St. John’s Lutheran Church
February 2018 Issue of the Chimes
From Pastor Mark’s desk:
In the last several weeks, there have been a number of thoughts rolling around in my head about who
we are as the people of St. John’s Lutheran Church. Many of you already know that I took a day of vacation
for the last Sunday in December to attend the closing worship service where one of my best friends has been
the pastor for many years. When I was in Dayton, Pr. Bob and I did many things together with our congregations, and it was more than just a little sad when I thought about how much ministry that my friend’s congregation did in their community.
My friend’s church served as the host site for a para-church organization that did some of the same
work that Eastside does for us. They had a hygiene pantry and a clothes closet. They were very helpful to
the people in need in the community, providing assistance for obtaining certified copies of birth certificates.
The congregation provided a hot meal at lunch time two days each week. They hosted a pre-school and let
groups use their building as a meeting place. If they were to be asked the question if anyone would notice if
their congregation would cease to exist, I am sure you can see that the answer would definitely be yes, people are noticing. It makes me wonder if people in our community would notice if our congregation would
cease to exist.
I wonder about these things, because in some ways I see a number of things we have in common with
my friend’s congregation. A great big old building in the middle of town. A building that is in need of some
major upkeep. A sanctuary that could easily seat six or seven times the number of people that attend on a
Sunday. A congregation that has been gradually declining in number and attendance. I wonder about these
things, because we are faced with some hard decisions about what we are to do, as we look to the future for
ministry in Zanesville.
So, I want to challenge us about what we think and feel about our congregation. Are we excited about
what our church does? Do we think that we have something to share with the world? Are we willing to go out
to speak the good news of God to the people we meet in the world around us? Do we love the church for the
opportunities we have as God’s people?
The Holocaust Survivor, Elie Wiesel once said, “The opposite of love is not hate, it is indifference.” He
was speaking about the challenges the Jewish people faced during the time of the holocaust during World
War II. Elie Wiesel was 15 when he was sent to the concentration camps, and he writes of the struggles of
survival during the atrocities that he faced. He went on to talk about the emotional struggle of asking the
question of how could the world know what was going on and still remain silent and do nothing to stop what
was wrong. The ultimate insult seems to be the indifference that the world expressed.
Maybe, think of it this way: a wife who is upset with her husband. I think that one of the most painful
things that she can do is to give him the silent treatment. How much pain is there in being ignored or acting
as if he doesn’t exist?
I know, that for me, these statements are very true. Some of you may have heard me say in the past,
that I know what to do when people are happy with me, and I know what to do when people are angry with
me. I do not know what to do about people who do not care.
Which gets me to the point of this letter for this year’s annual report/February Chimes. I often wonder
how we feel about God, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, the Southern Ohio Synod, and St.
John’s Lutheran Church. Let me ask the question this way – how would people describe how they think we
feel about God, the ELCA, the synod and our congregation based on how we go about our lives in this world?
Would anyone in the community around us notice if our congregation would cease to exist?
To be fair, I know there are many ways that members of our congregation live out their love for God
and the church. There is work being done at Eastside, Christ’s Table, Lutheran Memorial Camp, and so
many other places. I know that they don’t do this kind of work for glory or recognition, but merely to live out
our faith in the world by sharing God’s good news in our actions.
Which brings me to my challenge for you as we look forward to another year of ministry together in
this place. My challenge to each one of us is to let our feelings show in our interactions with the world. Let
the world see that we are not indifferent about God and the church. Let the world see the things that bring us
joy in our journey of faith. Realize that it is okay to show frustration when things don’t go like we expect them
to go. All of these kinds of responses show that we care about what is happening, and I firmly believe that we
as God’s people need to show that we are not indifferent. Until next time
See you in church!

The Bus that Picks you Up
Needing a ride to church? We will pick you up for both of our services and/or Sunday School.
Routes will run before our 8 am service, Sunday School, and before our 10:30 service. If you
would like a ride, call the church office and give your name along with how many riders, address
where you are to be picked up, and your phone number where you can be reached. There are a
limited number of seats (14), so call soon and get on the list. We are looking forward to seeing
you.

Winter Jam 2018
Friday February 9th
Featuring: Skillet Kari Jobe Building 129 John Crist KB
Newsong Jordan Feliz & Nick Hall
Come join us for a night of great entertainment at Winter Jam 2018 at Wolstein
Center in Cleveland Ohio. Tickets are $15 at the door and $10 for the bus. The
concert begins at 7PM and the bus will leave as close to 3PM as possible so we
can be at the Wolstein Center by 6PM. The line to purchase the tickets is very
long and is first come, first serve. Please call the office as soon as you can to reserve your seat on the bus!

Houston 2018 Youth Gathering Update
New information about the Gathering in Houston is now rolling out almost monthly which is reminding us that we need to keep fundraising! We have raised almost $7,000 and still need approximately $7,000 more. Here is some info about what the kids will be working on next to meet this
goal. It is going to be a busy 4 months!
February 4 - Super Bowl Sunday will be our "Comfort Soup Sunday". The kids will be stationed at
our church exits with containers of soup they have made at home. A freewill donation will be accepted.
March 4 - Pancake Breakfast during the Sunday School Hour
Other fundraisers:
* Scrips Gift Cards - Holly will begin the next sale on March 4 and deliver them on April 15th
* Aluminum Can Recycling Project - The recycling containers are in the Social Hall and in the
room next to the Quilters' Room. Thanks to those who have been bringing them in! They are already almost full! Connor and CW will be taking our first load of cans in soon!
* Amazon Smile and Kroger Community Rewards - We've already raised $100 from the Kroger
Rewards!
* Used printer ink cartridges - We can send these in for money. The collection box is by the 7th
Street door.
* 95 Theses Door project in the Parlor
* Sunrise Bowling Alley - The kids will be raffling off gift baskets and also selling candy to people
participating in Friday night bowling leagues in February and March.

We are already very appreciative of all the support our church family has shown us! Thank you!
Addison, Connor, Cora, CW, Emily, Garrett, Kaleigh, Matthew, Nicole, Scott, Clay, Doug, Mari and
Stephanie
“I really did see God in new ways because when you’re with 30,000 people, it’s a powerful feeling.”
~ Youth Participant, Rise Up Together 2015

Aoral School District Cambodia Library Update
"Hello everyone! I'm happy to say that all the money has been raised and collected. I'm in contact
with Sophak about the best way to move forward. Last I talked with Sophak he was talking to principal at the school. There was talk of building the tables and chairs first for the library. I'm excited
as this project moves forward to bring more pictures and a progress letter from Sophak.
I can't thank you all enough for believing in me and this project so that we may stay in contact and
continue to touch lives in Cambodia. I also have other news I will be happy to announce in the upcoming months!
I ask for prayers over this project that somehow -- as these kids in Cambodia are further educated
through this project that they come to know the love of St. Johns and Christians around the world
-- and ultimately God. Also I'm asking prayers for myself to be equipped in upcoming ministry opportunities. I need the Armor of God, so if anybody knows where to find it, pick up a set for me!
Thanks again,
Andrew B. Smith"

Lathan Fritter’s 10th Birthday Wish
Instead of receiving gifts for his birthday this year Lathan has started a fund to
raise money for a homeless shelter in .Zanesville. You can fulfill Lathan’s birthday
wish by donating to his cause at:
https://paypal.me/pools/c/80UPMm8KFB

Advent Giving Tree Update
Thanks, once again, for your generous support of our Giving Tree in November! Your donations
were given to the Salvation Army for their Christmas Give-Away. They received:
2 footballs

10 pairs of gloves

6 hats

2 Lego kits

a puzzle

a soccer ball

5 blankets

an Uno game

8 pairs of children's' gloves

soap

1 Calgon kit

1 make-up kit

3 cross necklaces

1 outfit

scarves

1 Bod cologne kit

Have you ever read Martin Luther’s 95
Theses?
Help us make a display of Martin Luther’s
95 Theses!
This is a fun project that will help raise funds for the ELCA
Youth Gathering.
Look at the church to see a replica display of the church door
where Martin Luther posted his 95 Theses. At first, you will
find donation envelopes hanging, and they are
numbered 1 through 95. Anyone is welcome to take an envelope and donate the amount of money equal to the number on
the envelope. For example, if someone takes the envelope
from the display that is numbered with a 5, he/she is thus
choosing to make a $5 donation to the youth gathering.
(As we start a new year 2018, be sure to claim this donation on your taxes!)
As the 95 envelopes start to disappear from the door display, the 95 theses will start to
go up on the door display, in place of the envelopes. We are hoping to eventually see all 95
theses posted on the Wittenberg church door!!!........ After all, we are continuing to celebrate
the 500th anniversary of the Reformation.
You may take as many envelopes as you wish, and this display will remain up until the
youth travel to Houston in June. Specific instructions are printed on each donation envelope.
Thank you, in advance, for your support!
If you have any questions, please see/call Holly Moore, 740-450-8447.

Have you ever sent an email to the church to share information about an upcoming event or
information for the bulletin or Chimes, but didn't’ see it in either one of those? Listed below are
some of the ways we receive messages:
kamoorestjohns@midohio.twcbc.com - this is ok to use if you have attachments such as
meeting minutes, small articles, or schedules. This email is not good to use if you are sending
large attachments such as pictures ( it will not send a notification to you or us to let us know the
message was rejected)
chimes.stjohns@gmail.com - this email is good to use for all of the items above and especially
if you have pictures.
If you have sent an email we will respond to your email letting you know we have received your
information.
Voicemail - voicemail can be left anytime the office is closed. We will contact you to review and
confirm we have the correct information.
If you have sent an email, or left a voicemail and have not been contacted, we’d like to ask that
you please call the office. Thanks for you patience and cooperation - it’s important to us that we
share information sent by you with all members of the congregation!

We are working on our Annual Report and
will be printing it for our members later this
month. The 2018 Church Directory will also
be available Please notify the office if you’ve
had a change of address, need a birthday,
anniversary, or family member added. If you
have an email address please include that
also.
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
KADE HAMBEL

3

MARGE WARNE

6

ADA SPILLMAN

6

JIM SWINGLE

6

PENNY VINSEL

7

CHRISTINE FOSTER

10

AIDYN GABLE

12

SCOTT DODSON, JR

14

JENNIFER JOHNSON

16

SUE DEMBSKI

19

MARK TROUT

20

MICHAEL PAISLEY

21

WAYNETTE BRIDWELL

24

CAROLE CORDER

24

WILLIAM T GABLE

28

MICHELLE FRITTER

14
26

Would you like to provide Altar Flowers?

ALTAR FLOWERS
FEBRUARY 4
______________________________________
FEBRUARY 11
______________________________________

Here is what you need to know


Choose a date on the flower chart located in
the Narthex



You may use a florist of your choice. You will
be responsible for contacting the florist to
make arrangements to have the vase inserts
picked up and the flowers delivered by noon
on Friday



Please contact the office by 2PM on the
Wednesday prior to your chosen date to
provide information you would like in the
bulletin on Sunday (i.e. Altar flowers are
given to the Glory of God in memory, honor,
celebration of)

FEBRUARY 18 LENT - NO FLOWERS
FEBRUARY 25 LEND - NO FLOWERS

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES
SCOTT AND MARY DODSON
JAMES AND JOANNE WOOD

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
3

QUARTER

1

2

PROJECT

9:30 Morning
Prayer

9:30 Morning
Prayer

7

8
9:30 Morning
Prayer

9
9:30 Morning
Prayer

5:30 Handbell
Choir Practice

6:30 Evangelism
Committee
Meeting

3:00 Bus
leaves for
Winter Jam

15
9:30 Morning
Prayer

16
9:30 Morning
Prayer

17

10:00 Pastor’s
Pericope Study

7PM Ash
Wednesday
Service

5:30 Handbell
Choir Practice

23
9:30 Morning
Prayer

24

RESPONSE

4

5

6

8:00 Worship/

5:30 Finance
Ministry

9:30 Morning
Prayer

Communion

9:15 Soulfire/
Sunday School
10:30 Worship/
Communion

12

8:00 Worship/

1:00 Circle 5
At Carole Yetter’s
home

9:15 Soulfire/
Sunday School

13
9:30 Morning
Prayer
6:30 Church
Council

10:30 Worship/
Communion

19

8:00 Worship/

Office Closed

20
9:30 Morning
Prayer

9:15 Soulfire/
Sunday School
10:30 Worship/
Communion

25
8:00 Worship/

Communion

9:15 Soulfire/
Sunday School
10:30 Worship/
Communion

14

7:30 Chancel
Choir Practice

18
Communion

10

6:30 Chancel
Choir Practice

11
Communion

10:00
Pastor’s
Pericope
Study

10:00 Pastor’s
Pericope Study

21

22
9:30 Morning
Prayer

6:00 Soup
Supper
7:00 Lenten
Service

5:30 Hanbell
Choir Practice

7:30 Chancel
Choir Practice

26

27
9:30 Morning
Prayer

28

10:00 Pastor’s
Pericope Study
6:00 Soup
Supper
7:00 Lenten
Service
7:30 Chancel
Choir Practice

FEBRUARY 4
Lector

8:00 Linda Hollingsworth

10:30 Wayne Cunningham

Lay Assistant 8:00 Rod Hollingsworth

10:30 Carly Wheeler, Waynette Bridwell

Greeters

10:30 Wayne & Vangie Cunningham

8:00 Doris Hina

Acolyte

10:30 Scott Moore, Brooklyn Ferrell,

Crucifer

10:30 Connor Moore

Nursery

10:30 Kara & Kaleigh Green

Sound

10:30 Jim Rudloff

FEBRUARY 11
Lector

8:00 Ellen Shaw

10:30 Doug Smith

Lay Assistant 8:00 Ellen Shaw

10:30 Norm Shade, Tori Gable

Greeters

10:30 Clay & Nicole Wilkins

8:00 Bill & Rebecca Callihan

Acolyte

10:30 Kaleigh & Reagan Green

Crucifer

10:30 Matthew Combs

Nursery

10:30 Becky Combs and Stephanie Rudloff

Sound

10:30 Randy Foster

FEBRUARY 18
Lector

8:00 Jennifer Stotts

10:30 Sue Dembski

Lay Assistant

8:00 Jennifer Stotts

10:30 Jeff Ferrell, Sandy Booth

Greeters

8:00 Dennis & Jennifer Stotts

10:30 Dorothy Wilson

Acolyte

10:30 Matthew & Alex Combs

Crucifer

10:30 Garrett Frick

Nursery

10:30 Jessica Rockey

Sound

10:30 Doug Smith

FEBRUARY 25
Lector

8:00 Sharon Stoneburner

10:30 Karen Baker

Lay Assistant 8:00 Steve Shirer

10:30 Mary Dunn, Gloria Bailey

Greeters

10:30 Shane & Jessica Rockey

8:00 Leonard & Peggy Glaub

Acolyte

10:30 Scott Moore, Brooklyn Ferrell

Crucifer

10:30 Connor Moore

Nursery

10:30 Mari & Garrett Frick

Sound

10:30 K.C. Frick

Ushers Al Olney, Jim & Joanne Wood
Deacons Bill & Tori Gable, Mary Dodson

St. John’s Lutheran Church

116 North Seventh Street, Zanesville, OH 43701

Office Hours Mon-Thurs 9:00-2:00
Friday 9:00-12:00
Phone: 740-452-7569
Fax 740-452-4743

Serving Christ with You to the Glory of God
The Reverend Mark A. Combs, Pastor
pastormarkstjohns@midohio.twcbc.com
Cantor, Mark Pinnick
cantormarkstjohns@midohio.twcbc.com
Financial Secretary, Nancy Cornett
nlcornettstjohns@midohio.twcbc.com
Parish Secretary, Kelly Moore
kamoorestjohns@midohio.twcbc.com
Sexton, Chet King
Accountant, Taffy Tippett
Handbell Choir Director, Chuck Archer
Missionary The Reverend Jeffrey Truscott

