St. John’s Lutheran Church
May 2018 Issue of the Chimes
From Pastor Mark’s desk:
Let me start this month with Thank You! Thank you all for the cards, gifts, well wishes, office decorations and prayers that came my way for the celebration of my birthday last month. Please know that it is all
very appreciated!
Now, back to our regularly scheduled program.
In light of my recent birthday, I have recently been wondering about that old adage about how we all
at some point start to turn into our parents (or maybe our grandparents). Now, that is not to say it is a problem, but I do find myself wondering about things that I seem to remember being discussed by the grownups
when I was younger. One of the conversations that I seem to remember is the discussion of how rude the
younger generations were becoming.
To be fair, my complaint about rudeness is not targeted at our younger generations. My regular complaint is that it seems to me that the whole world gets ruder every day! I would be willing to bet that you have
experienced many of the things that I have, when I watch how the people of our world treat each other. One
of my favorite complaints about rudeness in our world is in the grocery when people will just stop in the middle of the aisle with no care at all that they are blocking anyone else’s way (it also seems to happen a lot in
parking lots). When they do notice, it is often accompanied by a look of annoyance at best, if they even do
allow people to pass. There are also my complaints about manner words and politeness – I could go on for
several pages.
Now here is the thing. I don’t think that we as God’s people in this world can fix this problem. I do,
however, believe that we can model better behavior to this world in which we live. It is not just a question of
politeness, but it is more a question of the old camp song, “They Will Know We are Christians by Our Love.”
How well are we doing at showing this world what we believe, and what we believe is important?
For perspective, let me share with you again a devotion I read that talks about how parents raise their
children. I think it will make clear what I mean.
Parents who are not religious in their character. have reason. . . seriously to consider what effect they are producing, and likely to produce, in their children. Probably you do not wish them to be
irreligious; few parents have the hardihood or indiscretion to desire that the fear of God, the salutary
restraints of religion, should be removed from their children. Possibly you exert yourselves, in a degree, to give them religious counsel and instruction. But, alas! how difficult is it for you to convince
them, by words, of the value of what you practically reject yourselves. Have I not shown you that they
are set in organic connection with you, to draw their spirit, and principles and character from yours?
What then are they daily deriving from you, but that which you yourselves reveal, in your prayerless
house, and at your thankless table? Is it a spirit of duty and Christian love, a faith that has its home
and rest in other worlds, or is it the carnal spirit of gain, indifference to God, deadness to Christ, love
of the world, pride, ambition, all that is earthly, nothing that is heavenly?
Do not imagine that you have done corrupting them when they are born. Their character is yet
to be born, and, in you, is to have its parentage. Your spirit is to pass into them, by a law of transition
that is natural, and well nigh irresistible. And then you are to meet them in a future life, and see how
much of blessing or of sorrow they will impute to you—to share their unknown future, and look upon
yourselves as father and mother to their destiny. Such thoughts, I know, are difficult for you to meet;
difficult because they open real scenes, which you are, one day, to look upon. Loving these your children, as most assuredly you do, can you think that you are fulfilling the office that your love requires?
Go home to your Christless house, look upon them all as they gather round you, and ask it of your
love faithfully to say, whether it is well between you? And if no other argument can draw you to God,
let these dear living arguments come into your soul, and prevail there.
I am sure you see what I mean. I am sure you can see how this translates into a question of how we
as God’s people are supposed to go about living in this world. The questions challenge us at the very core of
our beings, as we examine the decisions that we make every day. So, the question for us is – are we living

up to who and what we are supposed to be by our actions and the decisions that we make? Do we model
how important we believe our relationship with God is by making our church life a priority, or do we discount
church in favor of all the other things and events of this world? Do we show who we are in our actions of
charity and love in the world. Do we show the manners that we were taught or do we go with the values of
the world? Do we ever choose church over soccer, or softball, or gymnastics, or. . . ? I could go on and on!
So I leave you with this question – do you feel like you are turning into your parents or grandparents?
Until next time.
See you in church,
________________________
Horace Bushnell, Christian Nurture (New York: Scribner, Armstrong and Co., 1876) 63-64.

HAPPY 50TH BIRTHDAY PASTOR MARK!

Houston 2018 Youth Gathering Update
The kids continue to meet monthly to work on the Youth Gathering curriculum.
Fundraising: How Are We Doing?
Believe it or not the total cost of this trip will be close to $16,000. This amount includes our 14
plane tickets to Houston, 5 hotel rooms for 7 nights and the cost of the gathering itself for 14 people.
Each participant was personally responsible for covering the registration totaling $4,900
($350 person).
We have had great success with our fundraisers thanks to the support of our church family, friends,
aunts, uncles, grandparents and neighbors. We are striving to raise approximately $3,000 more before we leave in June. Here is some info about our ongoing fundraisers.
May – Community Yard Sale participation May 5th in Holly and Jeff Moore’s neighborhood. They
agreed to sell items they were given from our congregation and donate the money made to our
Youth Gathering fund.
Fundraisers:
* Scrips Gift Cards – Thank you for your continued support of this project! Holly reported that our
profit from the April sale was $365.08. To date we have raised a total of $3,138.50 from the gift
card sale! Wow!
* Aluminum Can Recycling Project - The recycling containers are in the Social Hall and in the room
next to the Quilters' Room. Thanks to those who have been bringing them in! Connor and CW will
be taking in another load in the next couple weeks. Ask family and friends to send in their cans!
Connor does ask that if you have a small bag of cans to donate, please do not put your bag in our
containers; just dump your cans right in. Muskingum Iron & Metal doesn’t want the small grocery
sacks mixed in with the cans when they are dropped off there. Thanks!
* Used printer ink cartridges - We can send these in for money. The collection box is by the 7th
Street door.
* 95 Theses Door project in the Parlor – Thanks for your support of this ongoing project! Many
Theses have been posted!
We are already very appreciative of all the support our church family has shown us! Thank
you!
Addison, Connor, Cora, CW, Emily, Garrett, Kaleigh, Matthew, Nicole, Scott, Clay, Doug, Mari and
Stephanie
Theme Verse, Houston 2018: Ephesians 2:8
For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift
of God.
“It was very inspirational. I had the opportunity to meet new people who shared my love for Christ.
I had the opportunity to serve others.”
~ Youth Participant, Rise Up Together 2015

News from Cambodia
From Pech Sophak,
Live in Kampong Speu province, Cambodia.
Hello every one!
I’m pleased to write about the process of making small library in Tang Bompong premier school at
remote village of Aoral district. Before description of it, let’s me to brief of community history. 17 years ago,
Tam Bompong community is an area that was covered by Khmer Rouge military. The residents of Tang
Bompong community hadn’t mostly gotten education due to avoiding violence conflict and flee to peace site.
In 1998, government has integrated with Khmer Rouge military to sign the peace treaty and they have just
moved to live their old village as Tam Bampong village. The road condition to the village is very difficult and
they always traveled by cow force using-cart, when they wanted to go the town last decade. The most parents of students of Tang Bompong premier school couldn’t read and write in Khmer language and the most of
students could access only premier school because the secondary school or high school are far from their
home and their parent’s livelihood couldn’t support their child’s education, specially girl student. Their livelihood relied on agriculture and timber products.
Tang Bompong premier school was built by government to get grant from Australia Lutheran World
Service (ALWS) since 2005. Students always increase numeric from year to year. There is 227 students, including 115 female students who come from two villages, Tang Bompong village and Stess village. From students’ learning, they access with only teacher in class. School didn’t have enough school materials to support
learning, and teaching such as reading books, reading room. In order to support students’ learning or help
their reading, I met with school director to talk about some issues in his school and he needs a small library
to improve reading. So that I prepared with proposal of making small library to facilitate by Mr. Andrew B.
Smith.
For the process of making small library in March, We talked about its process, school had a room for
making it. We did two book keeping-shelves with painting color already that teachers corporate with community to make them. In April, they will do a long tables and chairs, decorate in room of library with education
words and picture on the wall. After that we will buy books and some material.
Teacher and students would like to thank for your support and god bless you to have healthy life.
The Best Regard!
Sophak Pech

BUS TRIPS

Monday, May 21st- Clippers vs. Toledo Mud Hens and Dime- a- Dog night. Tickets are $14.00 per
person and the bus ride is $6.00 per person. Family of 4 can go for $60.00. Call the church office
to get your seat on the bus. 740-452-7569. There are only 15 tickets. Game time 6:35 pm. Bus
leaves the parking lot at 5:00 pm.
Friday, June 1st- Schmidt’s Sausage Haus. Squeezin’ N’ Wheezin’: Leader Michael Farrenkopf
was born to German immigrants in Columbus, Ohio. As a youngster, he quickly became familiar
with high-spirited German music. He began performing at Schmidt’s in 1978 and convinced his
brother Martin to join him to form the duo. It was a match that worked and the duo has provided
Schmidt’s with their “gemutlichkeit” party atmosphere ever since. Although the band has been
known to accept invitations to tour Germany and Northern Italy, you can see them right here at
Schmidt’s, every Thursday and Friday night – creating an Oktoberfest feeling all year long!
Music begins at 8:00 pm. Bus leaves at 6:00 pm. Bus ride costs $5.00. Food purchase is your
responsibility. 15 seats on the bus are available. Call the church office 740-452-7569 to reserve
yours. There are no reservations taken at Schmidt’s, but they know we are coming. There will
probably be a wait. Last year, the wait was not that long and some people went to the shops nearby to pass the time.
Saturday, June 9 th - Amish Country Theater and Bet The Farm. Show begins at
7:00 pm. Bus leaves at 4:00 pm. We will eat Amish Food. Tickets are $25.00 and
the food is extra. You must give money for the ticket to the church and make
your seat reservation by Sunday, May 19 th . Call the church quickly so we can
get the tickets we want.
Hold on to your seat and get ready to laugh! Bet The Farm starts with a rip-roarin’ musical number
and keeps right on rolling, jam-packed with live bluegrass music, new acts with acclaimed Ventriloquist Ken Groves, Jonas Beachy’s newly formed Boy Band, special acts resembling America’s favorite reality shows, knee-slappin’ audience story time, a Quilty Quandary with Fannie, and a surprise from Lynyrd that will keep you laughing for the rest of 2018. The comedy continues with new
parodies from the Jonas Brothers & Fannie, hilarious audience interactive improv, and chase it all
down with an unforgettable finale from ventriloquist Ken Groves!

Council Highlights from April 10, 2018
First Quarter spending is a little below budget. Giving is off from last year.
Synod Assembly is June 1-2, 2018 at Nationwide Conference Center, Lewis Center.
Delegates from St. John’s are needed: one male, one female.
CW Wilkins shared a progress report of his church service project as he
progresses toward Eagle Scout.
Updates were shared from Evangelism Team.
Security Policy signs are ready to be posted on doors.
St. John’s Annual Meeting date of December 2 was approved.
WOWS
Easter Sunday
Lenten Services
Mark Pinnick~~enhances music program

We’ve been blessed with faithful volunteers going to Christ’s Table once a
month...there is always room for new people! We volunteer the last Monday of each month.
Since that is Memorial Day in May, our schedule will be slightly different. Volunteers should be
at Christ’s Table by 10:15, and will serve from 10:30-12:30 (NEW TIMES). A minimum of four
volunteers would be
appreciated this month, more would be great! Generally you will be at the serving line.
A sign-up sheet is posted on the Evangelism bulletin board located in the
elevator entrance of the building, as well as on a new Evangelism bulletin board
at the Chapel entrance. Anyone interested, please sign by the Monday before our
scheduled date. (You only need sign up on one of the sheets.). We’ll notify
Christ’s Table office personnel how many volunteers to expect.
Thanks to those who have helped already, and thanks in advance to those
considering helping now! If you have questions please contact Barb Stoneburner.
PLEASE SIGN UP EVEN IF YOU HAVE VOLUNTEERED DURING A PRIOR MONTH!
Our next date is May 28.

The Learning Ministry Team would like to thank all those who are part
of our Sunday morning Learning Ministry here at St. John’s! We want
them to know that we appreciate what they do! Their willingness to
serve our congregation and its children has not gone unnoticed. Thank you!
Sunday School Teachers:
th

Kindergarten – 6

grade: Gloria Bailey, Mari Frick, Shelly Fritter, Jessica Rockey, Stephanie Rudloff

and Nicole Wilkins
Confirmation Class (7th – 8th): Pastor Mark
Soulfire ( 9th – 12th): Doug Smith, Jeff Ferrell
Adult Sunday School Classes: Chuck Rath, Deb Walston, Ellen Shaw
Acolyte/Crucifer scheduling: Linda Ferrell
Nursery Volunteers: Gloria Bailey, Becky Combs, Mary and Nicole Dodson, Mari and Garrett Frick,
Shelly Fritter, Sara Grandstaff, Kara and Kaleigh Green, Matt and Angela McConnell, Holly and Jeff
Moore, Shane and Jessica Rockey, Stephanie Rudloff, Carly and Breandan Wheeler and Nicole
Wilkins

If you or a member of your family will be graduating this spring from high school or college, please
contact the church office to let us know! We will recognize graduates on May 20th at the 10:30am
service. A reception will be held for them and our confirmands in the social hall after the service.

Calling All Prayer
Pals!
Different times of the year might
be suitable for different types of prayers for our young people. Use this attached “bookmark” as a reminder and
to prompt some ideas. Cut it out and
place it on your refrigerator, in a book,
on your bathroom mirror, in your Bible, on your dashboard, etc.
Thank you for your commitment
to this ministry. There is no
power stronger than prayer!

Held in
Prayer

The school year will soon be
coming to a close. As the
weeks wind away, please pray
for a smooth and safe conclusion to the academic year. Lift
up prayers for your pal as well
as prayers for his/her family,
to always keep things in perspective, to do what is right,
and to give 100% in all situations.

MINISTRY SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES AT ST. JOHN’S
This insert in your bulletin is offered each week to inform you of the volunteer and participation
opportunities at St. John’s and provide you with an easy way to sign up. New items will be
printed in bold italics. If you are interested in any item, whether to sign up or simply to receive
more information, please fill in your name, phone number, and email address with the appropriate
items checked and put the form in the offering plate. Once you sign up for an opportunity,
your response will be recorded and you need not sign up for the same one again in future
weeks. You may also provide your response directly to the church office at 740-452-7569.

NAME _______________________________________________
PHONE ______________________________________________
EMAIL _______________________________________________
SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES
_____ I am interested in service as the Male Lay Delegate to the ELCA Southern Ohio Synod
Annual Meeting on June 1-2, 2018 at Nationwide Hotel & Conference Center in Lewis Center, OH. (SJLC still needs one male delegate. Expenses are paid by SJLC.)

_____ I am interested in serving as a Deacon to count the offering (several appointed Sundays
during the year).

_____ I am interested in serving on the Stewardship Ministry team for 2018.

MAY BIRTHDAYS
1

HAROLD ISRAEL

4

GREG BAILEY

4

JESSICA ROCKEY

5

RANDY FOSTER

5

LAUREN KOMAROMY

6

SUE HAMILTON

7

ELIZABETH BURRIER

8

ALETA SMIDT

8

ANDREW SMITH

9

KELSIE SHIRER

10

ABBY ZINK

12

SONIE RATH

14

HELEN BUNTING

14

TOM CORDER

14

JUDY DIAMOND

23

NANCY WILLIAMS

26

MATTHEW COMBS

31

ANGELA PHILLIPS

4
29
30

MAY ANNIVERSARIES
JEFF & CHERYL MARANSKY
CLAY& NICOLE WILKINS
ED & DEBBY TEMPLIN

Thanks, Mom!
At his graduation, a young man tasked with giving a
speech began reading from some notes. “I want to talk
about my mother and the wonderful influence she had on
my life,” he said. “She’s a shining example of
parenthood, and I love her more than words can ever do
justice.”
The graduate then paused, appeared to struggle a moment and looked up at the audience with a mischievous
smile. “It’s really hard to read my mom’s handwriting,” he
said.
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Monday

Tuesday

QUARTER

1

PROJECT
Christ’s

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

2

3

4

5

9:30 Morning
Prayer

9:30 Morning
Prayer

10:00 Pastor’s
Pericope Study
5:30 Handbell
Choir Practice

Table

6:30 Chancel
Choir Practice

6

7

8

9

10

11

8:00 Worship/

5:30 Finance
Ministry

9:30 Morning
Prayer

10:00 Pastor’s
Pericope Study

9:30 Morning
Prayer

9:30 Morning
Prayer

Communion

9:15 Soulfire/
Sunday School

5:30 Handbell
Choir Practice

10:30 Worship/
Communion

13
8
8:00 Worship/

Communion

9:15 Soulfire/
Sunday School

6:30 Chancel
Choir Practice

14

15

16

17

18

Circle 5 at
Barb
Stoneburner’s
Home

9:30 Morning
Prayer

10:00 Pastor’s
Pericope Study

9:30 Morning
Prayer

9:30 Morning
Prayer

6:30 Church
Council

5:30 Handbell
Choir Practice

8:00 Worship/

Communion

21

22

23

24

25

Chimes
Deadline

9:30 Morning
Prayer

10:00 Pastor’s
Pericope Study

9:30 Morning
Prayer

9:30 Morning
Prayer

5:30 Handbell
Choir Practice

9:15 Soulfire/
Sunday School

6:30 Chancel
Choir Practice

10:30 Worship/
Communion

27
8

28

8:00 Worship/

Communion

9:15 Soulfire/
Sunday School
10:30 Worship/
Communion

19

6:30 Chancel
Choir Practice

10:30 Worship/
Communion

20
8

12

29

30

31

9:30 Morning
Prayer
9

10:00 Pastor’s
Pericope Study

9:30 Morning
Prayer

5:30 Handbell
Choir Practice

Office Closed
6:30 Chancel
Choir Practice

26

MAY 6
Lector

8:00 Sharon Stoneburner

10:30 Chris Olney

Lay Assistant 8:00 Steve Shirer

10:30 Jeff Ferrell, Sandy Booth

Greeters

10:30 Jim & Stephanie Rudloff

8:00 Steve & Dianne Shirer

Acolyte

10:30 Scott Moore, Brooklyn Ferrell

Crucifer

10:30 Connor Moore

Nursery

10:30 Mary & Nicole Dodson

Sound

10:30 Jim Rudofff

MAY 13
Lector

8:00 Rebecca Callihan

10:30 Vickie Moore

Lay Assistant 8:00 Rebecca Callihan

10:30 Norm Shade, Gloria Bailey

Greeters

10:30 Jim & Joanne Wood

8:00 Bill & Rebecca Callihan

Acolyte

10:30 Kaleigh & Reagan Green

Crucifer

10:30 Matthew Combs

Nursery

10:30 Shelly Fritter, Sara Grandstaff

Sound

10:30 Randy Foster

MAY 20
Lector

8:00 Ellen Shaw

10:30 Norm Shade

Lay Assistant

8:00 Ellen Shaw

10:30 Jessica Rockey, Barb Stoneburner

Greeters

8:00 Doris Hina

10:30 Bill & Tori Gable

Acolyte

10:30 Cora Wilkins, Nicole Dodson

Crucifer

10:30 C.W. Wilkins

Nursery

10:30 Mari & Garrett Frick

Sound

10:30 Doug Smith
MAY 27

Lector

8:00 Jennifer Stotts

10:30 Jim Rudloff

Lay Assistant 8:00 Jennifer Stotts

10:30 Carly Wheeler, Mary Dunn

Greeters

10:30 Wayne & Vangie Cunningham

8:00 Dennis & Jennifer Stotts

Acolyte

10:30 Mathew & Alex Combs

Crucifer

10:30 Garrett Frick

Nursery

10:30 Holly & Jeff Moore

Sound

10:30 K.C. Frick

Ushers

Wayne Cunningham, Jeff Moore

Deacons

Jeff Moore, Doug Smith

St. John’s Lutheran Church Financial Report – 1st Quarter 2018
Happy Easter! For the first three months of 2018 (months of January through March), our total YTD (year-todate) General Fund income from all sources was $51,361.71 compared to $56,191.52 for the same period in
2017. This included General Fund giving from members totaling $44,661.70 (v. $49,481.17 in 2017), which is
an alarming 9.7% decrease from last year. In addition, income from charitable trusts and investments totaled
$6,700.01 (v. $6,710.35 in 2017). The majority of the charitable trust and investment income again was from
distributions from the Ruth Young Trust.
Operating expenses for the three month period totaled $62,429.11, which was $6,799.77 less than the YTD
budget of $69,228.88. Favorable spending was mainly due to timing of expenses associated with Community
Caring and to the continuing lack of candidates for the Director, Youth & Parish Ministry position. Approved
budgeted expenditures from other funds complimented the General Fund by offsetting $11,067.40 of our total
YTD budgeted expenses.
So, for the year through March, we were once again blessed with exceptional income from charitable trusts
and investments, but General Fund giving continued the decline trend that we have experienced for the last
three years.
Please remember that expenses don’t slow down with bad weather, vacation or other reasons for absence,
so it’s very important to stay current in our giving. Expenses will be increasing as active ministry teams make
progress with their budgeted programs. Growth in our Stewardship is a critical factor in the support of our
ministry here at St. John’s and throughout the community and the world.
During Holy Week and Easter, we remembered the sacrifice that our Savior made for us, and then we joyously celebrated His resurrection! Our ministries are active, and there are many opportunities for participation
and service. Our community outreach continues to be strong with the Lent/Easter special offering going to
Christ’s Table, the Wall of Food appeal going to Eastside Ministry, and the current Quarter Project designated
for Transitions. We are also helping serve lunches at Christ’s Table on the last Monday or each month, as
part of our evangelism outreach. For international outreach, we are collecting personal care kits for Lutheran
World Relief in April and May, and we will soon be collecting donations to fund the annual $1000.00 for supporting of our ELCA missionary, Jeffrey Truscott.
St. John’s Youth are busy preparing for summer church camp and the 2018 ELCA National Youth Gathering
in Houston, TX. A number of fundraising and fellowship activities remain to fund the 10 youth and 4 adults
who will be representing St. John’s at the Youth Gathering.
As explained in the April issue of the Chimes, the Church Council is working to discern what the future direction should be for our congregation, including how to how to make our church (both the congregation and the
building) more inviting for prospective members and, of course, what to do about the rapidly increasing
maintenance cost for our aging building.
Indeed, there is no shortage of opportunities for service and involvement at St. John’s. God is calling you to
give and to serve! Are you listening? Are you returning to God a proportionate share of what he has first given
you? Can you do more for God’s Work here at St. John’s? The theme verse for the 2018 National Youth
Gathering is worth pondering as we consider our response: For by grace you have been saved through
faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God; Ephesians 2:8. Only you can answer the call.
What will your answer be? To the glory of God in Christ,
W. Norman Shade

Church Council President
On Behalf of the Finance Ministry

WALL OF FOOD
Once again we will be building a “Wall of Food” during the months of May, June, July
and August. The money will be given to Eastside Ministry to purchase the food needed.
We hope we can count on your help to build the biggest wall we have ever had. Below is
a list of food that is needed. Thanks!! Community Caring Ministry.
(Checks made payable to St. John’s Lutheran Church and marked “Wall of Food”)
NAME: _______________________________________________________________________________
Circle items purchased. Total money enclosed ____________________________________

ITEMS

PRICE PER CASE

Chicken Noodle Soup

$11.76

Tomato Soup

$11.76

Peanut Butter

$33.36

Jelly

$28.56

Spaghetti

$40.56

Spaghetti Sauce

$23.76

Beef Stew

$40.56

Pork & Beans

$11.76

Tuna

$14.88

Canned Fruit

$21.36

TOTAL

$238.32

St. John’s Lutheran Church

116 North Seventh Street, Zanesville, OH 43701

Office Hours Mon-Thurs 9:00-2:00
Friday 9:00-12:00
Phone: 740-452-7569
Fax 740-452-4743

Serving Christ with You to the Glory of God
The Reverend Mark A. Combs, Pastor
pastormarkstjohns@midohio.twcbc.com
Cantor, Mark Pinnick
cantormarkstjohns@midohio.twcbc.com
Financial Secretary, Nancy Cornett
nlcornettstjohns@midohio.twcbc.com
Parish Secretary, Kelly Moore
kamoorestjohns@midohio.twcbc.com
Sexton, Chet King
Accountant, Taffy Tippett
Handbell Choir Director, Chuck Archer
Missionary The Reverend Jeffrey Truscott

