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From Pastor Mark’s desk:
It is hard to believe that I have been your pastor for 10 years, as of this February. As I write this note
for a combined Chimes and Annual Report, I have paused to think about what it means and what we have experienced in our time together. There are so many things that we have experienced together as the body of
Christ. I did think, though, that it might be a good time to look at where we are and where we are going as the
body of Christ at the corner of Seventh and Market.
It seems that St. John’s has been on the same course as so many of the other congregations in the life of
the larger church in our world – that is to say, in some significant ways, we are in a decline. When I arrived
here, the membership that we reported to the ELCA was close to 650, and for 2016 we reported a membership
of 208. To be fair, we did a review of the membership in 2010 and removed 340 that had moved away, died,
or who we had no way to contact. Our average attendance in 2007 was 147, and in 2016 was 91.
These numbers do seem to be a bit bleak. Let me give it to you in the way that probably says more to
me. Since I arrived here in 2007, I have presided at 80 funerals that are related to the congregation. In that
same period of time, I have presided at 32 baptisms, but this number is misleading. It is misleading because of
those 32 baptisms, only 11 are regularly connected in any manner to the life of the congregation.
Now, please don’t think that all I can see is bad. There are some really great things that go on around
St. John’s. Look at how many things in which our young people are participating. I think I was told that there
is the potential for 10 to 12 young people to go to the National Youth Gathering next summer in Houston. We
have 5-10 LOMO participants in the summer. Think about how many lives we have touched through Amazing
Grace Day Camp. For our more experienced people, look at all the volunteer hours that are put in on a weekly
basis – at Eastside, Christ’s table, Genesis Hospital, and around the church building.
However, we can see in the numbers the challenge that we are facing. It is easy to see that if we continue to maintain the status quo that we have become so comfortable with, that we are on the road to not having a congregation at the corner of Seventh and Market. I know that would be a tremendous tragedy for our
Zanesville Community, because I know that we as Lutherans have some really important things to say about
God and Jesus for our world. Yes, there are other churches, but if you think back to your Catechism, then you
will remember the stuff about being Lutheran that is so important.
So, what are we supposed to do? We have for many years kept our focus on the financial statements
and the budget, constantly looking for places to trim and streamline. The problem with that is that we don’t
quite do so good at the mission our Lord gave us as his people and his church. In Matthew 28:19-20, Jesus
says, “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am
with you always, to the end of the age.” It seems very obvious that we have to make our focus telling the story
– sharing the good news of all that God has done. That is the only thing we can do that will make any of those
numbers better.
No, it may not work. If we don’t try, we know what happens. The opportunity is here for us. There
will be an event here at the church on March 4th to give us some tools to help do this work of telling the story.
I encourage you all to come and to continue doing all of the good work that you do to bring glory to God. Until next time.
See you in church!

Dare to Dream
Joel: The Day of the Lord and Acts 2:17-21
28

“And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old
men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions. 29 Even on my servants, both men and women, I
will pour out my Spirit in those days. 30 I will show wonders in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire
and billows of smoke. 31 The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the
great and dreadful day of the Lord. 32 And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved; for on
Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there will be deliverance, as the Lord has said even among the survivors whom the Lord calls.
On January 15th, Pastor Combs announced a decision of the Council to move our morning worship to one
service beginning the first Sunday in March, the first Sunday of Lent. We will begin worship at 9:00 am
with Sunday School/Bible Study to begin at 10:30 am. The service will last 60 to 75 minutes and then there
will be a gathering for donuts and coffee before we disperse for Sunday School. Sunday School will last
until 11:30 am.
Your council is calling on you to “Dare to Dream”. To some of you who have shared your concerns, thank
you. While it may not seem like we have paid attention, please know that we are listening. Here is our
thought process. We worship approximately 110 per week, when you average in Christmas and Easter services. On any given Sunday, we will have 20-30 at the 8:00 am service and 60-80 at the 10:30 am service,
with not so many at Sunday School/Bible Study. We must take a serious look at ourselves and realize that
we are not growing in number.
Now consider yourself as a “new guest” who has walked into St. John’s for worship at either service. You
see 25 in the Chapel or 70 in the Sanctuary. Neither are a big crowd, which can make worship less of an experience to the “new guest”. Now imagine walking into the Sanctuary at 9:00 am is worshipping with the
full 110. What a difference that can make. Imagine going to Sunday School/Bible Study with the potential
for more people to attend because it is right after worship and people are already there. Will this cause us to
grow in number?
Growth is still an emphasis amongst the council and we hope it is beginning to catch on in the congregation.
The verse above, which is in both Joel and the book of Acts, speaks of the church having a vision, dreaming
and God pouring out His Spirit.
The dream is to grow into two services, one traditional (what we have now) and to do it well with the numbers we have and will grow to have. The other, completely different to reach those who are not churched or
who are looking for different music and how the liturgy may be delivered, spoken, sung, etc. Imagine another service beginning at 11:30 am for those who don’t want to get up early, who may bring their children to
10:30 am Sunday School and then stay for 11:30 worship. Imagine that it might be on another day of the
week, maybe Saturday evening. We ask you to Dare To Dream.

.This will take more than just the council efforts, but council is willing to lead. We are talking and beginning
to plan. We are looking for an AIM, Intern, Associate Pastor who can help us in this area along with Parish
and Youth Ministry. This may be a tall order, but God may have someone in mind. We are patiently waiting
until that time, when He sends that person. We have asked the Southern Ohio Synod, Trinity Seminary, and
the Philadelphia Seminary. None of these places currently have anyone to send. They are short on Pastors
and AIMs at the moment, but they know we are looking. We are mailing postcards inviting people of our
community to worship, with bus transportation if they need it, and a free “Introduction to Grace and St.
John’s” with a meal for those who might be interested. This will continue and will expand into more of the
community. We have an afternoon planned for Saturday, March 4 th here at St. John’s led by the Southern
Ohio Synod and Katie Kerrigan regarding the nuts and bolts of outreach. If you are interested in helping the
congregation grow, you need to attend this event. More about this event will be in the bulletin, on Facebook,
special postcard, and March Chimes.
The effort, however, cannot just be council’s. It takes the whole church to accomplish this feat with the power of God behind it. If it is His will, then it will be accomplished. If the efforts of the people are there proclaiming the Gospel to family, friends, and neighborhoods, God will be pleased. It is not only enough to
“Dream” and to have faith, because “faith without works is dead”. The people of God must work through
prayer, offerings, talking to friends, family and neighbors, and being servant leaders to all around us. Church
membership is not enough. Discipleship is the direction Jesus gave us- “Go and make disciples….”.
These are right off of our website and were written not to just sound good, but to help us carry out the vision
of “Learning, Living, Growing with Christ as our Leader”:
Our Purpose
To Be and Make Disciples of Our Lord Jesus Christ
Our Mission Statement
St. John’s Lutheran Church, a caring Family of God, exists so all may know Jesus Christ as their Savior.
Therefore, we share God’s Love and Grace with Joy, intending to grow in our relationship with Jesus Christ,
His Church and in our witness to the community and the world.
Our Core Values and Statements with Bible References (2 of the 7)
We are committed to Discipleship. The church is the Body of Christ where we are taught to be disciples.
God has chosen and called each of us to be followers of Jesus. The Holy Spirit equips and empowers everyone for ministry. [John 15:16; Mark 8:34-35; Ephesians 4:12;
We are committed to Evangelism. Christ commands us, His disciples, saying, “Go, therefore, and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit
and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always
to the end of the age.” Every member is called to communicate the live-changing message of salvation
through Jesus Christ and to invite others to a life of faith. [Matthew 28:19-20]

Our Six Faith Practices
PRAY Daily
WORSHIP Weekly
READ the Bible
SERVE At and Beyond St. John’s
Be in a RELATIONSHIP with Jesus Christ and the Body of Believers
GIVE of my Time, Talents and Resources
The Six Faith Practices are incorporated into our life walk so as to bring us nearer to Jesus and to help us
develop that abiding relationship in Him. It is our intention to be His disciples and to share His grace and love
with others so that all may know Jesus Christ as their Savior and Lord. All disciples in this place are called to
put these practices into spiritual exercise so that all may find the answer to the question of where God is calling each individual into ministry.
There is nothing written above that our Lord has not commanded us to do. Everyone can do “Our Six Faith
Practices”. Everyone can help make disciples is someway. Not all of us are evangelists, teachers, pastors, administrators, etc. However, “There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them.5 There are
different kinds of service, but the same Lord. 6 There are different kinds of working, but in all of them and in
everyone it is the same God at work.” (1 Corinthians 12: 4-5) We need to be willing to allow God to use us
through the gift that each of us has been given.
In our own way, we can live out the purpose of the church body and that is to be a reflection of Christ in this
world. We ask that you “Dare to Dream”. Share that dream with each other and with a council member. Keep
all of this in your prayers and ask God to help and guide us.
Keep this in your thoughts: “I can do all this through him who gives me strength.” (Philippians 4:13) None of
us to too old or young. Joel and Peter said; “Old men will dream dreams and young men will see visions.”
Pray for His Spirit to be poured out so His glory will be revealed in us.
Pray this prayer with the council:
Lord God of our salvation, it is your will that all people might come to you through your Son, Jesus Christ.
Inspire our witness to him, that all may know the power of his forgiveness and the hope of his resurrection.
We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen
Doug Smith
Council President

****We had planned to have the February Chimes and the Annual Report combined this year.
We are waiting on some final reports that are needed to complete our Annual Report. We will
send/print the Annual Report once it is completed.

Fishing for People
Evangelism for all the Baptized
Saturday, March 4th, 2017
11-2 p.m.
St. John’s Lutheran Church
116 N. 7th Street, Zanesville, OH
(740) 452-7569

$5 donation for lunch
Presenter: Katie Kerrigan, Director for Evangelical Mission, Southern Ohio Synod

Bible Quiz

What unique characteristic of the judge Ehud enabled him to outsmart
King Eglon of Moab, who had been oppressing ancient Israel?
A. He was left-handed.
B. He was blind.
C. He was very fat.
D. He was exceedingly strong.
Answer: A (See Judges 3:12-26.)

The Gift That Gives

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
1

KADE HAMBEL

3

MARGE WARNE

Love ever gives,

6

ADA SPILLMAN

forgives, outlives

6

JIM SWINGLE

and ever stands

6

PENNY VINSEL

with open hands.

7

CHRISTINE FOSTER

10

AIDYN GABLE

12

SCOTT DODSON, JR

12

SHIRLEY ISRAEL

14

JENNIFER JOHNSON

16

SUE DEMBSKI

19

MARK TROUT

20

MICHAEL PAISLEY

21

WAYNETTE BRIDWELL

24

CAROLE CORDER

24

WILLIAM T GABLE

28

MICHELLE FRITTER

14

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES
SCOTT AND MARY DODSON

16

HAROLD AND SHIRLEY ISRAEL

26

JAMES AND JOANNE WOOD

And while it lives, it gives.
For this is love’s prerogative —
to give, and give, and give.
—John Oxenham
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at St. John’s

9:30 Morning
Prayer

9:15 Soulfire/
Sunday School

6:00 Finance

6:30 Church
Council

Ministry

10:30 Worship/
Communion

19

8:00 Worship/
Communion

20
Office
Closed
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FEBRUARY 5
Lector

8:00 Jennifer Stotts

10:30 Mary Dunn

Lay Assistant 8:00 Jennifer Stotts

10:30 Carly Wheeler, Mary Dunn

Greeters

10:30 Jim & Joanne Wood

8:00 Dennis & Jennifer Stotts

Acolyte

10:30 Cora Wilkins, Aidyn Gable

Crucifer

10:30 C.W. Wilkins

Nursery

10:30 Jessica & Shane Rockey

Sound

10:30 Jim Rudofff
FEBRUARY 12

Lector

8:00 Linda Hollingsworth

10:30 Sandy Booth

Lay Assistant 8:00 Linda Hollingsworth

10:30 Waynette Bridwell, Bill Gable

Greeters

10:30 Ken & Jennifer Johnson

8:00 Doris Hina

Acolyte

10:30 Garrett Frick, Mathew Combs

Crucifer

10:30 Preston Frick

Nursery

10:30 Carly & Breadon Wheeler

Sound

10:30 Randy Foster
FEBRUARY 19

Lector

8:00 Ellen Shaw

10:30 Doug Smith

Lay Assistant

8:00 Ellen Shaw

10:30 Jessica Rockey, Stephanie Rudloff

Greeters

8:00 Steve & Diane Shirer

10:30 Shane & Jessica Rockey

Acolyte

10:30 Scott Moore, Brooklyn Ferrell

Crucifer

10:30 Connor Moore

Nursery

10:30 Nicole Wilkins & Gloria Bailey

Sound

10:30 Doug Smith
FEBRUARY 26

Lector

8:00 Sharon Stoneburner

10:30 Wayne Cunningham

Lay Assistant 8:00 Sharon Stoneburner

10:30 Doug Smith, Sandy Booth

Greeters

10:30 Clay & Nicole Wilkins

8:00 Sharon Stonburner

Acolyte

10:30 Kaleigh Green, Nicole Dodson

Crucifer

10:30 Chrissy Foster

Nursery

10:30 Mary & Nicole Dodson

Sound

10:30 K.C. Frick

Ushers Al Olney, Jim & Joanne Wood, Al Collins
Deacons Bill Gable, Tori Gable, Mary Dodson

2016 Annual Congregational Meeting
St. John’s Lutheran Church
Sunday, December 4, 2016
The 2016 Annual Congregational Meeting was called to order by President of Council, Doug Smith
at 12:30 p.m.
Pastor Combs opened with devotions with the Congregation members reading in unison.
The agenda was presented by Doug Smith. The agenda was accepted as is and motioned first by
Nicole Wilkins and seconded by David Dembski to accept. Motion carried. It was unanimously approved.
Minutes from the 2015 Annual meeting was tabled.
Mari Frick from the Learning Committee presented Sunday School Projects taking place this year.
Christmas Program will take place on Sunday, December 11, 2016. Pop tabs are being collected for
Ronald McDonald House around the church in various containers and in a kitty litter container to
house all the tabs. For Operation Christmas 2016, 51 boxes were completed. The Gift Giving Tree
took place again this year. Our children’s Sunday School program involves taking a bible theme and
take different approaches to teach the same story each week. Mari ended thanking our giving Congregation.
Doug Smith discussed the Director of Youth and Parish Ministry position and announced that no one
yet has been available for the position. Council is continuing to look and there is $8,000.00 left in
the budget to start with if one becomes available.
Doug Smith presented information about the 2017 Amazing Grace Day Camp. It will take place July
23-28 of 2017. Only 6 councilors will be sent due to the budget. We as a church would pay for 2
more up to $1,500.00 if we would need more councilors.
Doug Smith talked to the attending church members about the growth using the Steward Campaign:
There is Room in the Kingdom for You. A campaign was started using postcards to invite new people to join us in worship. There were 2,000 postcards sent out each month from October-December
of 2016. Doug then shared a postcard emphasizing grace for all. Evangelism takes all of us as
members to be involved. Doug mentioned it takes 7 contacts before they consider coming to
church. We as Council are challenging the Congregation to be involved. Other signs of growth we
are picking up children for Sunday school, Amazing Grace, and our Face Book for people to look us
up as a church. We need to work together in ministry.
Doug Smith shared with the members our new Missionary, Rev. Jeffrey Truscott, and we need to
donate ass $1,000.00 commitment. He asked us for help in donating $500.00 which is needed. An-

Andrew Smith reviewed his trip to Cambodia and updates with the others he worked with while in
Cambodia.
Doug Smith and Connor Moore presented information about the Prayer Garden which was Connor’s
Eagle Scout project. Doug shared that the leftover money will be set up in an account to help maintain the Prayer Garden.
Doug Smith presented information about the new sign. We are ready to pour the concrete. Jim
Swingle and Jeff Ferrell and others have been helping with this.
An Evangelism Event was shared by Doug Smith which will take place on March 4, 2017 here at St.
John’s. Lunch will be served, but must be paid for by each individual attending. The Ohio Synod
will be doing the workshop for the Muskingum Synod area at 11:00 a.m. Katie Kerrigan is putting
this together for us.
Doug Smith presented the Endowment Report. Endowment money was kept with PNC Bank. We
gave money out in 2015, but not in 2016 due to money dropping below the principal. PNC fees are
going up, so we needed to find another group to watch this account. Scott Web of Web Financial
will take over the Endowment Fund. Bill Baker asked where the language came from and about the
diversification section. Doug answered that it came from what we had before and some new added.
Doug Smith presented the Endowment Election. Jim Swingle is continuing and Karen Showers is
leaving. Bill Baker will be replacing Karen Showers. Doug Smith and Ken Dunn still remain on it.
Bill Baker was voted in and motioned was carried.
New Member Council Elections was presented by Doug Smith. Stephanie Rudloff and Gloria Bailey
will return. Mary Sims is leaving. Sandy Booth agreed to join Council. There were no abstentions.
Sandy Booth, Stephanie Rudloff, and Gloria Bailey were voted in and motion was carried.
Rod Hollingsworth lead the Budget. The new budget amount is $273,151.00, down $9,256.00 from
last year’s budget. There was not a lot of change from 2016 to 2017. On the Proposed Operating
Budget, Bill Baker questioned the assets. Norm Shade explained the offset funding the deficit.
Doug Smith asked for a motion to approve and accept the budget for 2017. Jeff Moore was first to
motion to approve and Bill baker seconded the motion. No abstentions and motion approved.
Pastor Combs motioned first to adjourn the 2016 Annual meeting and Waynette Bridwell seconded.
Motion was carried and the meeting adjourned at 1:32 p.m.
Pastor Combs lead the closing prayer using the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Gloria Bailey

Thrivent Choice is a program sponsored by Thrivent Financial that allows its members (insurance
and contract holders) to direct Thrivent’s charitable outreach funds to charities of their choice.
Since 2010, more than $325 million has been distributed to churches and nonprofits nationwide,
including $12,335 to St. John’s Lutheran Church.
There are currently 15 Thrivent members within St. John’s congregation. In 2016, this group of individuals directed $1,714 from Thrivent Choice to St. John’s, which benefitted a number of ministries and special projects.
If you are a Thrivent member, you still have until March 31, 2017 to direct your 2016 Choice
$ to the charity of your choice (please consider St. John’s!). Undirected $ expire after that
date. Contact local Thrivent representative, Romney Garner at 866-876-9194 or
Romney.Garner@Thrivent.com, if you need assistance or have any questions.

If you have a Thrivent policy and have had Thrivent Choice Dollars to direct to
charitable giving in the past, please check your account for possible available
Dollars from 2016. Thrivent is no longer contacting individuals when there are
Choice Dollars available. You have until March 31 to direct your 2016 Thrivent
Choice Dollars. Then you will need to check periodically for future available
Choice Dollars.

Advent Giving Tree Update
Thanks, once again, for your generous support of our Giving Tree in November! Your
donations were given to the Salvation Army for their Christmas Give-Away. They received:
a truck

8 pairs of gloves

8 hats and 10 infant hats

a Lego kit

a puzzle

15 pairs of boys infant pants

a baby doll

a Farkle game

8 pairs of girl pants

a motorcycle

Old Maid card game

20 pairs of boys pants

a spy game

Kinex

a pair of pajamas

2 Barbies

6 books

2 multi-piece outfits

8 stuffed animals

a rattle toy

9 youth sized shirts

Our new sign is up and running!!!

St. John’s Lutheran Church

116 North Seventh Street, Zanesville, OH 43701

Office Hours Mon-Thurs 9:00-2:00
Friday 9:00-12:00
Phone: 740-452-7569
Fax 740-452-4743

Serving Christ with You to the Glory of God
The Reverend Mark A. Combs, Pastor
pastormarkstjohns@midohio.twcbc.com
Cantor, Mark Pinnick
cantormarkstjohns@midohio.twcbc.com
Financial Secretary, Nancy Cornett
nlcornettstjohns@midohio.twcbc.com
Parish Secretary, Kelly Moore
kamoorestjohns@midohio.twcbc.com
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Accountant, Taffy Tippett
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Missionary The Reverend Jeffrey Truscott

