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From Pastor Mark’s desk:
I have said before that there are many times when I feel sorry for Becky for having to deal with me
and my opinions about life in the world. One of the most frequent places that this plays out is when we talk
about the education system in our world today. I often go on about how, with our current climate of testing at
every turn and the challenges that teachers face in dealing with testing, that we as a culture no longer strive
for excellence, but are too often working for the least common denominator. Unfortunately, I do not think
that this is an issue that is confined to our education systems. I think this is a challenge that is affecting our
whole world, including God’s church.
Let me put it to you this way – do you believe that there are high expectations for us in the church?
More specifically, do you believe that there are high expectations for us here at St. John’s Lutheran Church in
Zanesville, Ohio? I would answer yes and no. On the yes side, we as a congregation have very high expectations for our worship experience – the quality of the liturgy, preaching and music that we experience on Sunday morning. On the no side, I don’t think that we as a congregation experience much in terms of what is expected of us as a member of the congregation, or for that matter, what we expect of ourselves!
If we are put to the test, how much of a priority in our life is the ministry of the church? What I mean
is, how much of a priority is it for us in terms of what we contribute by our abilities and participation, not just
what we are getting for ourselves? Ask yourself, when was the last time you said no to an invitation or a possible commitment with another organization or your family because there was something planned at church?
I don’t remember what book it was that I read, but the author of that book made it clear that they believe that a great deal of the problems in the church today are a result of the church having such low expectations of its membership and itself. We continually cave in on our church schedule and activities to accommodate the schedules of so many other organizations. Think about it – when I was young, confirmation was
taught (in the church I grew up in) on Sunday afternoons. Many of you have related to me that you remember
confirmation being taught for two to three hours on Saturdays. We teach confirmation on Sunday mornings,
during Sunday School time, primarily because we have not been able to get a number of the students to
church at any other time because of their commitments to sports, music, etc.
We have all heard about what a hard time we are having in our congregation about getting enough
people to commit to the work of the congregation to do the ministry we have said we want to do. We talk in
council meetings about how it takes 40-50 phone calls and conversations to find two people willing to serve
for a two-year term on the church council. Before Amazing Grace week, we were talking about securing hotel rooms for some of our LOMO Counselors, because we were having trouble finding enough people willing
to host. The list goes on.
We are at a challenging time as the congregation of St. John’s Lutheran. We look around and lament
our dwindling attendance and giving, but that has to be expected when we seem to have such low expectations of what it means to be a member and disciple. So the challenge to us really is, are we really committed
to the life of God’s church, and are we willing to raise the expectations that we have for ourselves and each to
make that commitment show? Until next time,
I hope I am seeing you in church!

Join us Sunday August 27th at the YMCA facilities at 1861 Adams Lane for our annual church picnic.
Worship will be in the big barn at 10:30, followed by a potluck lunch. There will be games, Bingo, fun
and fellowship for young and old. (Please note the pool will be closed by then, so no swimming.)
Bring your favorite dish to share at the potluck. Table service including plates, plastic ware, napkins and
cups will be provided. Drinks (water and lemonade) will also be provided. If you bring a cold dish you
will need to provide a way to keep it cold (no refrigeration.) You should also plan to bring your own
serving spoon/fork/spatula.
We are planning on having 35-40 prizes offered for Bingo winners. If you would like to contribute a
prize or two, please leave items in the box on the stage at St. John’s. Prizes might include such items as
puzzles, mugs, paper pads, marker, coloring books, crayons, folders, bubble, candy, nuts, etc.
Directions to the YMCA Facilities at 1861 Adams Lane (based upon leaving St. John’s
parking lot):


Turn south on 7th St to Market St



Turn right onto Market St.



Turn right onto 6th St.



Turn left onto the I-70 ramp



Take exit 151-B Maple Ave



Turn left at the intersection of Maple Ave. and Adair Ave/Ohio 146 (first traffic light)



Turn right onto Adams Lane



YMCA Facilities are on the left-hand side of the street, approximately 0.5 mile from
intersection.

The facilities and park are a non-smoking environment. Vehicles must remain on roads or in designated
parking area - no parking/driving on the grass.

Amazing Grace Camp 2017

THANKS
Thanks for all the little things,
The "done-and-then-forgotten" things,
The "oh-it's-simply-nothing" things
That make Amazing Grace Day Camp
much brighter.
With unobtrusive, friendly things,
And "never-mind-the-trouble" things,
And "won't-you-let-me-help-you"
things,
You've made my JOB a great deal Lighter.
God Love’s You and So Do I!!!
Doug Smith

School Kits
Include the following items in each kit:




Four 70 sheet notebooks (280-300 sheets total) of wide
or college ruled paper approx. 8”x101/2”; no loose leaf
paper
One 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on
one side and inches on the other



One pencil sharpener



One pair of blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel blades work well)



Five unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; secure together with a rubber band



Five black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink); secure
together with a rubber band



One boxy of 16 or 24 crayons



One 2 1/2” eraser



One sturdy drawstring backpack-style cloth bag approximately 14x17” with shoulder straps (no standard
backpacks); recommended fabrics include cotton,
canvas, denim, and twill.
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AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
CW WILKINS

2

GAIL SWINGLE

5

GRACIE CHIPPS

5

SARAH LINHART

9

RON GRANDSTAFF

19

JEANIE GREEGOR

21

SARA GRANDSTAFF

21

KAREN SHOWERS

22

ED DIAMOND

22

ALEX COMBS

22

DOUG SMITH

26

ABBY MAST

27

REBECCA CALLIHAN

27

ELIZABETH TEMPLIN

29

CHET KING

30

WAYNE CUNNINGHAM

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES
1
7
8
8
10

DAN & SHANON YAWKEY
JEFF & HOLLY MOORE
DOUG & JILL SMITH
JIM & GAIL SWINGLE
BILL & KAREN BAKER

20

GARY & GLORIA BAILEY

Loves Lesson
A new school year promises new adventures, challenges and friends — as
well as new classes, homework and lessons. But the most important (and
simplest) lesson we can learn is summed up by 19th-century hymn writer
Jane Eliza Leeson:
Savior, teach me day by day
love’s sweet lesson to obey,
sweeter lesson cannot be,
loving him who first loved me.
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AUGUST 6
Lector

8:00 Linda Hollingsworth

10:30 Barb Stoneburner

Lay Assistant 8:00 Rod Hollingsworth

10:30 Stephanie Rudloff

Greeters

10:30 Barb Stoneburner

8:00 Steve & Dianne Shirer

Acolyte

10:30 Connor Moore

Nursery

10:30 Mari & Garrett Frick

AUGUST 13
Lector

8:00 Rebecca Callihan

10:30 Sandy Booth

Lay Assistant 8:00 Rebecca Callihan

10:30 Doug Smith

Greeters

10:30 Mary Sims

8:00 Chuck & Soni Rath

Acolyte

10:30 Kaleigh Green

Nursery

10:30 Jessica & Shane Rockey

AUGUST 20
Lector

8:00 Ellen Shaw

10:30 Doug Smith

Lay Assistant 8:00 Ellen Shaw

10:30 Sandy Booth

Greeters

10:30 Ellen Vonada

8:00 Ellen Shaw

Acolyte

10:30 Scott Moore

Nursery

10:30 Nicole Wilkins & Gloria Bailey

AUGUST 27 Church Picnic
Lector

NO EARLY SERVICE

10:30 Wayne Cunningham

Lay Assistant

10:30 Jeff Ferrell

Greeters

10:30 Jim & Stephanie Rudloff

Acolyte

10:30 Brooklyn Ferrell

Ushers Al Olney, Jim & Joanne Wood, Gloria Bailey, Jordan Macenko
Deacons Bill & Tori Gable, Mary Dodson

A Special Congregation Meeting will be held immediately following the 10:30 service on Sunday September
10th. Information about the proposal will be available
after the Council meeting on August 15th.

You have probably already seen the Christmas tree outside the
chapel and been reminded that it’s that time of year again! We are
once again giving you plenty of time to shop for Operation
Christmas Child, a project run through Samaritan’s Purse! On
the tree you will find suggestions of gifts for boys and girls. Take
a list off the tree and after you have done your shopping, bring
your donations back and put them under the tree. Monetary donations are also welcome! We’ll use that
money to pay the $7.00 shipping and handling fee that is requested for each box. Last year we were able
to assemble, with your donations, 49 boxes that were sent in November to Samaritan’s Purse!
Maybe you would like to assemble your own box? It’s very easy and makes a great family project. If you
would like to do that, we will have Operation Christmas Child boxes under the tree for you to take. Decide on whether or not you would like to shop for a boy or girl and then which age: 2-4 yrs, 5-9 yrs or
10 – 14 yrs. From there use our suggested gift list or come up with some ideas of your own! We also
have an excellent DVD that you can borrow and watch that will show you how to pack a box – we’ll
gladly share it with you!
Thanks, in advance, for your support of this project!
The Learning Ministry Team
From the 2017 Operation Christmas Child Special Report Magazine –
“This year, Samaritan’s Purse collected nearly 11.5 million shoebox gifts – more than ever before –
through our Operation Christmas Child ministry. Those boxes were delivered to boys and girls in
over 100 countries. At its heart Operation Christmas Child is still about the impact of a simple
gift delivered with the Good News of Jesus Christ into the hands of a boy or girl living in the
midst of poverty and despair. Every one of these boxes represents a precious child of God, many
of whom have never received a gift before in their lives. Some also have never heard the Good
News of the Savior who loves them.”
Suggested Gifts:
* School Supplies: pens, pencils and sharpener, crayons or markers, writing pads or paper, solar calculators, coloring and picture books, stickers, etc.
* Toys: small cars, ball/tennis balls, dolls, small stuffed animals, kazoos, harmonicas, yo-yo’s, jump ropes,
small Etch-A-Sketch, toys that light up or make noise (with extra batteries), Slinky, Lego’s, etc.
* Hygiene Items: toothbrush, toothpaste, mild soap (in a plastic bag), comb, washcloth, etc.
* Other: hard candy and lollipops (please double bag all candy), mints,
gum, t-shirts, socks, ball caps, sunglasses, hair clips, toy jewelry, watches,
flashlights (with extra batteries), rain ponchos, tools, sewing kits
Please DO NOT donate the following: used or damaged items;
war-related items such as toy guns, knives or military figures;
chocolate or food; out-of-date candy; liquids or lotions; medications or vitamins; breakable items such as snow globes or glass
containers; aerosol cans.

Mark you calendars!
Rally Day will be September 10th!
Hope to see you there!

Martin’s Moments
Facts about Martin Luther and the Reformation in honor of its 500th Anniversary
Do you know when Martin Luther was born, or what he enjoyed about school?
You can find these answers and more information in the Sunday bulletin courtesy
of the Learning Team Ministry.

The National Youth Gathering team would like to extend a huge thank you
to the congregation for your help with the rummage sale this spring. The
rummage sale brought in $949.59 to add to the National Youth Gathering
fund for next summer. St. John's 4 You had a bake sale during the rummage sale, and they made a profit of $191.75. Thank you to everyone
who donated items, baked, worked a shift, set up, tore down, and also
shopped! It was a tremendous team effort and deemed a success!

Dear Congregation,
Thank you for supporting our fundraisers to help pay my way to
camp. I really appreciate it! I went to Confirmation Camp at Lutheran
Memorial Camp in June. My favorite thing was swimming! I also liked
out posting at Homestead and playing capture the flag. It was a really
fun week. Thanks, also, to Pastor for coming with me.
Sincerely,
Garrett Frick

St. John’s Lutheran Church

116 North Seventh Street, Zanesville, OH 43701

Office Hours Mon-Thurs 9:00-2:00
Friday 9:00-12:00
Phone: 740-452-7569
Fax 740-452-4743

Serving Christ with You to the Glory of God
The Reverend Mark A. Combs, Pastor
pastormarkstjohns@midohio.twcbc.com
Cantor, Mark Pinnick
cantormarkstjohns@midohio.twcbc.com
Financial Secretary, Nancy Cornett
nlcornettstjohns@midohio.twcbc.com
Parish Secretary, Kelly Moore
kamoorestjohns@midohio.twcbc.com
Sexton, Chet King
Accountant, Taffy Tippett
Handbell Choir Director, Chuck Archer
Missionary The Reverend Jeffrey Truscott

