose families
struggle to make ends meet, these shoeboxes are even more precious because they are rare.
Barbuda: Children from Barbuda were excited to receive new toys to replace what the hurricane
had destroyed.
Suggested Gifts:
* School Supplies: pens, pencils and sharpener, crayons or markers, writing pads or paper, solar
calculators, coloring and picture books, water color paints, chalk, etc.
* Toys: small cars, ball/tennis balls, dolls, small stuffed animals, kazoos, harmonicas, yo-yo’s, jump
ropes, small Etch-A-Sketch, toys that light up or make noise (with extra batteries), Slinky, playing
cards, etc.
* Hygiene Items: toothbrush, non-liquid lip balm, mild soap (in a plastic bag), comb, washcloth, adhesive bandages, nail clipper and file, etc.
* Other: t-shirts, socks, flip flops, ball caps, sunglasses, hair clips, toy jewelry, watches, flashlights
(with extra batteries), rain ponchos, tools, sewing kits
Please DO NOT donate the following: used or damaged items; war-related items such as toy
guns, knives or military figures; chocolate or food; candy; gum; liquids or lotions; medications or vitamins; breakable items such as snow globes or glass containers; aerosol cans.

A Note From Our Missionary
Dear Missionary Sponsoring Congregation:
Part of my work is to contribute articles to the publications of my school and to those of the various
churches that support this college. Below is an article that I wrote for the Methodist Church in Singapore. .
Best regards in Christ,
Jeff Truscott
Trinity Theological College
Singapore
“It’s just a meaningless ritual!”
Among Christians the word “ritual” is perceived negatively because of its associations with activities considered irrational, “pagan,” or outdated. Some people give more importance to the inner attitudes “of the
heart” than to outward, ritual actions. (Perhaps they fail to consider that “inward” attitudes need to be
formed by “outward” expressions.) But it is impossible to think about the liturgy apart from the role of ritual.
Liturgical scholar Frank C. Senn defines ritual as “a pattern of behavior that expresses and forms a way of
life consistent with a community’s beliefs and values” (Christian Liturgy: Catholic and Evangelical, p 3).
With this definition in mind we can see how ritual is a part of everyday life. Children raise the school flag
and sing the school anthem. Nations celebrate their founding or independence day with parades, speeches
and the singing of national anthems. In accordance with the above definition, these actions (1) take place in
a patterned matter—same time, same day, and (2) express and form communal values in students and citizens (note the lyrics of songs!). Thus there is no such thing as a “meaningless” ritual, since a “ritual” carries
meaning. The real question is whether a ritual is relevant to a group, and in the case of Christians, relevant
to the church’s gospel. The place of ritual in Christian worship is biblically-rooted. The people of Israel celebrated their deliverance from slavery with a ritual meal
(the Passover) that evoked their faith and re-formed them into the people of God. Jesus participated in synagogue life as a guest preacher (Luke 4), and celebrated the Passover with his disciples. One of my lecturers commented that Christians who reject ritual are “trying to be more spiritual than Jesus.”
Following the examples and commands of Jesus, the church focuses on two ritual acts: baptism and communion. The former expresses a person’s death and resurrection with Christ (Rom 6), that is, conversion
from an old way of life and acceptance of the gospel. In the latter, the “meal,” baptized Christians enter into
intimate communion with Christ (share his body and blood) such that they are formed into his earthly body,
both in terms of faith and ethical practice.
Of course, rituals can become problematic. The sixteenth century reformers argued that the Lord’s Supper
of their day was not celebrated as a gracious gift (as Christ intended), but had become a “good work” offered to God to gain his favor.
Indeed the church of every age will perceive that some rituals have become distorted and distorting. However, rituals are rightly discarded only when they no longer proclaim the saving mercy of God in Jesus
Christ, that is, when they have become ways for us to glorify and justify ourselves before God. Accordingly,
ritual reform cannot be rooted in popular tastes, opinions, or trends, for none of these are equivalent to the
pure Word of God.
(continued next page)

Finally, what if Christians become bored with liturgical rituals? The answer is hardly to discard rituals altogether. There may be a problem of expectations; Christians are “bored” because they expect worship to entertain them or provide an emotional high—when they should be coming to worship services in order to glorify God. A second possible problem is that people are not taught to value rituals. Of course, it is hard to value any ritual that is done in a careless or sloppy manner!
Nevertheless, an important task of Christian formation is to make worshipers ritually aware and
competent so that they might worship with heart and mind.

Each year, St. John’s Lutheran Church provides a minimum of $1,000.00 toward the support of
an ELCA Missionary. Our current missionary, The Reverend Jeffrey Truscott, recently visited and
preached here. Such visits are always a blessing that brings us news about challenges and
blessings of spreading the Gospel throughout the world.
Our missionary sponsorship comes entirely from designated offerings for this purpose beyond our
normal operating budget. During the month of September, we are asking for special donations to the Missionary Sponsorship Fund. Contributions may be made using the special Missionary envelope included in your offering envelope packet, or using your weekly giving envelope
(be sure to mark Missionary and the amount on the Special Giving line).

Circle 5 will meet at the church on September 10th at 11:00. We will be tying quilts and finishing
our Lutheran World Relief Kits.

St. John’s Lutheran Church

116 North Seventh Street, Zanesville, OH 43701
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Serving Christ with You to the Glory of God
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